Faculty Evaluation of Students

Student Last and First Name:  She??? 
Program, Course or Contract Title:  Policy, Finance, and Budgeting for Public Administration
Quarter and Academic Year: Spring 2013 

DESCRIPTION: 

Faculty: Amy Gould, Ph.D. Larry Dzieza, MPA; Lee Lyttle, MPA, MUP, MLIS
The final quarter of the MPA program’s first year core provided an introduction to policy analysis and policymaking, budgeting, and financial management.  The class explored each topic and examined important linkages between them.  Special topics included applying models of the public policy process, budget and finance issues for nonprofits and the public sector, and how to manage effectively in a time of budget cuts and downsizing.  Students read a series of texts including Bardach’s A Practical Guide for Policy Analysis, Kingdon’s Alternatives, Agendas, and Public Policies, Hacker and Pierson’s Winner-Take-All Politics, Stone’s Policy Paradox, Rubin's The Politics of Public Budgeting, plus a variety of articles and documents.  They wrote a series of papers on policy and budgeting topics, including a policy memo, an analysis of a budgeting case, creating a budget spreadsheet, and a paper on organizational downsizing. The major assignment for the quarter was a detailed analysis of a state government budget, for which students completed a 10-15 page paper and a poster.

EVALUATION:

Written by: Lee Lyttle, MPA, MUP, MLIS
This quarter ______ met all the expectations of the program. She gave evidence that she had read all of the materials and was an active member of this learning community.  She attended most of the class sessions and turned in all of the required assignments.  In lectures or presentations, which typically began each class, she was attentive and occasionally offered comments.  She also participated well in the following group workshops that followed each lecture.

_____ has a generally quiet demeanor yet can be intense on those topics that she cares deeply.  This is coupled with a very practical mind.  She came to seminar prepared and participated very well.  ______ performed admirably in both large and small groups, but seemed most comfortable in the latter where she became very engaged, paying good close attention to others.  _______ is generally a straightforward individual in her participation and this characteristic made discussions with her very honest and ‘down-to-earth’ for all members of her discussion group.  Her seminar papers usually exhibited good synthesis of the material.  Her voice and point of view were always present and I typically commented, “Well done” on her seminar papers.  Her paper on dealing with an organization in financial crisis was especially interesting and well written.  _____’s writing came to exhibit a good balance of analysis and personal points of view.  

For her final project _______ teamed with 3 other student to do a policy brief for ______.  The final group paper was well researched and well prepared.  She identified an important policy problem of (insert ‘problem statement’).  _______’s overall analysis of this was a good summarizing that …(insert a brief solution statement’).   .  ______’s poster presentation to the class was very simple and acceptable.  The graphics in the web presentation helped explain the challenges and clarified the story. It also expressed visually the narrative and title of her report, though more creativity could have been put into it to make it more effective.  Nonetheless, the team’s report and poster, including _____’s contributions, all together made for a good overview and presentation of the policy issue.  

Overall, ______’s work this quarter was very good and she will be awarded full credit.  

EQUIVALENCIES:                                         TOTAL CREDITS:  6

3  –  Public Policy and Policy Analysis 

3  –  Public and Nonprofit Budgeting and Financial Management 
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