Practicum Opportunity

Helping Students Overcome Dyslexia 
Be a reading coach for kids who struggle with reading and spelling!  In the process, you will work with a reading intervention specialist and certificated teacher to learn the elements of researched-based strategies for helping those kids.  You will also really make a difference for kids who need different way into reading.
How it works:

· You come once a week and observe as the student participates in a tutoring session.  
· You consult with the tutor about the student and best strategies for instruction and support.
· Then meet separately with the student once or twice more that week in order to practice the skills learned in the tutoring session.  Lesson plans for practice sessions will be discussed during the tutoring session and you will not have to introduce new material.
Through observation and consultation you will learn:

· A structured, sequential and multi-sensory (Orton-Gillingham-based) approach to teaching reading to kids who struggle with dyslexia and related language-processing differences.  

· To use students’ strengths and interests to help them overcome weaknesses.
· What it takes for any of us to learn to read and spell well – and strategies that you can use in a regular classroom to help ALL kids succeed.

Who will you be working with:
The students range from 3rd grade to 7th grade and attend both public and private schools in the Olympia area.

You will be supported by Sandra Guth.  Sandra has been in private practice as a reading intervention tutor for 4½ years.  She works mostly with kids who have either been diagnosed with dyslexia or have similar barriers to reading success.   Sandra is trained in Linguistic Remedies and Wilson Reading Systems, both of which are Orton-Gillingham-based approaches.  She is also trained in Handwriting Without Tears.  Sandra also completed a year-long apprenticeship with Laura Rogan, an educational therapist and trainer in the Seattle area.  Sandra graduated from Evergreen’s MIT program in 1993, and prior to entering private practice taught for 11 years in public and private elementary schools.
The model for Sandra’s practice is to work with students and a parent or other coach once a week.  Then the student and parent (or coach) practice at home.  This kind of team work allows for maximum progress. 

If you are interested call Sandra at 360-491-6116
For more information visit my website: http://home.comcast.net/~sandraguth/

Stipend negotiable
