Kris Hill

Thesis extension question responses:
1. Describe your progress on your thesis thus far. 
· I have completed the research portion of my thesis work which includes reading articles and books on and relating to the topic of queer ecology. I have begun the writing process, with three sections already having received feedback. Realizing mid-way through this term that I needed some additional understanding of how to explain queer ecology I needed to do some additional reading and still need to better organize my notes in order for me to proceed any further in the writing process. The major issue is that I’m tackling a large, complex research question of what queer ecology is and how is it useful, however it is a relatively new and emerging field, and my writing process started to get lost in the weeds so to speak, so I’m having to do some more back work in order to narrow my scope. I have a lot of data and need to finish organizing my notes in order to see the whole picture and make decisions on what to include and what I am going to exclude.

2. Describe the reason(s) for not completing your thesis by this quarter’s deadline. 
· As I have outlined above, I underestimated the complexity of my topic and am having to do some back work in order to get a handle on my writing. Additionally, I have experienced some personal hardships this term that have set my efforts behind as I was ill for two weeks after receiving my COVID vaccination at the beginning of the term, and my father was recently in a motor cycle accident where he was severely injured and hospitalized. Alongside the stress over the concern for my family, I have been struggling with the ability to focus due to a mental health disability, which is why I am hoping to extend in order to reduce some of this stress and anxiety that is starting to take a toll on my physical health.

3. Provide a detailed plan for completing your thesis during the next quarter. 
· Since I already have some writing done, I estimate needing an additional week or two to get my notes in order, which will allow me to re-outline the full structure of my thesis sections and will allow me to have a better map of writing my topic. I will work out a schedule with my thesis reader of due dates of sending sections in for feedback while I work on the next sections until I have a full draft.

