MiT Alumni Recent Recognitions and Awards
Nate Gibbs-Bowling, MiT 2006, received a national Milken Educator Award, the only one given in Washington State in 2013-14 in recognition of being one of the country’s top teachers at mid-career. Nate has taught social studies at Lincoln High School in Tacoma the past five years, in the same neighborhood he grew up in. He is known as a demanding but engaging teacher, and he values getting “to leave my intellectual and cognitive fingerprints on a hundred kids a year, who will be change agents in the community…Poverty and education is a life or dearth matter. If I am getting kids prepared and competitive for college, then I’m setting them on a trajectory for a better, happier, healthier, longer life.” Nate is also a co-founder and Board President of Teachers United, which researches and advocates for excellence in education.
Sean Riley, MiT 2005, won the 2014 PK-12 Distinguished Educator of the Year Award from the Evergreen State College. Sean teaches English at Global Connections High School in Sea-Tac. His principal stated: This is the hallmark of Sean’s approach to teaching, that all students find relevance and meaning in the learning.” Sean’s colleagues also lauded his advocacy for equity, his commitment to collaborative teaching. and his leadership in interdisciplinary curriculum development.
Laura Handy-Nimick, MiT 2005, won the 2013-14 Bethel School District’s Teacher of the Year Award. Laura teaches English and is athletic director at Spanaway Middle School. She is also founder of Life’s Handy Work, a foundation to provide children from Nepal Orphan’s Home opportunities to seek a college education.
Susi O’Bryan, MiT 2002, won the 2014 Teacher of the Year at Nisqually Middle School, Lacey, WA where she teaches reading.
Jeremiah Tuckett, MiT 2006, was named 2014, 2011 and 2010 Teacher of the Year at South Sound High School in Lacey, WA where he teaches science.  

Michael Fekete, MiT 2011, won the 2014 Ann Anderson Teacher of the Year Award at St. Mary of the Assumption School in Mentor, OH. Mike also continues to write and perform acoustic guitar pieces.
Laura “Liz” Fegley, MiT 2010, won the 2014 new educator of the year award for Woodbridge Senior High School in VA.
Frank Casey, MiT 2006, was recognized with his art club students from Clover Park High School, Lakewood WA by the U.S. Army’s 513rd Transportation Company for creating a mural of the company’s history.

Nanette Navarro, MiT 2006, was honored by the Kent, WA Rotary Club as teacher of the month for her commitment to social justice in the classroom.

Rob Cahill, MiT 2008, won Evergreen’s 2013 PK-12 Distinguished Educator of the Year Award.  Rob taught math and science at Lakes Elementary in Lacey where he coordinated the “Food to Flowers” waste reduction program, and was active in the North Thurston School District math cadres. During 2013-2015 he is teaching at an international elementary school in Saudi Arabia.

Pamelia Valentine, MiT 1999, was honored as the 2013 ESD 113 Regional Teacher of the Year by the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI).   Pamelia teaches Visual Arts at Oakland Bay Junior High School in Shelton.  Her principal stated, “Her classroom is truly a positive, safe and rich learning environment that provides students with educational opportunities well beyond the basics of visual arts.  Furthermore, Ms. Valentine put students first, believes that all students can achieve at high levels, and does not give up on anyone, even those who have given up on themselves.” She has also received the Shelton School District Teacher of the Year and the 2012 Washington State Middle Level Art Educator of the Year.
Angela Farley, MiT 1999, was named the 2013 Teacher of the Year for River Ridge High School in the North Thurston School District. Angela teaches English, Literature and Composition.
Tim Holman, MiT 1999, won Evergreen’s 2012 K-12 Distinguished High School Educator of the Year. Tim’s nomination was based on his outstanding work with students at Dupont Manual H.S. in KY, and his dedication to bringing community members and important political figures into direct conversation with his students.  
Kate (Trafton) Hudson, MiT 2003, won Evergreen’s 2012 K-12 Distinguished Middle School Educator of the Year. Her principal stated, “I cannot overemphasize Kate’s positive impact on the sixth graders in our building, her colleagues in the building, and the 5th grade math teachers in the district.  She is a game changer and extremely valuable to the Olympia School District.”   She teaches Science at Reeves Middle School.
Janet O’Halloran, MiT 1998, won Evergreen’s 2012 K-12 Distinguished Elementary Educator of the Year.  Janet works with 3rd graders at McKenny Elementary, Olympia WA.   Her principal stated, “What makes Ms. O’Halloran stand out in our field is her extraordinary skill and commitment with students, at the school level, as a District leader and in the larger political efforts of public education.  On this respect, she represents the core values inherent to our profession and more specifically to The Evergreen State College’s philosophy of understanding the social relevance and responsibility of our work.”
Amada Lang, MiT 2005, won the 2011 Elementary Art Educator of the Year from the Washington Art Education Association.  Amada teaches art at Horizons Elementary in the North Thurston School District.  She stated that her favorite part of teaching art is seeing her students’ amazement at their own ability and creativity.

Tamar Krames, MiT 2006, was named April 2012 Educator of the Month by the Lakewood Rotary.  Tamar teaches English Language Learners at Clover Park High School.  Her principal stated, “Tamar exhibits a personable affinity with parents, staff and students.  She represents herself as a strong role model for young women and men – many of whom do not have support at home, especially those who are struggling to learn a new language, a different culture, and rigorous expectations to graduate.” 

Annie Soles, MiT 1993, won “2012 Teacher of the Year” for Nisqually Middle School.  “I have enjoyed exploring with my students the wonders of nature & challenges that we face in regard to our environment’s health.”

Sarah Applegate, MiT 1992, received a 2011 Fulbright Award in Teaching to study the education system in Finland. Nationally Board Certified, she currently is the teacher/librarian at River Ridge High School in Lacey.  
Jerry Price, MiT 1995, teaches Social Studies at Yelm H.S. and was named the 2011 Secondary Teacher of the Year for that district.  Jerry was selected for going “above and beyond” to contribute toward the mission and vision of the district in serving students.
Armin Antonio, MiT 2002, was named 2011 Teacher of the Year for Baker Middle School in Tacoma, where he teaches science.

Cecily Schmidt, MiT 2004, won the first K-12 Distinguished Educator of the Year from The Evergreen State College in 2011.  Nominated by her Dean of Students, she teaches art at Olympia’s Capital High.  

Ervanna Little Eagle, MiT 2004, was awarded the 2011 “Indian Educator of the Year” by the Washington State Indian Education Association.  Ervanna teaches Language Arts at Tulalip Heritage High School.   Mt. Vernon School District commended her work as helping to “bridge academics, culture, and hands on learning… together, these strategies help engage learners as never before.”

