Ken Conte

Staff Director

Office of Program Research

House of Representatives

Brief Biography:

I grew up in Olympia, having moved here with my family at the age of three.  I attended Charles Wright Academy in Lakewood during grade school and part of middle school then transferred to the North Thurston school district from which I graduated in 1972.  I have a BS in Zoology (1976) from the University Washington and an MPA from The Evergreen State College (1982).  I was in TESC’s first MPA class which started in 1980.

Professionally, I worked for the University of Washington for two years after graduating with my undergraduate degree.  I then worked for the Marine Land Management Division of the Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for four years.  I attended TESC while working full-time for DNR and then accepted a position with the House of Representatives shortly after receiving my master’s degree.  I have worked for the House of Representative’s Office of Program Research (OPR), the non-partisan committee staff, for the last 28 years.  I started with OPR as a Research Analyst and then became the Staff Director 16 years ago.  I remain in the Staff Director position today, managing a staff of approximately 75 year around staff and approximately 100 staff during the legislative session.  

Marcee Stiltner 

In senior leadership positions since 1985; Executive Director of various non-profit organizations since 1990. All of my work was in community mental health centers until 2005, including Executive Director of South Sound Mental Health Services from 1994 through 2004. In 2005  I started a coaching and consulting business. I occasionally go back to a regular job, such as 2 years at Rochester Organization of Families for 2 years and currently part-time at Children’s Advocacy Centers of Washington. 

Wolfgang Opitz, PhD-- Biographical Sketch 

Wolf Opitz grew up in Everett, Washington, has a Bachelor's degree from the University of Washington and an MA and PhD from the University of Texas at Austin.  He was a research scientist with the Battelle Memorial Institute in Seattle from 1986 to1988, then joined the Washington State Office of Financial Management (OFM) to do population forecasts, analyze health care costs, and assess the economic impact industries on the state's communities. He served as Budget Director for the Washington State Department of Social and Health Services from 1994-1998 where he developed and implemented a $10 billion biennial budget, then returned to OFM in 1998 as Senior Budget Assistant to the Governor for Education where led OFM’s work on K-12, higher education, and workforce training.  He became Deputy Director at OFM in 2000 and worked on state wide forecasting, budget, accounting, information system, labor relations, contracting, facility oversight and risk management issues.  In January 2009 State Treasurer Jim McIntire appointed him Assistant State Treasurer where he now works with a talented professional staff that do borrowing, investment, and cash management work for the state.

Stephen Buxbaum

	Stephen Buxbaum for Olympia City Council - Position #5

Stephen Buxbaum is a long-time local entrepreneur and public servant.

In the 1980's he helped raise funds and secure a permanent location for the Olympia Farmers' Market. He organized one of the nation's first organic produce marketing cooperatives, which helped support the start-up of many of this area's small family owned farms. Stephen is a long time volunteer with Garden Raised Bounty (GRuB), a successful local non-profit that serves at risk teens and provides fresh food for low-income families. He also grows food in his own yard and gives gardening workshops for his neighbors.

Stephen is a member of the board of the Dispute Resolution Center and is completing training as a certified mediator.

As an executive manager for the state of Washington, he oversaw financing of hundreds of affordable housing, community facilities and public works projects. In 2005, he received a fellowship to attend Harvard University's program for senior executives in state and local government. In 2006, he was appointed to chair the Governor's Interagency Council on Homelessness. Now, in addition to managing his consulting business, he teaches part-time for Evergreen's Masters of Public Administration program.

Stephen moved to Olympia in 1977, and lives in the South Capitol neighborhood with his wife, Joyce Kilmer.

Stephen is running to bring a new attitude to the city council. He wants Olympia to work together to make our waterfront the crown jewel of South Puget Sound – open and available to everyone. He will apply his experience and knowledge to bring housing to downtown and increase the vitality of locally owned businesses. Stephen believes local government should support citizens who have good ideas to make the community better, not get in their way. He will make sure the public is heard at city hall.
	

	
	His Goals

· Include citizens, neighborhood associations and stakeholders in Council decisions;

· Work together to create a downtown waterfront where the public can celebrate the beauty of our surroundings;

· Help locally owned businesses thrive;

· Support community-driven comprehensive design and planning (rather than developer-driven spot rezones);

· Commit to support neighborhood driven solutions;

· Build downtown housing.



	
	


Dick Cushing

Dick Cushing is Vice President of Waldron & Company, and formerly City Manager for the City of Olympia and adjunct professor for MPA classes at Evergreen 

Meagan Eliot
Director of Public Participation and Research at FLT Consulting, Inc. 

Current

· Director of Public Participation and Research at FLT Consulting, Inc. 

Past

· Policy Analyst/Research Coordinator at Association of Washington Cities 

Education

· The Evergreen State College 

Industry

Government Administration 



Meagan Eliot’s Experience

Director of Public Participation and Research 

FLT Consulting, Inc.

(Government Administration industry)

2007 — Present (3 years ) 

Policy Analyst/Research Coordinator 

Association of Washington Cities

(Government Administration industry)

2001 — 2006 (5 years ) 

        Meagan Eliot’s Education

· The Evergreen State College 

MPA , Public Policy/Citizen Engagement , 2000 — 2002 

Mary Ann Lindeblad

· 2010
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2010 

Washington 

Director, Division of Healthcare Services

Washington State Department of Social & Health Services 

Mary Ann 

Lindeblad 

Ms. Lindeblad is the director of the Division of Healthcare Services for the Washington Health and Recovery Services Administration, Department of Social and Health Services.  She serves on the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services’ Medicaid Managed Care Technical Advisory Group and is a member of the National Academy for State Health Policy.  Her division operates the Healthy Options program, the Washington Medicaid Integration Pilot, other care management, coordination and integrated care pilots, administrative match, utilization review, transportation and interpreter services, and oversees family planning programs, maternity, and other children and family health services.  Her previous positions include assistant administrator of the state’s Public Employees Benefits Board, director of operations for Unified Physicians of Washington, and office chief for Managed Care and Family Services during the 1990s. 

Ms. Lindeblad holds a bachelor’s degree in nursing from Eastern Washington University’s Intercollegiate Nursing Program and a master’s degree in public health from the University of Washington. 

