Anita Lenges
I started my teaching career in Kenya, teaching high school math, physic and chemistry, coaching volleyball and track, and the cultural music and dance group in the mid-1980s. Then I taught Junior High math for 8 years in north Seattle, mostly on an interdisciplinary, inclusion team. My students were brilliant, passionate, caring and playful young people. Their lives, stories and energies bless my work with pre-service and in-service teachers. I believe that all children deserve a powerful, rigorous, engaging curriculum that reflects their interests and passions while broadening their horizons.

Children seem to naturally care about justice. As we grow and acculturate into our society, we often learn to dismiss injustice as normal. While education offers great hope for disrupting injustice, it often recreates it. Americans view mathematical ability as genetic and unchangeable and math content as difficult; neither idea is well founded. Yet we often use these beliefs to normalize the pedagogy of poverty. We also often hold a narrow view of learning. School education is one place to learn among many. Students come to school already well educated to function successfully in their home environments. As teachers, we need to learn to draw from and build on students’ knowledge. 

I am committed to supporting pre-service teachers’ knowledge, passions, and sense of justice to learn how to create equitable and powerful learning experiences for all of the students they encounter. Becoming a teacher who works for social justice demands intense study and a willingness to use mistakes and failures as learning experiences. Becoming an effective teacher is a lifelong process, not one that is completed with a teaching certificate or a Ph.D. If MiT candidates will commit to lifelong learning to benefit all students, I will commit my energy, compassion, knowledge and experience to their success. My areas of interest include students learning mathematics, teachers learning to teach mathematics, and teaching math for social justice. 

When I am not working, I love to hike, backpack, kayak, canoe, sing, do yoga, laugh, and play in water parks.
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