
Teacher Education Tests

WEST-B (Washington Educator Skills Test-Basic)

This basic skills assessment measures reading, mathematics and writing and is required for individuals applying to teacher preparation programs in this state, and for persons from other states applying for a Washington Residency Teaching Certificate. Registration bulletins located in Academic Advising/ Career Center and MIT offices.  Study guides & registration information is on the National Evaluations Systems Inc. (NES) website: www.west.nesinc.com NES can be contacted at (800) 784-4999.  Test Dates:

03/08/08    05/10/08    07/12/08     09/08
    11/08
The regular WEST-B registration deadline is six weeks in advance of test date. The late registration deadline is three weeks in advance of testing date (and includes late fee). Registration fee per test date is $10, and each subtest (reading, math, writing) is $25. The MIT office has a few vouchers to waive this fee for low income applicants per year, please contact Maggie Foran at (360) 867-6559 if interested. 

Scores are currently good indefinitely, and retakes on failed sections are allowed. One must score 240 points out of 300 on each section to pass. You do not have to take all subtests on the same day if you choose. You have 4.5 hours each test day. There are 60 multiple-choice questions each for reading and math, 50 for writing and two essays.

Out of state MIT applicants may provide instead of the WEST-B, official documentation of scores on the Praxis I (PPST) of 177 on the reading subtest, 176 on the mathematics subtest and 174 for the writing subtest, or scores on the Praxis I CBT computer-administered test of 325 for reading, 321 for math and 321 for writing, or passing scores from California or Oregon on the CBEST of 37 or better for reading, math and writing, composite score of 123 or better. The computerized version of Praxis I may be taken most anytime at testing centers, contact Prometric at (800) 853-6773 for locations. The paper version of the Praxis I is usually available at the same locations and on the same test days as the Praxis II. Out of state applicants are still expected to take the appropriate WEST-E test(s), as these are available nationally and internationally if applying for fall 2008.
WEST-E (Washington Educator Skills Test-Endorsements)
These are content knowledge tests for each endorsement except dance which has a portfolio

FOR FALL 2008 APPLICANTS – THE WEST-E TESTS are CURRENTLY Praxis II Subject Assessments offered by the Educational Testing Service (ETS) 9/07-7/08. Most of these Praxis II tests are two hour, multiple-choice formats. ETS can be contacted at 800-772-9476.  Dates:

03/15/08   04/26/08   06/14/08   07/26/08

Praxis II subject assessments for each endorsement, passing scores, registration information & free “test at a glance” TAAG outlines can be found at the ETS website: www.ets.org/praxis/prxwa.html
(also see MIT catalog p.11 for list of tests or MIT website). ETS sells study guides & practice tests for 

most endorsement areas. The MIT advising office has a copy of these guides you may examine. The closest testing location is St. Martin’s University in Lacey, code # 05227, but may not be available all dates.  Generally, people take the test in Seattle.  The regular registration deadline is generally a month in advance of the testing date. The late registration deadline is three weeks in advance of testing date ($45 late fee). Emergency registration is available until one week before the testing date ($75, on-line only).

Registration fee due once a year is $50. Individual tests are $80-90 depending on format. 

Current students receiving financial aid may be eligible for a test fee waiver, but must complete additional paperwork (download fee waiver request) and register early.  Talk to the teacher education programs of interest to you to inquire when the test is required.  The test is required as part of your application to the MIT (Master in Teaching) program at Evergreen. ETS keeps test scores for 10 years.
For Japanese, take the ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview (www.languagetesting.com) and pass at the intermediate high level.

For Dance, contact the MIT office for guidelines on developing a dance portfolio with required components.

FOR FALL 2009 APPLICANTS – THE WEST-E TESTS are CHANGING.

Take the new WEST-E exams offered by NES (same testing company that does the WEST-B) starting Sept. 1, 2008 for endorsements in bilingual education, biology, chemistry, dance, earth & space science, elementary education, English language arts, English as a Second Language, History, mathematics, middle level humanities, middle level math, middle level science, physics, science, social studies, theatre arts and visual arts. Do not take the Praxis II exams. For information, see the Professional Educator Standards Board at www.pesb.wa.gov.

Students planning an elementary endorsement will take an elem ed test with two sections: one will focus on English/language arts & Social studies & the Arts, the second will focus on Math & Sciences & Health/fitness. Elementary education endorsement candidates must also choose to take an additional endorsement test (whether he/she is pursuing a second endorsement or not) in any area accepted by the state of Washington except traffic and safety education (drivers’ ed).
Take the Praxis II exams in early childhood education and special education as the new WEST-E tests will not yet be available. Check and see if the French, German, Japanese and Spanish tests are available from NES, or if the Praxis II tests should still be taken.
FOR FALL 2010 OR LATER APPLICANTS – TAKE THE NEW WEST-E TESTS 

Offered by NES beginning Sept. 1 ‘08 and Sept. 1 ‘09 for all areas
02/20/08

