Thank you for your interest in the Evergreen MPA program! What follows is some detailed information about the program that I hope will be helpful to you. 
APPLY NOW FOR FALL 2010 -- PRIORITY DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 16, 2010
Students begin the MPA program once a year, in the Fall. We are now accepting Fall 2010 applications with a priority deadline of February 16, 2010. Applications that are complete (all materials received by our Admissions Office) by the priority deadline are guaranteed consideration for Fall 2010 admission. For details about applying, scroll down to the header "APPLYING TO THE MPA PROGRAM." In the meantime, anyone with a bachelor's degree can take MPA elective courses on a space-available basis as a non-admitted graduate special student.  For more information, scroll down to the header "TAKE COURSES BEFORE YOU ARE ADMITTED TO MPA, AS A NON-ADMITTED “GRADUATE SPECIAL STUDENT”.

GET YOUR MPA ON EVENINGS AND WEEKENDS, GO PART TIME OR FULL TIME, KEEP YOUR DAY JOB The General cohort program (Public/Non-Profit Administration and Public Policy concentrations combined) is entirely an evening and weekend program, AND you may attend part-time or full-time, so you can "keep your day job" and still complete your Master's degree. Required: in the first 2 years, just 1 week night every week + usually 1 Saturday at the end of each 10 week quarter. This makes commuting from Pierce and King Counties very doable, and we've had students who live as far away as Bellingham and Portland. 

Here are the details: at a minimum, during your first 2 years you need to be on campus to attend your required core coursework 1 evening (weeknight) every week, from 6-10pm, plus some weekend time (typically 1 Saturday). In the first year you'll be here on Tuesday nights for first year core, and in your second year you'll be here every Thursday night for second year core. Core program courses are 6 credits each, and electives are either 2 or 4 credit courses (2 credit courses are complete in just 1 weekend). A full-time course load is 8 credits, and taking a full-time course load would enable you to complete your degree in about 7 quarters, or just over 2 years. If you attend part-time you may take up to 6 years to complete the degree (though most students complete the degree in 2 to 4 years). To see course schedules for every quarter to give you a sense of what might work for you, go to this page and look under the header for each quarter ("Fall 2009", etc): http://www.evergreen.edu/mpa/courseinfo.htm
WHY AN EVERGREEN MPA?

At the MPA program we are motivated by Mohandes K. Gandhi's famous statement "You must be the change you wish to see in the world." Our students, faculty and staff create learning communities to explore and implement socially just, democratic public service. We:

+ think critically and creatively;

+ communicate effectively;

+ work collaboratively;

+ embrace diversity;

+ value fairness and equity;

+ advocate powerfully on behalf of the public; and 

+ imagine new possibilities and accomplish positive change in our workplaces and in our communities.

We have 3 concentrations to choose from: Public/Non-Profit Administration; Public Policy (which meet together and are called the "General cohort"); and Tribal Governance (the "Tribal cohort").  All require 36 credits of core coursework, including a Capstone project, and a total of 60 credits for completion, but have different elective requirements. For more information about our concentrations and other program info, go to our website, http://www.evergreen.edu/mpa, and click on the links on the left side under "MPA Concentrations" and under "For Prospective Students".

EVERGREEN MPA IS AFFORDABLE: $250 PER CREDIT, $1,500-$2,500 ON AVERAGE PER QUARTER, $15-16K FOR ENTIRE PROGRAM FOR TUITION & FEES (FOR WASHINGTON RESIDENTS) 
At about $250 per credit hour and $15-16,000 for tuition and fees for the entire degree (60 credits) for Washington State residents, Evergreen’s MPA program is very affordable. By comparison, tuition and fees for the University of Washington’s MPA program are approximately $23,000 (Washington residents), and for Seattle University’s MPA program are approximately $30,000. For more details re: tuition, fees and other costs of attending Evergreen, go to:

http://www.evergreen.edu/business/studentaccounts/
CAREERS FOR MPA GRADS

We have alumni working at all levels of government (federal, state, city, county, tribal), in the non-profit sector, in the for-profit sector and in a wide variety of interest areas, including: health, education, law enforcement, social services, environmental issues, homelessness, legislative policy, community development, transportation, human resources, budgeting, strategic planning, project management. More specifically, what follows is a list of job titles of some of our students and alumni. You can find additional info about public administration careers at the site of our national organization: http://www.naspaa.org/students/careers/alumni.asp
Training Specialist for a non-profit organization….Communications Manager for a state agency….Executive Director for a non-profit….Comprehensive Planner for a city…. Legislative Analyst for a state agency….Administrator for division of a state law enforcement agency….Program Manager with a non-profit….Prevention Manager for a state agency….Research Manager for a federal agency….Recruitment Manager for a state agency….Education and Outreach Specialist for a county….Capital Campaign Manager with a non-profit….Lobbyist for a non-profit….Senior Research Analyst for a state agency….Legislative Liaison for state agency….Housing Division Manager for a state agency….Sustainability Coordinator for a college….Forecast Analyst for a state agency….Faculty at a college….Operations Manager for a library system

STRONG NATIONAL TREND TOWARD CAREERS IN PUBLIC SERVICE 
In addition, there is a strong national trend toward careers in public service, and applications to public administration graduate programs are way up. Check out this recent New York Times article (4/12/09):

