
Washington Educator Skills Tests (WEST)
WEST-B (Washington Educator Skills Test-Basic)

This basic skills assessment measures reading, mathematics and writing and is required for individuals applying to teacher preparation programs in this state.  Test preparation (test frameworks with concepts to know and study, and practice questions) and registration information at the National Evaluation Systems/Pearson Education Inc. website: www.west.nesinc.com  Pearson can also be contacted at (800) 784-4999.  There are 9 test locations around the state, and 7 test dates per year. For fall 2010 applicants to Evergreen’s MIT program, plan on taking tests in February and April if possible. Upcoming Test Dates are:   2/27/10     4/17/10     6/5/10     7/24/10
One must score 240 points out of 300 on each section to pass. Scores are kept by the testing company for 10 years. You may sign up for one to three subtests, or two subtests (reading and math only) and one WEST-E test on each test date. You have 5 hours total and may take the tests in any order you choose. There are 60 multiple-choice questions each for reading and math, 50 for writing and two essay questions (a persuasive prompt and a descriptive prompt) which must be answered to pass the writing section.

Currently, the regular WEST-B registration deadline is five weeks in advance of test date. The late registration deadline is 3 weeks in advance of testing date (and includes late fee). Registration fee per test date is $10, and each subtest (reading, math, and writing) is $25.  See registration bulletin for information on testing accommodations, test site rules, etc. Retakes on failed sections are allowed. If the score report date for a particular test falls during the late registration period for the next test date, a late registration fee waiver will be granted to examinees who did not pass the test and who plan to retake the same test at the next test administration. The MIT office has a few vouchers to waive this fee for low income applicants per year, please contact Maggie Foran at (360) 867-6559 if interested.
WEST-E (Washington Educator Skills Test-Endorsements)
These are content knowledge tests for each endorsement area and must be passed with at least a score of 240 out of 300 points.  Generally, each WEST-E is 110 multiple choice questions. They are required for certification in Washington, and are an admissions requirement for Evergreen’s MIT program   Fees are $120 per test or $60 per subtest, see www.west.nesinc.com.  Applications without a WEST-E score by the MIT application deadline will be considered on a case-by-case basis, but a complete application with a WEST-E is strongly encouraged and improves chances for acceptance. Test dates noted above.
Students planning an elementary endorsement will take an elementary education test with two sections: one will focus on English/language arts & Social studies & the Arts, the second will focus on Math & Sciences & Health/fitness. Middle Level Humanities also has two subtests: English and Social Studies.
Applicants planning a Designated World Language Endorsement at Evergreen in French, German, Spanish or Japanese will take the new DWL WEST-E available beginning Jan. 2010 along with an 
ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview (by phone or computer) and an ACTFL Written Proficiency Test see: www.languagetesting.com.
Bilingual education applicants will take the Bilingual Education WEST-E and an ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview (by phone or computer) and an ACTFL Written Proficiency Test see: www.languagetesting.com.

Out of state MIT applicants 
May provide instead of the WEST-B, official documentation of scores on the Praxis I (PPST) of 177 on the reading subtest, 176 on the mathematics subtest and 174 for the writing subtest, or scores on the Praxis I CBT computer-administered test of 325 for reading, 321 for math and 321 for writing, or passing scores from California or Oregon on the CBEST of 37 or better for reading, math and writing, composite score of 123 or better. The computerized version of Praxis I may be taken most anytime at testing centers, contact Prometric at (800) 853-6773 for locations. The paper version of the Praxis I is available on  9/12/09, 11/14/09, 1/9/10, 3/13/10, 4/24/10. Register www.ets.org/praxis. Out of state applicants should attempt to also take the WEST-E available at 5 locations for the June test date in OR, CA, NY or AZ. 
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