MES Assessments Fall 2010 – What are the questions? What method for answers?
1. Current Student Needs - What did you expect to learn but didn’t?

a. Are they getting what they want out of curriculum?

b. What curriculum is missing?

c. Summer curriculum?

d. Confusion over degree requirements

e. Thesis

i. What is it?  New research? Contribution to prior research?

ii. How to form a thesis question?

iii. How to do various data collection – field research, qualitative research

f. Core Learning Outcomes – did students meet them?

i. gCore

ii. Case Studies

iii. What DID they learn?

g. Do they know how to find internships? 

h. Do they know how to sign up for internship and/or contract credits?

i. Interactions with classmates, faculty, staff?
i. How comfortable are they meeting w/faculty one-on-one?

ii. How much are they utilizing these resources?

j. Campus resources? Good? Bad? Wish we had?

2. New Student – Why Evergreen?  Focus Group/survey; Goal: finding out what is drawing students to MES and what their expectations are
a. First year students only
i. WA residents and non-WA residents

ii. Greeners and non-Greeners

b. Why Evergreen?

i. Curriculum?

ii. Location?

iii. $$?

iv. Evergreen identity/philosophy?

v. Rolling admission?

vi. Cohort model?

vii. Reputation?

viii. Faculty?

ix. Night classes?

x. Non-classroom opportunities?

c. What were your expectations?

i. Have some been met? Not met?

ii. What do you wish you would’ve known that you know now? What would you tell a prospective student about MES?

d. Application process

i. What was confusing, what helped

ii. Website? Staff?

iii. Admission requirements

1. pre-reqs

2. GRE

3. Joint Degree Interest – Why MES/MPA vs. MES or MPA – ind. interviews or survey
a. Groups

i. Prospective MES/MPA (not in either program yet) & MES or MPA students interested

1. What are your career goals and how does this fit in?

2. Why do you want this joint degree?

3. what skills are you hoping to acquire
4. what do you think about a environmental mgmt certificate?

a. Includes x,y,z
ii. MES/MPA current students

1. what are you getting out of program?

2. what do you like/not like?

3. how has the support been?

4. what would you think about a cert vs. joint degree?  Would you have taken that route?

5. recommendations for improvement of program?

FIGURE 1: Core Classes and Student Outcomes (goes with Survey 1)
	Core Course
	Description
	Student Outcomes

	PEEP
	This program provides a framework for understanding current Pacific Northwest environmental issues from an interdisciplinary perspective. Students will begin to develop the skills to become producers of new knowledge, rather than being strictly learners of information already available. Multiple methods of data acquisition and analysis will be introduced through examples drawn from many fields of study. The philosophy of science and the problematic relationship between science and policy are also introduced.
	Pacific Northwest Environmental History, Regional Ecology, Regional Political Economy, Environmental Decision Making, Philosophy of Science

	ESS
	Addresses central issues in contemporary sustainability studies on theoretical and practical levels. Emphasis is on ways to promote both environmental and social sustainability. Areas covered may include environmental quality at regional, national and global scales; energy use and alternative energies; resource availability and access to resources; social and cultural issues of sustainability; and indicators to guide policy. As part of this program, students write and present a research paper to provide evidence of their readiness to advance to candidacy.
	Environmental Sustainability, Status of Environmental Quality, Energy Alternatives, Resource Management, Candidacy Paper

	QQM
	Students learn how to integrate the use of inferential statistics and qualitative data analysis to conduct rigorous examinations of the social, biological, and physical aspects of environmental issues. This knowledge will prepare students for their own research and for understanding and critiquing research articles and reports in fields of their choosing.
	Increase awareness of the multiplicity of methodologies available for acquiring knowledge about environmental phenomena, systems, and issues; Appreciate the contribution those different methodologies make to understanding about a topic or question; Gain an understanding of and ability to use statistical techniques available for data analyses, including knowing when to use each approach and how to interpret the outcomes of the analyses; .  Demonstrate statistical proficiency in homework and computer lab assignments and on exams; Apply the methodological knowledge gained to the critique of published research work

	Case Studies
	Students will examine in detail a variety of environmental problems, using the skills they gained in their first year of MES core studies to carry out individual or small group projects. Students and faculty will also work together to apply what has been learned throughout the core sequence about interdisciplinary environmental research to design individual thesis research plans that will be ready to carry out by the end of the fall quarter of the student's second year.
	Environmental Issues and Decision Making, Research Strategies and Design, Critical Analysis of Existing Environmental Research, Teamwork and Group Projects, Thesis Prospectus. 


