Student and Alumni Profile Model/ Marketing
*NOTE: this format is modeled off of several various MPA student and Alumni profiles.  The interview/ question format seems to be most popular and can be used in a blog platform as well.
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Alicia LeDuc

I walked in June 2011, graduated December 2011

Background data

See resume
Interview format; questions are as follows:

· Why did you choose the Evergreen MPA program and how did you determine which concentration would be the best fit to your career goals?

My career goal has basically been to do whatever I want to do. That has generally focused on international economic and social development, but not in any specific area; from my resume you’ll see I have been active in a number of realms, including HIV/AIDS activism, Social Responsible Investing and microfinance/access to capital issues, homelessness issues, community development, environmentalism/conservation, clean energy, education, religious freedom, criminal justice/prison issues, and more recently medical cannabis patient rights and rural economic development. 

I chose the Evergreen program because: 

1) I knew I wanted to work in a capacity that influenced the way the world works, and the dual focus on government and non-profit governance was attractive in this regard;

2) I studied business administration and finance in my undergraduate, and rounding out that education with training in government and non-profit administration seemed like it would round out my education and allow me to get almost any type of job;

3) I disdain student aptitude testing based on standardized tests, and Evergreen’s lack of a GRE requirement, coupled with their philosophy regarding grades and evaluations, was attractive to me

4) The lack of a GRE requirement meant I could apply at Evergreen to start in the coming year, rather than having to wait an additional admissions cycle after taking the GRE (I was scheduled to take the GRE in June, but was able to apply to Evergreen in February and actually start class in June, thereby negating my need to ever take the test)

5) Evergreen was local (I’m a Washington native), and known for being controversial/open-minded and non-traditional. Having been through the program my opinions and impressions about the school have changed, but the school’s reputation as a forward-thinking institution and activism hot bead was attractive

6) The MPA program was recommended to me by a professor at my undergraduate institution whom I respected, who was an Evergreen alum

7) The school was relatively low cost
· Were/ Are you impressed with the convenience, cost and value of the program?

I was very impressed with the cost and convenience of the program. The Summer/Evening scheduling allowed me to get a head start on classes before the fall quarter began, and the evening scheduling allowed me to pursue multiple employment and internship opportunities, many of which directly contributed to my current, and I imagine future, success. The evening option also allowed me to offset program costs through daytime employment, which coupled with the program’s low tuition and scholarship opportunities, made the program extremely affordable for me as a working young professional. 

· What was/ is your greatest take- away from the Evergreen MPA program and how have you applied that knowledge to your current professional position?

My greatest takeaway from the MPA program has been the training and skill building I received regarding conducting and analyzing social research. I applied those skills firsthand in my capstone work in Tanzania, and have been able to carry the knowledge with me in my current work as a research analyst with the Department of Commerce and volunteer work I do in the community. Understanding how to develop research; acquire, analyze and vet data; and harness that analysis and information to achieve goals or understand situations has been invaluable, on multiple occasions setting me apart from my peers in the field in a lucrative way. The MPA program walked the line between practice and theory in a way that allowed me to directly engage the coursework materials and apply them, in an informed way, in my professional endeavors. 

· How has/ does the unique platform of the MPA cohort, faculty interaction and seminar structure benefited you in meeting your career and life goals?

The cohort model developed many close connections between the students in my class, the vast majority of which I am still in connection with today. During the program, this meant after-hours study groups, weekend socials that inevitably led to policy and theory discussions, and what I believe will be lifelong friendships. Years later, we are now serving on each others’ board of directors, helping classmates start and support small businesses and non-profits, serving as references and job seeking resources, and continually networking with each other to provide professional – and personal – development opportunities for growth and mobility.  From a social and professional standpoint, the MPA cohort model has exceeded my expectations and benefitted me personally. 
The close faculty interaction was also personally beneficial. I received timely feedback on my assignments, and was able to approach faculty for references and perspectives on major life endeavors. In particular, Amy Gould was there for me 100% of the way as I drafted multiple research projects, ILCs, and conducted non-traditional overseas social research using Grounded Theory research methods, still considered somewhat pioneering in many ways. My experience was that faculty were open to new and non-traditional ideas, and welcomed and encouraged students to design projects and research that helped the students achieve their personal learning objectives in a way that challenged the students from an individual perspective.  I was able to tailor my education to a personal fit I didn’t think possible in higher education, and what I gained from it was extraordinary professional results and personal accomplishments.  

· What advice would/can you offer to prospective and current students?

The more time spent with the material – reading, reflecting, testing – in your current situation, whatever that may be, will help you learn the deeper lessons and patterns that will stick with you in the long run. No matter what the topic, take the material and find a way to apply it to your situation, generally or specifically.  Learning to do that will help you see the broader application of the teachings to the myriad circumstances we face in life, and help you further develop your own perspective and get the most out of the program. 
Taking the time to make connections– even as a busy adult – with your cohort will definitely pay off…Make the most of the networking potential of a room full of professionals in your relative field, especially in a market as small as Western Washington, or even the PNW as a whole. MPA connections have been directly responsible for my last 3 internship/employment positions and in part my admission to law school on a full-ride scholarship, not to mention a tremendous resource as a professional sounding board and volunteer pool to call on for community engagement. 
