Hello Liana:
 

I'm writing to update you on your status on the waitlist for the Fall 2008 cohort entering the Evergreen MPA program.  You are currently #1 on our waitlist.

 

We think it is likely that we will admit at least a couple of folks from the waitlist, but it is unpredictable just how many we will admit or when. 
Note that we can admit students until just before the mandatory MPA New Student Orientation in late September (we did this last year), and this year that means that someone could be admitted from the waitlist as late as September 25 (as the mandatory Orientation weekend is September 26-28). 

We may well admit students from the waitlist just after September 15. Here's why: September 15 is the deadline for newly admitted students to send us evidence of satisfactory completion of a statistics course that meets our prerequisite requirement. This means that we may well be admitting students from the waitlist right after September 15. 

So, if you're able to keep your options open, you may want to do so.  But we don't want to leave you with false hopes or encourage you to make plans around the idea that we will definitely find room for you in the entering class this fall.

 

To stay on track for possible Fall 2008 admission:

-You need to be completing the statistics prerequisite if you have not already done so. We will not admit anyone from the waitlist unless they have either completed the prerequisite or can show us that they are on track to complete it and provide documentation by September 15, 2008. Here is a link with more information about our statistics prerequisite requirements: 

http://www.evergreen.edu/mpa/docs/prereqinfofor08-09.doc
-You should also make sure that you reserve that mandatory Orientation weekend of Sept. 26-28.

I am happy to speak with you about 08-09 courses and other MPA program information. In the meantime, here is some information that I hope will be helpful:

-First year MPA students are required to take the first year core course sequence: this is one course in the Fall, Winter and Spring. It always meets Tuesday night from 6-10pm. In the Fall the course is 6 credits and titled "The Context of Public Administration". 

-A full-time course load in MPA is 8 credits, so if you want to go fulltime you would add a 2 credit elective course, which meet for 1 weekend only. You can also go part-time and just take the core course if you wish. To graduate from MPA you need 60 credits, so if you go fulltime it will take about 7 quarters to finish (people often go the summer between their first and second year OR the summer after their 2nd year). 

-For more details you will find the 08-09 curriculum, Fall 08 course information and Fall 08 elective information at this link: http://www.evergreen.edu/mpa/courseinfo.htm
If you are not admitted to the MPA program this fall:

-You can reapply to be considered for admission for Fall 2009. We begin accepting applications for Fall 2009 on September 1, 2008, and the priority application deadline (to guarantee consideration) is February 15, 2009. You would request the Evergreen Admissions Office (360.867.6170) to reactivate your 2007-08 application, and you would resubmit the actual application form as well as any parts of your application that you wished to update and/or strengthen, such as your resume, statement of purpose, etc.

 

-Note that we will be giving admissions preference to applicants who have already completed a statistics course that meets our prerequisite requirements. Otherwise, if admitted you will need to complete an approved statistics course before your MPA courses begin in the Fall of admission. If you complete a statistics course in the next year, please notify Admissions so we can give you credit for having completed this prerequisite. 
 

-You may take coursework toward your MPA as a non-admitted Graduate Special Student. No special admissions process is needed: anyone with a Bachelor's degree may take up to 8 MPA elective credits per quarter on a space-available basis. Should you get admitted, up to 20 credits will count toward your degree -- it's a great way "try out" the MPA program to see if it's right for you. 

---For Fall, Winter and Spring, special students may begin registering on the first day of the quarter. The Fall quarter begins September 29, 2008. To determine which courses are open, contact me starting the week of September 22 (the week before the quarter begins) at gibbonsr@evergreen.edu or at 360.867.6554. At that time, for every course that has space available and is of interest to you, email a paragraph to the course instructor (and cc: me) asking them to give you permission to register if there is availability and describing the reasons why you are interested in that specific course and any pertinent information about your education and/or experience. To register:
(1) get the instructor's permission (via email to me before the course begins OR via signature on the form) AND
(2) print, complete and submit the Special Student Registration Form (SSRF) to the Evergreen Registration Office by fax (to 360.867.6680, “Attention: Elaine”), mail or in person – here is the link:

http://www.evergreen.edu/registration/forms/revised_special_reg_formFWS0803.pdf
I hope this is helpful. Please contact me if you have any questions.
Best to you,

Randee
