Program Regulations and Other Information

Academic Honesty

Admissions Appeals Process

Confidentiality of Records

Denial for Certification

Leave of Absence

Legal Qualifications
Washington State law requires all teacher education students and certified teachers to demonstrate good moral character and fitness. A Character and Fitness form documenting one’s criminal history, professional and personal behaviors and character references is required along with supporting documentation as needed. Clearance from the Office of Professional Practices may be required for questionable incidents.  

State law requires all teacher education students pass a background check which includes obtaining fingerprints and being screened by both the Washington State and the FBI. This clearance must be completed prior to beginning the MIT program.  All admitted students will be provided with the necessary instructions, forms and fingerprint cards.  A receipt from the WSP is required as proof of fingerprinting on the MIT Orientation Day before fall quarter begins.

Furthermore, The MIT program is required by state law to not only make judgments about a student’s knowledge of pedagogy and ability to teach, but also to make a character assessment based on data collected throughout the program for each teacher candidate.

Loss of Credit and Program Dismissal

Glossary

Cohort

The team of three MIT faculty and approximately 45 MIT students working together in a learning community over the two year program cycle.

Endorsement

According to the Washington Administrative code, an endorsement is “a specification place on a certificate to indicate the subject area, grade level and/or specialization for which the individual is prepared to teach” (WAC 180-78A-010). Individuals obtain an endorsement through completion of a state-approved endorsement program which included methodology, and which assessed the individual’s completion of endorsement specific competencies adopted by the state board of education (WAC 180-182A-204). These endorsement competencies are knowledge and skills expected of teachers and are published by the superintendent of public instruction at: http://www.k12.wa.us/cert/profed/competency/default.asp. Endorsement preparation coursework, endorsement content tests and performance based assessments are used by the teacher education program to verify an individual’s completion of endorsement requirements.

Essential Academic Learning Requirements

General Education Requirements

OSPI

Residency Certification

WAC

WEST-B

A basic skills assessment of reading, writing and mathematics required of all applicants to teacher education programs in the state of Washington. It is administered by the National Evaluation Systems, Inc., and information and registration can be found at www.west.nesinc.com.

WEST-E

A content area assessment for an endorsement.  For most endorsement areas these assessments are selected Praxis II tests administered by the Educational Testing Service. Information is available at www.et.org.

