MPA CURRICULUM
The MPA degree consists of 60 credits. All students are required to complete two core programs (1st year Core and 2nd year Core) and a Capstone project, for a total of 36 credits. The remaining course requirements are determined by the concentration each student chooses (see concentrations below).

Core programs are team taught by interdisciplinary faculty teams. During the first year, the Core examines: the foundations of public administration; the economic and political context of the public sector; concepts of democratic governance; policy, finance and budgeting; and additional practical knowledge and skills needed to run an organization in the public, nonprofit or tribal sectors. During their second year, students take Core coursework in the Fall and Winter quarters. Second year Core focuses on analytic concepts and techniques, including research methods and the application of analytical techniques in administration (e.g., policy analysis, performance measurement, fiscal analysis, program evaluation, etc.).

To “cap off” their studies, MPA students complete the Capstone course, which is offered in the Spring quarter. In Capstone, students reflect on their work in the program, integrate experiences by looking at their work holistically and demonstrate what they have learned in the program through a demonstration project (usually with an applied focus, working with an agency, tribe, nonprofit organization or other organization doing public work). 

Because the work that people do in public service is far reaching, the MPA program offers three areas of concentration, so students can tailor their learning to meet their particular requirements. The concentrations offered by the program are:
