Some Common Characteristics of Students Admitted to Evergreen MPA
Many of the students we admitted to the MPA program demonstrated several of the following characteristics:

· Advanced writing skills. The Statement of Purpose and Public Policy essays were not only very well written (form and content) but also professional in tone. 

· Completed the statistics prerequisite requirement before they applied
· GPA of 3.3 or better for last 90 quarter units if completed undergraduate degree somewhere other than Evergreen; consistently excellent faculty course evaluations if completed undergraduate degree at Evergreen 
· Met the priority application deadline

· Previous work or volunteer experience of significant responsibility for more than one year in a non-profit or government agency (which they typically described and referenced in the Statement of Purpose to demonstrate strong interest in pursuing an MPA)

· Completed successful coursework as a graduate special student (which they typically referenced in the Statement of Purpose to demonstrate strong interest in pursuing an MPA; may have also asked a course instructor to write one of the recommendations)

· Showed they had really paid attention to following instructions + demonstrated conclusively why they want to go to Evergreen (vs. any other grad program and any other MPA program). This shows both how well informed person is and how much research they did

· The quality of the whole application package and each part of the application was topnotch. Going to grad school is similar to starting a new job. Ask yourself: if I handed in this application packet to apply for a job, would I get the job? No typos; well structured/well written resume; policy paper actually addressed a policy; references very enthusiastic, specific, relevant.

