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Kelly McLain Aardal
MES graduate
What drew you to the MES program at The Evergreen State College?
The flexibility and interdisciplinary nature of the program.
Who has been an inspirational individual in your life?
David Milne, former TESC faculty and John Perkins, former TESC faculty and MES director
What has been your favorite MES course?  Why?
What was your thesis topic?
The Impact of the Food Quality Protection Act on Washington Apple Growers (Pesticides and Policy)
Where have you done and/or where have you worked since graduating from the MES program?
5 years as a pesticide specialist with WA Dept of Ecology  1.5 years as Environmental Protection Manager, City of Auburn and the last 2 years as a Natural Resource Scientist for WA State Dept. of Agriculture
How has having a MES degree helped you since graduating?
Made me much more marketable.
Birdie Davenport
MES graduate
What drew you to the MES program at The Evergreen State College?

I wanted to pursue a professional environmental career path; I had friends that were in the MES program and benefited greatly from the program.
Who has been an inspirational individual in your life?
Two people influenced me the most - Jan Henderson, who taught Forest Ecology and later hired me to work for him; and Ralph Murphy, who terrorized me into doing good work and thinking a little bigger.
How has MES influenced how you view the world around you?
The program has helped me look at environmental and conservation challenges with a wider world view than I had previously. The ecological training cracked the door on deeper understanding of the natural world that I've entered and found my passion for restoration and other work.

What advice would you give future MES students?
Make sure you are ready for the tougher courses - if you need to enhance some math skills, do it first, before you are floundering through statistics or hydrology or whatever the new mind cracking course is. Read some of the books and take notes before each core program so you can have a little buffer before the onslaught of reading.

What was your thesis topic?
Environmental History of Grass Lake, Olympia Wa
Where have you done and/or where have you worked since graduating from the MES program?
I started working for the Department of Natural Resources' Natural Areas Program in 1992. I've been with the program in various capacities to this date.
What skills and knowledge did you gain from MES?
Analytical skills - understanding and interpreting data and high level research papers; a good overview of the ecology of salmon, wetlands, forests, and water. Understanding environmental risk, the basics of natural resource economics, and laws and regulations. I became more confident speaking, and writing professional work.

How has having a MES degree helped you since graduating?
The MES degree was essential in qualifying for my current position. The knowledge has also formed a solid base for professional development in this position.  (And I've been able to help many TESC undergraduates and graduate students in turn.)
And anything super interesting you think prospective and currents students should know about you! 
We have excellent opportunites for thesis work and group projects on natural areas, from planning to biological inventory to restoration design. You must be self sufficient and self starting, and you will benefit from my 19 years of experience in this field.
Katherine M. Kelly
MES graduate
What drew you to the MES program at The Evergreen State College?
Flexibility and an atmosphere supportive of research
Who has been an inspirational individual in your life?
In my field - I'm inspired by Ruth Benedict, for her driving determination to make culture studies accessible to folks from all walks of life... because of the nature of the information archaeologists manage (tribal proprietary knowledge, archaeological s
What advice would you give future MES students?
Do an internship while you're in the program, take several courses outside your main area of focus, keep your thesis topic manageable!
What was your thesis topic?
Pre-contact era rock structures in eastern Washington. I developed a methodology for recording and evaluating (prehistoric) rock cairns.
Where have you done and/or where have you worked since graduating from the MES program?
I received an internship at the US Army Corps of Engineers (Seattle District) during my first year in the MES program, I worked there as an intern, then as a project archaeologist until 2010.  In 2010, I accepted a job with a cultural resources consulting
What skills and knowledge did you gain from MES?
My MES experience fine-tuned my research skills (both independent and collaborative). I focused on riverine and wetland environments, so learned a great deal about the ecology of those environments, the processes of restoration, wetland delineation, soil
How has having a MES degree helped you since graduating?
Because the program was so flexible, I was able to accomplish a great deal more in my two years than I may have otherwise. The coursework and experiences, focused both on cultural and natural resources, gave me a unique understanding of the nature of larg
Kirsi S. Longley
MES graduate
What drew you to the MES program at The Evergreen State College?
MES appeared to provide a well-rounded environmental program.
What advice would you give future MES students?
Stick with it.  Don't get discouraged.  And pick a thesis topic that is interesting to you.
What was your thesis topic?
The feasibility of using poplar for phytoremediation of TCE contaminated groundwater.
Where have you done and/or where have you worked since graduating from the MES program?
I continue to work for Golder Associates Inc.
What skills and knowledge did you gain from MES?
Technical writing was by far the best skill developed during my tenure with MES.
How has having a MES degree helped you since graduating?
My thesis project coupled with some of the courses I took in the MES program helped me identify the niche of environmental science that I wanted to pursue as my career.  For that, I am forever grateful.

