MES CURRICULUM
The MES degree is 72 credits. All MES students take four required programs in sequence to complete a core curriculum. The rest of the credits are made up of electives (which can include internships or independent study) and a required thesis.  

CORE COURSES

Core Courses are team-taught and meet Tuesday and Thursday evenings, 6-10pm. 
Conceptualizing Our Regional Environment (Fall, year 1)

Provides a framework for understanding current environmental issues from an interdisciplinary perspective. Students will begin to develop the skills to become producers of new knowledge. Multiple methods of data acquisition and analysis will be introduced, as well as the philosophy of science and the problematic relationship between science and policy. 

Ecological & Social Sustainability (Winter, year 1)

Addresses central issues in contemporary sustainability studies on theoretical and practical levels. Emphasis is on ways to promote both environmental and social sustainability. Areas covered may include environmental quality at regional, national and global scales; energy use and alternative energies; resource availability and access to resources; social and cultural issues of sustainability; and indicators to guide policy. As part of this program, students write and present a research paper to provide evidence of their readiness to advance to candidacy.
Quantitative & Qualitative Methods (Spring, year 1)

Integrates the use of inferential statistics and qualitative data analysis to conduct rigorous examinations of the social, biological and physical aspects of environmental issues. This will prepare students for their own research and for understanding and critiquing research articles and reports in fields of their choosing.

Case Studies and Thesis Prospectus Design (Fall, year 2)

Examines a variety of environmental problems and includes individual or small group projects. Students and faculty will also work together to apply what has been learned throughout the core sequence about interdisciplinary environmental research to design individual thesis research to be carried out in the following two quarters.

THESIS

All MES students are required to write a thesis that builds upon their academic and professional work both before and during their time in MES.  The thesis is the culminating phase of the MES degree, and students are matched with a faculty advisor during their final year.  Students do not need to know their thesis topic when entering MES.
ELECTIVES

Electives are on Monday or Wednesday evenings, 6-10pm. Three to four electives are offered every quarter and are consistently available in the areas of:
Ecology 
Sustainability and Community
Energy and Climate Change
In addition to the electives provided through the MES Program, students are also encouraged to design Independent Learning Contracts or pursue internships for credit. Elective credits may also be earned in other accredited graduate programs, such as Willamette University’s Sustainable Enterprise Certificate. 
Sample first quarter schedule for a new full-time student:

Monday: 10-4 on-campus job, 6-10 MES elective
Tuesday: 9-12 volunteer at local organization, 1-5 study, 6-10 MES core class

Wednesday: 10-4 on-campus job, 6-10 study
Thursday: 9-3 study, 4-5 MES Student Association (MESA) Meeting, 6-10 MES core
Friday: 10-4 on-campus job
Saturday/Sunday: study, class field trip, volunteer with MESA, or explore the Northwest
