Applying to the MPA Program
New students are admitted to begin the MPA program for fall quarter only. We admit new students in the Public and Nonprofit Administration and Public Policy concentrations (the general cohort) each year. A new cohort of Tribal Governance concentration students begins every other year, in even-numbered years. 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
For complete, up-to-date information go to the MPA 
home page, www.evergreen.edu/mpa and look for 
“Admissions Requirements” on the left nav.
1. A bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution of

higher education.

Note: Applicants may be admitted who have not yet received a bachelor’s degree at the time of application. These applicants are admitted “provisionally” and must submit an official transcript showing the conferring of the bachelor’s degree before beginning Fall quarter MPA coursework.
2. A minimum grade point average of 3.0 for the last 90

quarter-hours (or equivalent) of work toward a

Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science degree.

Note: The college is able to make a few exceptions to

this rule. Prospective students who do not meet this requirement,

but who are otherwise well qualified, are encouraged

to apply to the program as early as possible.

3. Evidence of writing, analytical and general communication

skills of high quality and at a level appropriate

for graduate study, as demonstrated by the application materials.
4. Completion within the past five years of an MPA-approved 4 credit

undergraduate course in introductory statistics with a grade of “C”

or better.Note:

Note: Applicants may be admitted who have not yet completed the statistics prerequisite. These applicants are admitted “conditionally” and must submit an official transcript documenting the completion of an MPA approved statistics course before beginning Fall quarter MPA coursework. Courses that meet the MPA statistics prerequisite requirement at Evergreen and other colleges are listed on the MPA website via a link on the “Admissions Requiremenst” page.
APPLICATION CHECKLIST
Submit (mail or hand-deliver) ALL materials by February 15 (to guarantee consideration) to: 
Office of Admissions, The Evergreen State College, 2700 Evergreen Parkway NW, Olympia, WA 98505, Attention: MPA Applications

Graduate admission application + $50 nonrefundable application fee
· www.evergreen.edu/mpa/applicationcheck.htm -- print and complete
Resume

· chronological resume listing all positions held in the past ten years, including significant volunteer public or community service activities. 
Official transcripts – request early
· from EVERY college or university attended—including Evergreen—regardless of credit earned, the nature of coursework, or whether you earned a degree. 
· Students who transferred to Evergreen as undergraduates must provide a new set of all transcripts. 
A statement of purpose, no more than three typed, double-spaced pages

· Explain why you want to pursue graduate study in public administration, particularly at Evergreen. 
· Describe in some detail your experiences in education, employment and publicor community work and how those experiences influenced you to seek a graduate degree in public administration. 

An public policy essay of no more than five typed, double-spaced pages regarding an issue of interest to you

· clearly explain the relevant issue(s), describe the major contending views, argue a position and defend it with relevant evidence. 
· May follow any standard style format for a college paper, including proper citations of source material. 
Two letters of recommendation – request early
· must provide clear evidence that you are capable of doing graduate-level work, including evidence of writing, analytical and general communication skills of high quality and at a level appropriate for graduate study 
· Applicants enrolled in college-level coursework during the last two years must provide at least one letter from a faculty member. 

FINANCIAL AID 
Many students admitted to the MPA program are eligible for some form of financial aid. This may include student loans, scholarships, tuition waivers, and other forms of assistance. The Evergreen Financial Aid Office determines eligibility for, and administers, the federal student loan program. The MPA program provides additional financial assistance, such as tuition waivers, scholarships, fellowships and work-study. The MPA program makes a strong effort to award aid to as many students as possible, contingent upon the availability of funds.
For complete information about scholarships, fellowships and other assistance specific to the MPA program and the college, visit the MPA Financial Aid page at www.evergreen.edu/mpa/finaid. 
COSTS

The Washington State Legislature and The Evergreen State

College Board of Trustees set tuition. Tuition and fees are

subject to change. For current information visit:

www.evergreen.edu/studentaccounts/tuitionrates.htm
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INTERESTED? NEXT STEPS:

· Check out our website, starting with our home page: www.evergreen.edu/mpa
· Take a look at our curriculum, course schedules and syllabi -- look at course titles, descriptions, schedules, booklists, course assignments, etc. Go to the MPA Course and Schedule Info page: www.evergreen.edu/mpa/courseinfo.htm
· Talk to MPA staff to get more information: 

· for the Public and Non-Profit Administration and Public Policy concentrations, call 360.867.6554

· for the Tribal Governance concentration, call 360.867.6202

· Visit an MPA core class, so you can talk with faculty and students and actually sit in the seat to see if it’s right for you. Contact MPA staff for more information.

· Take an MPA elective course before you’re admitted -- if you have a Bachelor's degree, you can “try out” the MPA program and take up to 8 MPA elective credits per quarter as a non-admitted "Graduate Special Student." Should you get admitted, up to 12 credits will count toward your degree. Go to our home page for more information: www.evergreen.edu/mpa
