The Evergreen State College, Olympia

Exceptional Education, Extraordinary Flexibility

If you want an education that reflects your needs, your interests, your goals and your learning style, take a closer look at The Evergreen State College in Olympia.     

The book Colleges That Change Lives praises Evergreen as one of the three best liberal arts colleges on the West Coast.  The college is known for outstanding academics (Princeton Review Top 373 Colleges), exceptional value (Fiske Guides) and leadership in sustainability and environmental stewardship (Sierra, Princeton Review and others).
What makes Evergreen truly exceptional though is the emphasis on student-directed education, interdisciplinary learning and community.

At Evergreen you design your own academic pathway.  You’ll work closely with faculty to chart your progress and shape your studies to explore specific areas of interest.  
Instead of taking four or five separate unrelated classes each quarter, you can take one interdisciplinary program – usually taught by two or three faculty from different academic fields – that focuses on a central theme. You’ll often study with the same students and faculty for two or three quarters, building community as well as skills and knowledge.  
Evergreen also offers individual classes and part-time programs through Evening and Weekend Studies to complement its full-time programs, so you’ll have even more choices to meet your needs. In addition, Evergreen has graduate programs in teaching (MIT), environmental studies (MES) and public administration (MPA).   

Evergreen’s curriculum includes the arts, media, social sciences, humanities, science, environmental studies, math, computer science and other areas of study.  Working with a faculty sponsor, you can even create your own areas of study through individual or group learning contracts.  You can put theory into practice through internships, field study, community service, research or clinical placements.  

You’ll find Evergreen alumni in education, arts and media, business, science, counseling and social work, government, law, computer science, environmental professions, health, medicine and a wide range of other fields.  Given the independent and entrepreneurial spirit at Evergreen, it’s no surprise that more than one in ten alumni start a business within a year of graduation.  Evergreen graduates have a high acceptance rate to graduate schools as well.  
Evergreen offers an education that rivals an exclusive private college – with a distinctive interdisciplinary approach and an amazing degree of flexibility – for a public institution price.  It may be just the right place for you.  

To learn more, visit admissions.evergreen.edu.  
The Evergreen Difference
	The Evergreen State College
	
	Other Colleges & Universities 

	Coordinated, interdisciplinary studies
	
	Separate, disconnected classes

	Opportunity and accountability to design your own education with support from faculty
	
	Many required classes with little room to try something new or completely different

	Work with one group of students and faculty for up to a year
	
	Isolated coursework with classmates and faculty changing every term

	Collaborative learning
	
	Competition for grades

	Lively class discussions with faculty and fellow students
	
	Mostly lecture-based classes

	Classes taught by faculty
	
	Many classes taught by graduate students

	Hands-on learning and projects
	
	Lectures, reading and multiple-choice tests

	Detailed narrative evaluations
	
	All work reduced to a letter grade

	25 to 50 students in most programs, 25 in seminars 
	
	Smaller classes only in junior or senior year

	Faculty who know your name, your goals and your work
	
	Faculty who know little about you

	Opportunities for undergraduate research
	
	Research restricted to graduate students

	Faculty focused on teaching
	
	Faculty focused on research and publication


