Nita Rinehart
6334 Tamoshan Drive N.W.

Olympia, WA 98502

360-867-1056
Education

B.A. English Literature, Southern Methodist University 1962
B.A. Music, Southern Methodist University 1965

J.D. University of Washington School of Law 1990

Certificate, Professional Mediation, University of Washington School of Law ContinuingLegal Education 1994

Certificate, Harvard University JFK School of Government Program for Senior Executives in State and Local Government 1997

Certificate, Senior Mediator, Thurston County Dispute Resolution Center 1998 (family mediation, group mediation, court-ordered mediation)

Employment 

2002 - present  Visiting Faculty, Master in Public Administration Program, The  Evergreen State College, Olympia, Washington

2002    Political Science Instructor, South Puget Sound Community College, Olympia, 


Washington
1997 – 2002  Staff Director, Washington State Senate Democratic Caucus


(Hire, coach staff of 21 lawyers, policy analysts, public information officers)

1983 – 1996 member, Washington State Senate


(Chair, Subcommittee on Higher Education (1983-1985)  Chair, Ways and Means Committee (responsible for Washington State Operating and Capital Budgets and revenue to support them)

1979 – 1982  member, Washington State House of Representatives


(Ranking minority House Revenue Committee)

Accomplishments

First woman to Chair Senate Ways and Means Committee 
Established Address Confidentiality Program to protect battered spouses

Established Lemon Law to protect new car buyers

Established on-going absentee voter process
Created Higher Education Co-ordinating Board

Member, Governor’s Council on Education Reform and Funding 
Courses taught

Undergraduate:  Political Science
Graduate :

Advocacy and Social Change
Budget and Tax Policy

Education Policy 
First Year Core Master in Public Administration

Legislative Policy  

Public Law

Washington State Politics and Processes

