Washington Educator Skills Tests (WEST)
WEST-B (Washington Educator Skills Test-Basic)

This basic skills assessment is on reading, mathematics and writing and is required for applying to teacher preparation programs in this state.  Test preparation (test frameworks/concepts to know & practice questions) and registration at the WEST/NES/Pearson website: www.west.nesinc.com  Pearson’s phone is (800) 784-4999.  This is a computer-based test only available year-round, but one should register no later than 3 days in advance, the earlier the better. Please note that scores are reported to institutions only once a month, so plan accordingly so your institution receives the score by their application deadline. Passing scores are 240 points out of 300 on each section. Scores are kept for 10 years. Reading & math have 60 questions each, writing 50 questions & two essay questions (a persuasive prompt & a descriptive prompt) which must be answered to pass. Reading and math subtests are 2 hours each, writing is 3 hours, and if taking all three the same day you have 5 hours. One registers for a single subtest, or all three at once. Retakes allowed are after 45 days.  
Registration fee per test date is currently $35, and each subtest (reading, math, and writing) is $40 or $155 if all taken same day.  See test website under policies for information on testing accommodations, test site rules, etc. 
A WEST-B online course to review concepts and practice tests is available by going to http://www.longsdalepub.com/west-b.  Register by using school number 52050 and school key evergreen.
Official SAT and/or ACT scores meeting passing minimums can substitute for WEST B scores.  Acceptable SATs: Reading/Verbal 27 or 500 (prior to 3/16); Math 530 or 515(prior to 3/16); Writing 28 or 490(prior to 3/16).  Acceptable ACT: Reading and Math 22; Writing 8 or 23(9/15-8/16). Scores can be from more than one source.
WEST-E (Washington Educator Skills Test-Endorsements)
These are computer-based content knowledge tests for each endorsement area. Some endorsements use the WEST-E test, some use a National Evaluation Series (NES) as the WEST-E for that endorsement. You can find out which test to take on the WEST website at www.west.nesinc.com. Registration information, links to seat availability, information on allotted time and number of questions, and preparation materials can also be found here. WEST tests are $120 per test or $60 per subtest, and $35 registration date fee, NES tests are $90 per test except elem ed which is $50 for one subtest, $95 for both.

A WEST-E must be passed with at least a 240 out of 300 points, a NES test needs 220 points.  The Elementary Education & Middle Level Humanities have two subtests.  Applicants wanting to make Evergreen’s MiT early application deadline should take WEST –E tests no later than Dec. 24, 2016, NES test no later than Jan. 6, 2017. Register no later than 3 days prior to test date. WEST-E retakes are allowed after 45 days, NES retakes after 30 days. Complete applications with a WEST-E by the April 3 final deadline are expected and improve chances for acceptance to Evergreen’s MiT - applications without a WEST-E will be considered on a case-by-case basis.  Some certification programs let you take these tests before student teaching. A small number of WEST fee waivers are available each year, check with MiT advisor Maggie Foran at foranm@evergreen.edu for availability. NES fee waiver forms are available if you are a current college student receiving financial aid, but can take at least three weeks to receive. See WEST testing periods and corresponding score reporting dates on back. NES scores are reported every Friday to institutions.
French, Spanish and Japanese candidates will take the Designated World Languages WEST-E in addition to the ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) or computerized interview (OPIC) and the Written Proficiency Test (WPT) from www.languagetesting.com. These proficiencies must be passed at the advanced low level. Evergreen is a test site, please contact MiT advisor Maggie Foran to discuss possible testing dates.
Out of state MIT applicants and Entrance Tests 
Most WEST and NES tests are available at locations throughout the U.S. (check west.nesinc.com website for seat availability).  If they are not accessible in your area, the state allows certain substitutes for the WEST B such as the Praxis CORE and CSET. For a complete list of acceptable tests and passing scores see: http://assessment.pesb.wa.gov/assessments/westb/exemption/west-b-equivalent-tests. If conditionally admitted without a WEST-E test, it must be taken as soon as possible on arrival in Washington.
Additional Information

Some WEST B and WEST E study materials are available for review when the Teacher Educator Resource Room is open, Seminar 2 E 3130 on the Evergreen Olympia campus, generally Mondays 10 am-5 pm, Tuesday thru Friday 8 am to 5 pm.
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