Information about Tacoma Community College 
and the 2012 MiT Tacoma Campus Program
On 1/25 I Spoke with April Reid, Dean of Counseling, Advising and Transition Services – 253-566-6006.  (Her son is in TESC’s MIT program right now! Came from Reed College to Evergreen as an undergrad, I think. He loves Evergreen and the program.)   TCC advising services are organized as follows:  since many cc students need developmental brush up when they come in, they are assigned to a professional advisor for their first 2 or 3 quarters until they start taking 100 level classes, then are fed off to faculty in subject areas broadly of interest to them if they can.  Lots of general ed. Faculty advisors.

I spoke with Val Robertson, Dean of Academic Support and Achivement, African American woman  who supervises the Evergreen Tacoma’s Bridge Program and the Achievers Program (Gates scholars) and CASA and MECA programs.  Building 11, Student Life, 566-5025.  She recommended talking with Paula Norbi…she does have Gates Scholars in the Achievers Program but doesn’t do direct advising with them…we probably should catch them in other ways. I left her a poster and packet.
April and Val  suggested that I begin by talking with Paula Norbi, Building 9, 566-5132.  Paula is the …Dean of Work Force Reentry, Basic Skills, Education and other things….In our conversation of 1/27  Paula was very interested in what we will offer here in Tacoma.  It’s about getting cc students to the point of graduate programs…she finds it challenging to advise students headed for secondary ed…. where they should go for upper division work. She does have contact with such students at TCC.  TCC also has information tech. people who are unemployed now after the bust and are retraining and may be worth talking with about teaching.
She said that many of the ed students at TCC are early childhood oriented, but not all.  TCC has a 2+ articulation and program with Leslie College, who has a staff member, Mary Jo Larson, situated on TCC’s campus.  Leslie offers certification in elementary education and special education.  They do not do secondary ed nor ELL.  She also was very interested in the evening/weekend nature of the Tacoma Campus MiT cycle and thought it would be very appealing.  I gave her 10 packets and a few posters.  She will share them with advisors and post poster.  She is the main contact for education
Mary Skinner, faculty in Eduation – 566-5010 .  Building 9 – Jan and I consulted with Mary some years ago when they were developing their pre-education program.  Now she is actually the head of their Early Childhood program and not an education advisor, but students all still think she is.  They come to her office . She talks with students interested in middle school/high school and who often need more upper division work.  I gave her Maggie’s e-mail and phone number to share with students.  She suggests that we might come in to the Intro to Education class – 35 students/quarter. Also they have Art for teachers and Music for teachers classes to whom we might want to talk.  She also is the advisor for Teachers of Tomorrow club which has not been as active this year as last. Because she often talks with students interested in secondary ed. and has agreed to talk with them about the MiT,  I left her 10 packets and some posters.  She would be glad to help if someone wanted to come talk with students.

Shannon Presley is the director of the Math Advisory Resource Center, Building 19, allied health, south side of the building.  566-6037.   She supervises all of the math/science tutors….a possible source…I talked with her at length about the possibility of getting the math tutors together at some point to talk about preparing for teaching…she was interested and said that she could help facilitate that, perhaps with other TCC students at the same time.  I gave her a poster and a packet.
Rebecca Sliger is full time faculty, Ph.D. from U W in mechanical engineering, and is in charge of the STEM program for pre-engineering…She advises these students and is great with women students in engineering.  I talked with her about the possibility of having someone talk with those students about teaching as an occupational possibility. I said I’m sure none of them went into engineering to become teachers, but they might find it an interesting way to use their interest at some point…she laughed and cited her own experience.  She would be willing to have someone talk with students either in a class or in some out of class gathering…maybe with the math tutors?....about teaching as a career option.  Those students are very interested in the income from engineering, so don’t talk about teaching, she said!  I gave her a packet and a poster.

   *************************NEXT STEPS*********************************
So where we are now….. I think that I have spread the word at TCC about the program fairly widely with in-depth conversations, tweaked their thinking about who might be interesting candidates, and got them interested and willing to help anyone from Evergreen who would like to talk with students and provide any advising about next steps.  The person to contact who has agreed to work with Evergreen folks to provide space, help get students together, etc. is the dean, Paula Norbi – 566-5132.  She said to go through her and she will help arrange things and get us a room, etc. without having to pay for it.  You also can talk fruitfully with Mary Skinner, Rebecca Sliger –faculty (see above) and Shannon Presley (see above) to locate cohorts of possible students with science/math and non-elementary endorsement interests.  They all know your names, will expect a contact at some point, and Paula, especially, said she’d love to have visits before the sophomores graduate this spring.   …..Let me know if you need to know more. 
