Becoming a Teacher for the K-12 system in the State of Washington

Teacher education is regulated through the Professional Educator Standards Board (PESB)  www.pesb.wa.gov
The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) is Washington State’s Department of Education. They oversee all K-12 education, and the certification of teachers, implementing the appropriate WAC and RCWs, and the dictates of PESB and the State Board of Education.   www.k12.wa.us
Endorsements are the subject specialties and grade levels teachers have sufficient content preparation in, and teaching methodology background and experience in to teach. 

*  Each endorsement has specific knowledge and skill competencies. These are spelled out on the OSPI website at: http://www.k12.wa.us/certification/profed/competency.aspx
*  To obtain these competencies, a teacher candidate or current teacher must show appropriate coursework (done as much as possible prior to M IT, outlined on endorsement worksheets),  the passing of an endorsement content knowledge test (Praxis II) and teaching methods courses and experience.  

*  Besides the career and technical endorsements (vocational areas such as welding, horticulture, computer programming, etc.), there are 33 standard endorsements in the state. Endorsements required being certified through an appropriate teacher education program. Not all teacher ed programs have all endorsements. Endorsements at Evergreen include:

Early childhood education (only if did appropriate ECE transfer degree at a community college, and also do elementary ed)

Elementary education (can teach K-8, all subjects, so need undergraduate credits in math, science, arts, health, and a variety of social studies)

Middle Level humanities (can teach English and social studies in grades 4-9)

Middle Level math/science (grades 4-9)

Sciences (grades 5-12):
Biology; Chemistry; Earth science; Physics;  Science (have at least one specialty, and coursework in all the other areas so can teach any science, and integrated sciences)

English language arts (5-12)

History (5-12, includes US, world, Pacific Northwest, economics, geography, civics/political science)

Social Studies (5-12, includes the same as history, and also includes the behavioral sciences of anthropology, psychology and sociology)

Special Education (K-12, but must take the required specialized courses before MIT, and also another endorsement such as special education)

Bilingual Education (must have competency in a second language, in addition to coursework to teach second language learners so can improve student skills in learning English and other language)

English as a Second language (must have specialized courses in how to facilitate the learning of English, and also another endorsement in a content area such as elementary ed, or social studies, or math, etc.)

Designated World Languages: French, German, Spanish, Japanese (K-12)

Mathematics (5-12)

Theatre Arts (K-12)

Visual Arts (K-12)

MIT looks for 

*  liberal arts breadth so candidates have the writing skills, mathematical understanding, and social sciences analysis to succeed as a graduate student.


*  sufficient content knowledge in endorsement area

*  experience working with children/teens in age range for endorsement area, experience in public schools in diverse settings in past two years to  include observations and volunteer work, internships. All experiences with children/youth should be listed on resume.


*  openness to examining personal and cultural biases, assumptions, practices, etc.


*  commitment to a full time graduate program

MIT endorsement worksheets at: http://www.evergreen.edu/mit/application/endorsementWorksheets.htm