Liesl Plomski
MES graduate
What drew you to the MES program at The Evergreen State College?
Only graduate school that wanted to read an undergraduate transcript from Evergreen
Who has been an inspirational individual in your life?
Nalini Nadkarni
How has MES influenced how you view the world around you?
I now view the world with hope and see it full of opportunity.
What advice would you give future MES students?
Keep you mind open to new opportunity you may never have though of prior to coming to the MES program.
What was your thesis topic?
Captive Rearing of Oregon Spotted Frogs
Where have you done and/or where have you worked since graduating from the MES program?
Currently a Youth and Communtiy Engagement Coordinator with the US Forest Service through AmeriCorps
What skills and knowledge did you gain from MES?
Mad scheduling skills, writing skills greatly improved, how to navigate biology through government agencies, and that I can survive just about anything.
How has having a MES degree helped you since graduating?
I have recently been invited to apply for jobs that I would not have been otherwise.
And anything super interesting you think prospective and currents students should know about you! 
I will take just about any job from wildland firefighting to raising frogs with inmates. 

Laysa Rodrigues
MES graduate
What drew you to the MES program at The Evergreen State College?
tuition, accessibility and sustainabily credentials. GRE wasn't important.
Who has been an inspirational individual in your life?
my parents
How has MES influenced how you view the world around you?
more holisticaly and systemic.
What advice would you give future MES students?
Try to finish with a useful expertise. The MES doesn't provide expertise for the students, so they have to make sure they pursue it during the research papers.
What was your thesis topic?
the carbon market for forest landowners
Where have you done and/or where have you worked since graduating from the MES program?
unfortunately only applied for a lot of jobs without success
What skills and knowledge did you gain from MES?
research skills, Office suite proficiency, and knowledge on environmental issues, but not much on the actual sciences
How has having a MES degree helped you since graduating?
The degree from Evergreen itself not much. Having a masters helped getting interviews, but more especificaly my thesis and the Sustainable enterprise certificate from Willamette got me 2 out of 3 interviews for sure.
And anything super interesting you think prospective and currents students should know about you! 
Case studies was the most useful class that made me graduate as a researcher.Would you be 

Joanna Runnells
MES Graduate

What drew you to the MES program at The Evergreen State College?
I was looking for a truly interdisciplinary program and found it in MES. I also focused on bridging the science/policy gap.
What was your thesis topic?
I looked at the effects of ENSO and PDO (climate variability) on a mixed rain/snow dominated river system. I also worked on the Evergreen Roof Project.
Where have you done and/or where have you worked since graduating from the MES program?

I worked with the Pacific Climate Impacts Consortium at the University of Victoria and currently work with the BC Ministry of Forests, Lands, and Natural Resource Operations.
What skills and knowledge did you gain from MES?
I gained a wider perspective and the abilty to participate and facilitate conversations across divergent viewpoints. I also gained a lot of knowledge, but it was the non-book learning that's been the most valuable.
How has MES influenced how you view the world around you?

MES opened up my mind to a lot of different perspectives beyond my 'science' background. What I took from MES has become such a normal part of how I think that's it's hard to remember where I was at before I started the program.
How has having a MES degree helped you since graduating?

I didn't plan on it at the time, but I've ended up working for government. On way is that the MES exposure to policy has made me a better public servant scientist!
What advice would you give future MES students?

Make the most of your time in the program. There are tons of opportunities if you seek them out! And for me, it was a blast to get to know my classmates!
Who has been an inspirational individual in your life?

I found my classmates to be hugely inspirational - and they continue to be that today.
And anything super interesting you think prospective and currents students should know about you! 

