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To:

Deans and Directors of Approved Teacher Preparation Programs
From: 

Esther Baker, Program Director, Teacher Assessments
Date:

April 8, 2008
Subject:
Survey of Institutional Policies and Procedures Regarding 

Implementation of RCW 28A.410.220 (b) 
Return date:  Tuesday, April 22, 2008
Introduction:

The legislative intent of RCW 28A.410.220 (b) allows, on an individual student basis, that approved teacher preparation programs may admit into their programs a candidate who has not achieved the minimum WEST-B passing scores.  RCW 28A.410.240 (b) describes the legislature’s desired oversight of that process through the annual assessment report.  After conducting informal research, we are aware that a few institutions have substantial numbers of candidates who have earned their baccalaureate degrees but have not passed one or both of the teacher assessments.  These candidates are ineligible for certification until all assessments are passed.  This places all parties in a potentially vulnerable position.  It seems appropriate and timely that the PESB establish policy that directs, protects and supports all parties and positions involved.  (See Attachment A for a full text of the RCWs.) 
Purpose:

The purpose of this survey is two-fold:

1. To collect information for PESB consideration regarding WAC that would more clearly align with the implementation of RCW 28A.410.220 (b) and contain the added requirement of passage of both the WEST-B and WEST-E prior to field placement, internship, or student teaching.  The intent of the WAC would prevent candidates who have not passed all subtests of the WEST-B from matriculating through a program, attaining a baccalaureate degree, and being ineligible for certification.  This is a protection for the institutions as well as the candidates.

2. To collect, compile and distribute a list of interventions known to be effective in support of struggling candidates.  Several institutions have used or developed successful interventions.  

Because many of these candidates are members of the underrepresented minorities, the PESB may elect to submit a legislative package to the 2009 legislative session that provides fiscal resources for institutions to establish a systematic intervention process.  Consequently, the accuracy of the data is crucial and your full cooperation is needed.  

Please answer the survey questions on the attached pages regarding the policies and procedures your institution uses to implement RCW 28A.410.220 (b) for those candidates who are not fully admitted and return by Tuesday April 22, 2008.  Thank you.

Survey of Institutional Policies and Procedures Regarding 

Implementation of RCW 28A.410.220 (b)
April 2008

Institution name: The Evergreen State College__________________________________________________

Person completing the survey: Dr. Sherry Walton __________________________________________

Signature of Dean or Director of the Program: _____Dr. Sherry Walton___ Date: 4/9/08____ 

After completing, please mail the survey below by Tuesday, April 22, 2008 to: Esther Baker, Professional Educator Standards Board, 600 Washington Street S, Olympia, WA 98504.  Or, return an electronic version to: esther.baker@k12.wa.us
Survey Instructions: Please answer the questions on the attached pages regarding the policies and procedures your institution uses to implement RCW 28A.410.220 (b) for those candidates who are not fully admitted.  Attachments A & B may be helpful in completing the survey.  Thank you.

Survey Questions:
1)  If all WEST-B subtests are not passed by the time of admission, what action do you take?

      A.  We deny full admission and block registering for additional classes.

2) When a candidate who has not passed all subtests of the WEST-B is allowed to take classes, select the time period by which the candidate must complete the WEST-B requirement in order to be fully admitted to program: 

Other. Not applicable: 
3)  Do you officially notify a candidate that full admission is being denied?  If so, how do you do that?

 Yes.  Select all that apply:

B. Non-registered US mail letter

4)  If you answered “yes” and selected one or more options in question #3, do you request a written acknowledgement of your notice?

B. No  

5) The annual teacher assessment data show that for most candidates who had passed 1 or 2 subtests extra help was not required.  Please select all the methods by which your institution makes that determination: 

E.  Other.  Please describe: __not applicable as we don’t admit 
6) What, if any, suggestions have you made to candidates regarding the remediation/interventions that would assist in passing all subtests of the WEST-B? 

A. The services of the campus writing center and/or math center.

B. Enrollment in additional classes in basic reading, math or writing.

7)  Have candidates who had not passed all subtests of the WEST-B been allowed to complete their field experience, internship or student teaching? 

C. Other.  Please describe: ____not applicable as we don’t admit
8)  State the number of candidates attending your institution who have not passed all subtests of the WEST-B or a WEST-E/Praxis II test, yet earned a baccalaureate degree: 

The number is: _______0____.

Attachment A
RCW 28A.410.220 (b): “On an individual student basis, approved teacher preparation programs may admit into their program a candidate who has not achieved the minimum basic skills assessment score established by the Washington professional educator standards board.  Individuals so admitted may not receive residency certification without passing the basic skills assessment under this section.”

RCW 28A.410.240: “1) By December 1, 2003, and annually thereafter, the Washington professional educator standards board shall prepare a report that includes the following information:
     (a) The range of scores on the basic skills assessment under RCW 28A.410.220(1) for persons who passed the assessment and were admitted to a Washington preparation program; and
     (b) The range of scores on the subject assessments under RCW 28A.410.220(2) for persons who passed the assessments and earned an endorsement.
     (2) The information under subsection (1) of this section shall be reported for the individual public and private colleges and universities in Washington, as well as reported on an aggregate basis. The report shall also include results disaggregated demographically. The report shall include information on the number and percentage of candidates exempted from assessments, demographic information on candidates exempted, institutions attended and endorsements sought by exempted candidates, and reasons for exclusion from the required assessments. The report shall be made available through the state library, on the website of the office of superintendent of public instruction, and placed on the legislative alert list.”

Attachment B

The table of codes below is used during the process of matching candidates with WEST-B results and may be helpful as you complete the survey.  

Admission Codes for Candidate’s 

WEST-B Status at time of Admission
	Candidate’s 
WEST–B Status
	Requirement(s) to be Fulfilled
	Code

	Passed all  

3 sections
	None.
	
	0

	Passed one or two 
WEST–B subtests
	The candidate must complete 
the WEST–B requirement within 
a time period specified by the educator preparation program
	The candidate must participate in special assistance or support courses/programs
	1

	
	
	The candidate is NOT required to participate in any special assistance or support courses/programs
	2

	Attempted one or two 

WEST–B

 subtests but has

 not yet passed 

any of them
	The candidate must complete 
the WEST–B requirement within 
a time period specified by the educator preparation program
	The candidate must participate in special assistance or support courses/programs
	3

	
	
	The candidate is NOT required to participate in any special assistance or support courses/programs
	4

	Not yet taken
	The candidate must complete the WEST–B requirement within a time period specified by the educator preparation program
	5

	Unknown
	The candidate must complete the WEST–B requirement within a time period specified by the educator preparation program
	6

	Exempt
	None
	7
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