Visual Arts Portfolio Guidelines

The Evergreen State College

Master in Teaching Program

Arts Education (dance, music, theatre and visual arts) is part of the Basic Education all students must receive in Washington’s public schools, and is a core academic subject that must be taught by highly qualified teachers.
Please review the endorsement competencies (knowledge and skill expectations of teachers, and what they should foster in students) for visual arts on the OSPI website at:

http://program.pesb.wa.gov/new-program/endorsement/list/visarts
Please review the Arts Elements, Principles, Foundations, Skills and Techniques Chart found on the OSPI website at: http://www.k12.wa.us/Arts/Standards/pubdocs/ArtsStandards.pdf#Elements
You are encouraged to also begin developing familiarity with the Visual Arts Learning Standards incorporating EALRS, GLEs, CBPAs and other guiding arts education documents on the OSPI website at: http://www.k12.wa.us/Arts/Standards/
In the process of becoming an arts educator, your art knowledge and skills are being assessed by multiple measures including:

· the WEST-E

· a review of your prior academic training in art

· a portfolio demonstrating your studio and reflection skills

· assignments, observations and actual teaching that will occur within the MIT program.
As the WEST-E is not a sufficient measure to evaluate your studio skills and knowledge of processes in creating and evaluating art, you are asked to create a portfolio for your MIT admissions materials. This portfolio should demonstrate your own strong studio skills, understanding of art making processes, ability to express your own feelings and values through meaningful creation of art in different media, and ability to interpret and explain your own art to self and others. You are also asked to show your ability to apply principles of aesthetics and knowledge of art from other cultures through a reflection on an art piece from a non-Western culture. Please include within the portfolio:

1. A resume of your art training, and a descriptive listing of art presentations, installations and exhibitions in which you have been a participant

2. Photographs of at least at total of  two of your works of art drawn from at least two of the following categories:

a. Drawing and painting
b. Photography and printmaking

c. Sculpture

d. Ceramics/pottery, fiber arts, jewelry, glass and other arts and crafts

e. Graphic Arts and Media Arts (film, video, TV, animation, digital/computer art)

f. Mixed media and other arts

3. A reflective paper for each work of art that addresses:
a. What planning and conceptualization did you do for the piece?

b. Who was your intended audience and what was the function for the piece?

c. Describe your artistic choices, what were the elements of art and principles of design (see arts chart above) you utilized and why, what were the visual qualities desired, and what was the style of communication (e.g. realistic, nonobjective, abstract).
d. Describe the characteristics of the materials, tools and traditional and new technologies used in creating the piece.
e. Describe the characteristics and uses of the methods, processes and techniques employed in creating the piece.
f. Describe the safe and proper use and care of materials and tools employed used in creating the piece.
g. What feelings and values were you expressing through the creation of this piece? What feelings and values does the piece communicate to you? To others?
h. How do you interpret your creation and what is your critique of this piece?

4. Select a non-Western work of art and include a photocopy of it in your portfolio. 

Include a reflective paper on this piece that addresses:

a. What principles and concepts of aesthetics are applied in this piece?
b. Describe how the aesthetic choices of the creator of this piece of art might have been influenced by his/her environment, culture and historical context.
c. Describe some of the common evaluations of this piece, and also your own interpretation. How does your own background influence your perceptions?
Please submit portfolio items to:
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If you have further questions, please contact Maggie at (360) 867-6559 or foranm@evergreen.edu
12/8/11
