Shelby Proie
new MES student (starting in Fall 2011)
What do you hope to gain from the MES program?
A well rounded education with a focus on my thesis work which would include some in-depth Southern Resident Orca research.
Where are you from?
Key West, Florida
What drew you to the MES program at The Evergreen State College?
Flexibility with thesis choice and location.
What is your previous education and work experience prior to entering the MES Program?
Environmental Science B.S. with a focus on marine biology from Nova Southeastern University and I worked with The Florida Keys Wild Dolphin Alliance identifying and cataloging Atlantic Bottlenose Dolphins along with The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission as a fisheries biologist.
What are your areas of interest in the MES program?
I prefer marine studies, but am interested in a well rounded education in conservation and preservation as a whole.
What activities do you enjoy outside of school and work?
I am very active in the anti-cetacean captivity front and have been working with Orca Network, Earth Island Institute's "Save Japan Dolphins" and The Wild Dolphin Foundation for over four years now protesting and educating the public on the perils of keeping cetaceans in captivity. I also enjoy kayaking, running, hiking and diving.
What do you hope to gain from the MES program?
A well rounded education with a focus on my thesis work which would include some in-depth Southern Resident Orca research. 

What is your “dream occupation”? What do you see yourself doing after the MES program?
After completion of the MES program I expect to continue my studies at The University of British Columbia where I wish to pursue my PhD and continue researching the local Orca populations. My dream job after my studies are finished would be to work with Ken Balcomb at The Center for Whale Research on San Juan Island.
Who has been an inspirational individual in your life?
Richard O'Barry has been an exceptionally inspirational individual in my life. From working with him on numerous campaigns in Florida I've learned countless things that cannot be taught in a classroom. Ric has gone from being a dolphin trainer in the 60's to one of the most respected activists in the world. With his documentary "The Cove" he let the world know about the dolphin slaughters going on in Japan and how the cetacean captivity industry around the world funds these atrocities.
And anything super interesting you think prospective and currents students should know about you! 
The most important goal for me to accomplish from these graduate studies it to eventually gain enough information to publish a journal proving that wild resident Orcas have lower levels of stress hormones (i.e. cortisol) than their captive counterparts, and the higher levels of stress hormones in captives directly correlates to their lower life spans in captivity. From this information I would like to be a leader on the forefront of making it illegal to keep cetaceans in captivity for entertainment purposes in the United States. All of my work is for Lolita, a captive Orca living at the Miami Seaquarium who was captured in 1970 off the coast of Whidbey Island and has been living in the United States' smallest Orca tank without a companion since 1980. Her mother is now the matriarch of the Southern Resident's L-pod.
