Meet Kelly McDonald, MPA ’09 

Kelly is the Marketing & Events Manager/Campaign Manager for the YWCA Pierce County.  She was recently recognized as one of the Business Examiner's “40 Under 40 for 2010”: http://www.businessexaminer.com/files/library/69edf2c24d04c74f.pdf
1. Thinking back, why did you decide to get an MPA in the first place, and why did you choose Evergreen for your MPA? 
As long as I can recall, I’ve been viewed as a leader—people have always expected me to get things done. My first post undergraduate job was teaching in the underprivileged Mississippi Delta. When I got my acceptance letter to the Mississippi Teacher Corps, I shared the news with my most respected professor with pride. I will never forget the pained look on her face. She told me that teaching was a waste of my talents and that I needed, down the road, to be in charge of more than a classroom because I had the ability to really create change. Given my excitement, what a blow this was for me! But it was definitely food for thought, as my life progressed, and my career (in my eyes) derailed. 

After teaching for five years and struggling with single parenthood on a teacher’s salary, I was lured into retail management by its higher earning potential. But, all along, I wanted to return to school and felt pulled by the non-profit field. I led my company’s community outreach program and started volunteering and serving on non-profit boards. Meanwhile, I surveyed MPA programs around western Washington. The Evergreen approach to seminar and “no grades” policy was actually not comfortable for me. I’m competitive: I like to be “the best”, and I like to get that A to tell me I am the best. But given these personality traits, I knew the learning environment at Evergreen would provide a unique growth opportunity for me.
So, I took the plunge. Getting my MPA primed me for what I foresee as a lifetime commitment to leadership in social justice issues.
2. Tell us about your current job. What do you enjoy? Find challenging? What are your dreams/visions for the work and the organization? 
That’s tough to describe actually, as my role keeps changing. My current role at the YWCA Pierce County is Marketing and Donor Relations Manager. I manage our public face and all of our publications, coordinate the varied donor events we hold (from an 800+ person luncheon to intimate dinner soirees), and cultivate relationships with new and existing friends of the YWCA Pierce County. Additionally, I’m managing our $4.5 million dollar campaign for a new shelter, now in its final stage with less than $300,000 to go. I am a relationship builder, an educator, a cheerleader, and a liaison. 
I love the opportunity to change my community through the collective work we do here for victims of domestic violence, and I’m proud to serve as a public voice for that work. It can be exhausting to face the same media misperceptions and misrepresentations of domestic violence crimes that occur so regularly, but it’s inspiring to talk openly with community members about how we can make Pierce County safer and domestic violence service provision more effective. Really, our dream is to put ourselves out of a job in the field of domestic violence service provision. Until then, we hope to rally as many champions to our cause as possible.
3. What difference has the MPA program made to you? 
The MPA program offered me several years of important academic analysis and personal introspection. I love to learn, and despite the rigor and the deadlines, I relished in the luxurious opportunity to debate and explore. 
From a practical perspective, my coursework within the MPA program effectively created the opportunity for me to be promoted twice during my studies (and once since). Through an independent learning contract and an internship, my coursework revitalized our Public Policy committee here at the YWCA Pierce County and created the initial collateral for the launch of our campaign.

What I learned in the classroom about non-profit management and policy development moved me and the YWCA forward. What more could I ask for?