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/12/weekinreview/12lohr.html?emc=eta1
STATISTICS PREREQUISITE

Before beginning the MPA program in the Fall, all admitted students must have completed an introductory statistics course that meets our prerequisite requirements with a grade of "C" or better within the past five years. This means that you may apply and be admitted conditionally without having taken statistics and that you can complete statistics as late as the summer before you begin the MPA program in the Fall. Note that we will be giving admissions preference to applicants who have completed a statistics course that meets our requirements at the time of application. For more information about the statistics prerequisite requirement and to see a list of courses that meet our prerequisite requirements go to the page listed below and, under “Program Information” click on the link that begins: “Prerequisite course info for prospective MPA students…”: http://www.evergreen.edu/mpa/courseinfo.htm
TAKE ELECTIVE COURSES BEFORE YOU ARE ADMITTED TO MPA
You don’t have to wait until you are admitted to take MPA elective courses. No special admissions process is needed: anyone with a Bachelor's degree may take up to 8 MPA elective credits per quarter on a space-available basis as a non-admitted "Graduate Special Student." Should you get admitted, up to 12 credits will count toward your degree -- it's a great way "try out" the MPA program to see if it's right for you. 

For Fall, Winter and Spring quarters, special students may begin registering for open MPA elective courses on the first day of the quarter, with instructor permission. We recommend that students contact us the week before the quarter begins to see which electives are still open and get instructor permission for courses of interest at that time to prepare for registration on the first day of the quarter. For complete registration information and information about electives for a particular quarter, go to the MPA “Course and Schedule Information” page and under the header for that quarter, look for the link with “Course Registration and Elective Info” in the filename: http://www.evergreen.edu/mpa/courseinfo.htm. Other course information can be found on the “MPA Course Schedule” for the quarter and in syllabi as they are posted.

APPLYING TO THE MPA PROGRAM

To access admission and application info on line you can go to: 

http://www.evergreen.edu/mpa/applicationcheck.htm
http://www.evergreen.edu/mpa/admissionsreq.htm
The GRE is NOT required for admission.

Re: transcripts, we need a complete set of official transcripts from EVERY college and university attended. This includes credits that were transferred to and accepted by the college/university that awarded your undergraduate degree. Note that this policy applies to Evergreen graduates as well: we need an official Evergreen transcript for the MPA admission file, and students who transferred to Evergreen as undergraduates must provide a new set of all transcripts for the MPA admission file. Finally, note that many schools have transcript "rush" services available for an extra fee. Evergreen does NOT have rush transcript services: allow 2 weeks for transcript requests.

FINANCIAL AID

Re: financial aid (for admitted students), many students admitted to the MPA program are eligible for some form of financial aid. This may include student loans, scholarships, tuition waivers, and other forms of assistance. The first step is to complete the federal student aid form, the FAFSA, beginning January 1 before the Fall of admission. The second step, for scholarships, tuition waivers, etc. is to complete the MPA financial aid form, typically due on May 1 before the Fall of admission. We expect to post 2010-11 information in January 2010 at the MPA Financial Aid link below. In the meantime, 2009-10 MPA financial aid information may be helpful: http://www.evergreen.edu/mpa/finaid.htm
FIND OUT MORE ABOUT MPA

There are several options to find out more about MPA. First, we offer group MPA Information Sessions in downtown Olympia at the Olympia Timberland Library (313 8th Ave. SE). Our next 2 sessions are on Monday, November 30 and on Tuesday, January 12, both from 6-7pm. Note that the January session is the last information session before the Fall 2010 priority application deadline (which is February 16, 2010). I'll be there to discuss our curriculum, admissions requirements, program costs, financial aid, and other information you need. No need to RSVP - just show up! For more information, go to our Information Sessions page: http://www.evergreen.edu/mpa/infosessions.htm. If you are unable to attend an information session, or if you have additional questions after a session, we can make a 1/2 hour weekday phone or in-person appointment. Just email me with a few good dates and times for you.

A great option is to visit 1 night of the 1st year core course, "The Context of Public Administration", which meets on Tuesday nights from 6-10pm in the Seminar 2 building, Room D1105. This is the Core course you will be taking in Fall 2010. In the Fall the course accepts visitors from the 2nd week of meeting (October 6) through the 9th week (December 1), with no meeting on November 24. You can just show up to a class: before class begins just be sure to let the faculty know that you are there as a visitor. We highly recommend that you attend the entire class if you can, to give you the best sense of what the class is like. To review the syllabus to see which night you might like to visit, check our MPA Course and Schedule Information page under Fall 2009: http://www.evergreen.edu/mpa/courseinfo.htm. 

And here is a link with directions to Evergreen and a campus map: http://www.evergreen.edu/tour/gethere.htm
Finally, you can connect with a current student and/or alum to hear more about MPA from their perspective. If this interests you, just email me and I will reply with a few names and their contact info.

I hope this information is helpful to you. Once again, thank you for your interest in Evergreen MPA! 
Best to you,
Randee
Randee Gibbons, MPP, MA  |  Assistant MPA Director | The Evergreen State College
gibbonsr@evergreen.edu  |  360.867.6554 |  www.evergreen.edu/mpa  
