MES Curriculum
All MES Students take four required programs in sequence to complete the core curriculum (32 credits). Classes meet Tuesdays & Thursdays from 6-10 pm

Political and Economic and Ecological Processes (Fall, first year)

Ecological and Social Sustainability (Winter, first year)

Quantitative and Qualitative Data Analysis for Environmental Studies (Spring, first year)

Case Studies and Thesis Research Design (Fall, Second Year)

In addition to the core curriculum, students also complete 40 credits of combined electives and thesis work. Most students complete 32 credits of electives, finishing with an 8 credit thesis. The option for 24 credits of electives and 16 credits of thesis is available under advisement. 
Electives are usually available in the areas of:

Ecology- Marine and Fresh Water, Forest
Sustainability/ Land Use/ Communities
Energy and Climate Change
Environmental Education

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and Environmental Data Management

In addition to the electives provided through the MES Program, students are also encouraged to design Independent Contracts as well as to pursue Internships for credit. 

All students are required to advance to candidacy at the end of their second quarter core course- Ecological and Social Sustainability. This is based in part on demonstration by that student that he or she can design and execute a scholarly research paper and effectively communicate research results in an oral presentation. 

Joint MES/MPA Degree

The Master in Environmental Studies and Master in Public Administration Programs at Evergreen offer a combined MES/MPA degree, designed both for environmental professionals who wish to improve their administrative skills, and for public administrators who want to gain expertise in the analysis of environmental issues. Students must complete a total of 96 credits in both programs to obtain the degree. This includes Core coursework in both programs, electives, plus an 8 or 16 credit MES thesis. Applicants should complete the MES application and indicate their interest in the joint degree. For more information, visit the MES website. 