It was great to bring a Canadian prespective to the program and I learned a ton about the similarities and differences in issues, policies, and viewpoints north and south of the border.

Kathleen Marie Saul
MES graduate MERGEFIELD "Where_are_you_from_1" 

 MERGEFIELD "Where_are_you_from_2" 
What drew you to the MES program at The Evergreen State College?
The study of the environment and environmental problems from an interdisciplinary perspective.

 MERGEFIELD "What_dream_occupation_1" 

 MERGEFIELD "What_is_your_dream_occupation_2" 
Who has been an inspirational individual in your life?
Prior to Evergreen:  A friend of Martin Luther King I met during an "urban plunge" experience in St. Louis MO during my college years.  He told us all that we didn't need to work in the ghetto or give up everything in our lives to have an impact on people.  (We can't all be Dr. King.)  We should do whatever we chose as a profession or path in life to our very best ability and that would be enough.  At Evergreen:  Dr. John Perkins, my main thesis reader and colleague and good friend.  He opened my eyes to the importance of energy in the broader scheme of environmental problems during our trip to Chernobyl, Ukraine.  That trip changed the direction of my studies in MES, and now, has influenced my choice of PhD programs.

 MERGEFIELD "What_ideas_thesis_topic" 
How has MES influenced how you view the world around you?
Nothing is as simple as it looks on the surface!  I am much more aware of different aspects of my world and more concerned about how little some people care about their impact on that world.  That in turn fires my passion to make a difference, to have an effect, to influence peoplet to make changes.
What advice would you give future MES students?
Study hard and learn as much as you can from your faculty and fellow students.  The result will be very personally rewarding.  Also, dare to try something new--take a class in a subject you had never before considered.  You might be surprised how it inspires you.  Don't expect the faculty to put all the pieces together for you.  Use your own brains and experiences to make the connections.

 MERGEFIELD "MES_Ambassador_1" 

 MERGEFIELD "MES_Ambassador_2" 
What was your thesis topic?
The reasons for the interest in building new nuclear power plants in the US in the 2000s.
Where have you done and/or where have you worked since graduating from the MES program?
Adjunct/Visiting/Temproary Faculty:  The Evergreen State College  Now in a PhD program at the University of Delaware, Center for Energy and Environmental Policy.
What skills and knowledge did you gain from MES?
An awareness that environmental issues are at the same time political issues, economic issues, business issues, social issues, and technological issues.  At any given time, one or the other may dominate, but all influence each other.
How has having a MES degree helped you since graduating?
The degree took my life in an entirely new direction, but one that actually incorporated many of the different avenues I had pursued previously.  The program and the degree brought it all together for me.
And anything super interesting you think prospective and currents students should know about you! 
You can start over in a new career and can pursue advanced degrees at any age if you set your mind ot it!
Milagros Sola
MES graduate
What drew you to the MES program at The Evergreen State College?
I changed from working in a clinical environment to working on detecting vector-borne diseases, so I wanted to study the environment.
Who has been an inspirational individual in your life?
From the program, my two thesis directors, John Perkins and  Maria Bastaki.
How has MES influenced how you view the world around you?
We are part of a whole, therefore; we need to do our part to make our world better.
What advice would you give future MES students?
Finish what you started. Be persistent and kind to the people around you and the environment.
What was your thesis topic?
Early Detection of Insecticide Resistance in Mosquitoes
Where have you done and/or where have you worked since graduating from the MES program?
I work for the Public Health Command Region-West in the Laboratory Sciences Division in Jiont Base Lewis-McChord, WA.
What skills and knowledge did you gain from MES?
I gained knowledge on how the environment affect our lives, and what we can do to help improve our quality of life respecting and protecting our environment.
How has having a MES degree helped you since graduating?
I get to be looked at for a promotion and be part of the management group.
Christine Svetkovich 

MES Graduate MERGEFIELD "Where_are_you_from_1" 

 MERGEFIELD "Where_are_you_from_2" 
What drew you to the MES program at The Evergreen State College? MERGEFIELD "Do_you_work_" 
The location and opportunity for direct experience. MERGEFIELD "Do_you_volunteer_" 

 MERGEFIELD "What_ideas_thesis_topic" 
How has MES influenced how you view the world around you?
I learned over and over again that there are many sides to every issue and it is important to be open and communicative when thinking about/discussing/acting upon information.
What advice would you give future MES students?
Take advantage of as many internsip opportunities as possible while in school! They were the key to landing a job for me.
What was your thesis topic?
Persistant Pollutants and the Precautionary Principle
Where have you done and/or where have you worked since graduating from the MES program?
Peace Corps Volunteer- Russia Far East Oregon Department of Environmental Quality
What skills and knowledge did you gain from MES?
Collaboration, looking at the big picture, how to negotiate and move forward with dealing with issues.

