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November 19, 2007

Ms. Mary Dupuis,

Education

Chehalis Confederated Tribes

PO Box 536

Chehalis, WA  98568

Dear Ms. DuPuis:

Preparing Teachers to Change Lives – that is the goal of the Master in Teaching Program (MIT) at The Evergreen State College in Olympia, WA.  We are a nationally recognized, state accredited teacher preparation program that works to develop the critical understanding and skills needed to teach in today’s diverse schools.  Evergreen MIT graduates are making a difference in schools:

· Ervanna Little Eagle, 2004 graduate works every day to bring her American Indian cultural experience to her classroom where she teaches social studies and art. During 2005-2006, Ervanna led a school-wide project to create a cedar totem representing the stories of the three small schools within Marysville Junior High School, symbolized by the Owl, Bear and Raven.

· Gwendolyn Shae and Shanti Kessler, also from the MIT class of 2004, and Connie Wood from the class of 2007, are teaching math and language arts at the Chief Leschi School in Puyallup.

· 2007 MIT graduates, along with the Evergreen Center for Educational Improvement, all worked on lesson plans with the Chehalis Tribe to incorporate their local history into relevant social studies curriculum for the area.

Our MIT program incorporates all the required education coursework in an interdisciplinary format over four quarters and provides two quarters of student teaching, resulting in students receiving a master’s degree of 96 credits and residency (beginning) teaching certification to teach in Washington. 

We have enclosed MIT brochures for you to share with others.  Your assistance in referring potential applicants would be greatly appreciated.  Our application period for each fall is Oct. 1 to mid-April.  Also check-out our website for further information and video clips at www.evergreen.edu/mit. Please encourage anyone interested to contact us for a catalog, help with questions, or to arrange an individual advising appointment or visit to a class among the firs, cedar and hemlock on campus.

The MIT program does have some scholarship opportunities, including the Lloyd Colfax Indian Education Scholarship and the Hearst Endowment Award for Future Native American Teachers. 

If you need additional materials, would like a program poster, or would like a program representative to visit, do not hesitate to call. Thank you again for letting people know about Evergreen’s MIT program.

Sincerely,
Maggie Foran

Associate Director, MIT
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