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January 7, 2009
Mr. Chuck Ziara

Fife School District

5802 20th St. E.

Tacoma, WA  98424
Dear Mr. Ziara:

The Evergreen State College’s Master in Teaching (MIT) Program is a respected teacher certification program and we are doing some information workshops for prospective students this winter at our Tacoma campus.  As the paraeducators contact for your district, we would appreciate any assistance you can provide us in publicizing this information and encouraging your paraeducators to consider attending. The Evergreen State College MIT Information Sessions:
Tuesday January 27th: 1-2 pm, Evergreen Tacoma Campus, 1210 6th Ave, Tacoma, 98405
Wednesday February 18th:  5-6 pm, MIT alumni panel presentation, Tacoma campus

I have enclosed our MIT catalog and a flier listing all our information sessions this winter, and can send you this flier in pdf form to distribute electronically if that would be helpful. The information can also be found on our website at: http://www.evergreen.edu/mit/infosessions.htm. I will be at all sessions.
Too, I would be happy to come to any meeting or gathering of your paraeducators to provide information.  Another option is for people to contact me for individual appointments at foranm@evergreen.edu or 360.867.6559.  Our MIT program provides preservice teachers with the education coursework and student teaching experiences to obtain the residency teaching certificate, but applicants should have most of their endorsement coursework done prior to entering. We have found it is important to advise prospective students on specific undergraduate courses needed to give them the content knowledge for their desired endorsement(s). Endorsement expectations are also outlined on our website at: http://www.evergreen.edu/mit/applying.htm.
The need for teachers with skills to work with diverse students has never been greater, and we would welcome more paraeducators taking the next steps towards certification.
If you have any questions, need further information, or would like some brochures to distribute please feel free to contact me at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Maggie Foran
Associate Director, MIT
Certification Officer
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