 MERGEFIELD "Anything_1" 

 MERGEFIELD "Anything_2" 

 MERGEFIELD "MES_Alumni_Ambassador" 
Hibba Wahbeh

MES graduate
What drew you to the MES program at The Evergreen State College?
Interdisciplinary nature of the program.
What was your thesis topic?
Improving NEPA, using the CWA as a model.
Where have you done and/or where have you worked since graduating from the MES program?

1. Fort Lewis, Public Works, NEPA office. 2. Fort Lewis, Center for Health Promotion and Preventative Medicine, Environmental Health Engineering. 3. Fort Hamilton, Brooklyn. Public Works, Environmental Office. 4. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District. Planning Division, Environmental Analysis Branch.
What skills and knowledge did you gain from MES?
Critical thinking, drawing comparisons between disciplines, learning from people working in the field.
How has MES influenced how you view the world around you?

Communication is the key to understanding.
How has having a MES degree helped you since graduating?

It has increased my breadth of understanding, taught me how to better communicate, and served to advance my career.
What advice would you give future MES students?

Focus.
Who has been an inspirational individual in your life?

Paul Steucke, Chief of the Environmental Division at Fort Lewis.
And anything super interesting you think prospective and currents students should know about you! 

I live in New York City and occasionaly suffer bouts of nature deficit disorder, causing me to flee upstate or to the beach for a dose of natural landscapes. I like to knit.

Charley Waters
MES graduate
Who has been an inspirational individual in your life?
My family, Tim Quinn, Clyde Barlow, Heather Heying, Maria Bistaki, Peter Robinson, Peter Dorman, Erik Thuesen, all of the Instructional Science Technicians and Charley Darwin
What advice would you give future MES students?
MES may bestow a degree upon you, but how competent you are as a critical thinker and problem solver will be up to you.
What was your thesis topic?
Biological responses of juvenile giant clams to increased pCO2 and ocean acidification
Where have you done and/or where have you worked since graduating from the MES program?
Attempting to restore functionally extinct populations of Tridacna maxima (giant clams) to the Aitutaki lagoon (Cook Islands), while working of a Ph. D. in Marine Biology at the University of Auckland, NZ.
What skills and knowledge did you gain from MES?
How to look at environmental challenges from multiple perspectives and approach challenges using multiple solutions.
How has having a MES degree helped you since graduating?
Coincidentally, the environmental science curriculum at the University of Auckland is a near carbon copy of the MES curriculum in place three years ago.
Todd M Wilson

What drew you to the MES program at The Evergreen State College?
Interdisciplinary approach that provided a good balance with my traditional science-based undergraduate degree
What was your thesis topic?
Population genetics of northern flying squirrels
Where have you done and/or where have you worked since graduating from the MES program?

Wildlife Biologist with the US Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station
What advice would you give future MES students?

As you take each course (regardless of subject matter), work on strengthening your (1) critical thinking skills and (2) skills in working with and understanding other people, especially those that do not necessarily think the same way you do.
MES Graduate
What drew you to the MES program at The Evergreen State College?
interdisciplinary program
Who has been an inspirational individual in your life?
albert einstein    from MES?  Murphy and Rainey!!  Wow!
How has MES influenced how you view the world around you?
allowed me to include all aspects of analysis
What advice would you give future MES students?
go for it!
What was your thesis topic?
salmon and economics
Where have you done and/or where have you worked since graduating from the MES program?
consulting and now i've moved on to another career
What skills and knowledge did you gain from MES?
writing and analysis especially statistically for my project
How has having a MES degree helped you since graduating?
satisfaction and closure
