Credit Policies
All graduate students are expected to perform at a high academic level.

Students may register for no more than 12 graduate credits per quarter. Exceptions to this limit must be approved by the MPA Director.  

Maximum Time Limit and Maximum Credit Limit for Degree Completion

The MPA degree requires completion of 60 graduate credits within a maximum of 6 years, which includes quarters in which the student had taken an approved leave of absence. Students who expect to need more than 6 years to complete the program must request an extension in writing from the MPA Director. Note that review of requests to extend the length of time allowed for completion of the degree will take the length of officially approved leaves of absence into consideration.

The maximum number of credits that MPA students may attempt in pursuit of the degree is 76 graduate credits. This total includes all credits that were attempted, including those for which credit was not received. This ceiling allows up to 16 additional attempted credits past the 60, or two quarters of full-time registration (8 credits per quarter). The ceiling is approximately 125% of the number of credits (60) needed to award the MPA, which mirrors the undergraduate attempted credit maximum policy and ensures that Evergreen will be in compliance with federal student loan rules. In addition, this ceiling encourages MPA students to graduate and use their MPA-honed knowledge, skills and abilities in the world.  Without the ceiling, Evergreen is vulnerable to negative audit findings and fines.  

Under very exceptional circumstances, students may petition the MPA Director for permission to exceed the maximum of 76 attempted credits. To maintain financial aid eligibility above the 76 attempted credit maximum, students need to appeal to the Financial Aid Office.
Core Credit Policy

Students are expected to complete the entire first year of Core before beginning the second year of Core coursework. Under exceptional circumstances, a student may fail to complete one quarter of first year Core: by being on a leave of absence, withdrawing before completion, receiving an incomplete or not receiving credit (NCR). To complete the “missed” quarter, typically the student is expected to complete the missed quarter of first year Core during the next year, concurrently with the applicable quarter of second year Core. 
The second year of Core coursework requires successive completion: each quarter of second year Core must be successfully completed before beginning the next quarter of second year Core coursework.
Only under exceptional circumstances, and with the approval of the MPA Director, can a Core course be completed as an Individual Learning Contract.

No partial credit will be given for Core courses.  

Partial Credit

Faculty may offer partial credit for elective courses at their discretion. No partial credit will be given for Core courses.  

No Credit (NCR)

No credit (NCR) may be given when a student has not met the expectations of the course. An NCR means that the student will receive no (zero) credit for the course. An NCR is given at the discretion of the faculty or faculty team as applicable.

