SAVE PAPER: DON’T PRINT THIS OUT UNLESS YOU ABSOLUTELY NEED TO.

Get involved with your community!!

Because this list goes out to a wider community, some of the events on this list are not suitable for class assignments.  Events that are suitable for the Volunteer Event Review assignment say EVENT REVIEW at the end of the listing.  Those events also are suitable for extra credit if you go to a second one—as are events that say EXTRA CREDIT.  
November 4 (Thursday)

6-8pm – Forest Biofuels Viewed from the Application of Ecosystem Theory
 (The Evergreen State College, Lecture Hall 1)  Mark Harmon, professor and chair of the forest science department at Oregon State University will offer his perspective on carbon neutrality, forest carbon cycling, and management practices that will guide the biomass research at Evergreen.  Please join us for this educational event!  There will be a one-hour lecture followed by questions and discussion.  There is a $2 parking fee at the college. Bus lines 41 and 48 will take you directly to campus. Directions and a campus map can be found here: www.evergreen.edu/tour/gethere.htm.  !  EXTRA CREDIT
November 6 (Saturday) 
8 am - 10 am – Titlow Park Waterbird Survey

(Titlow Park, Tacoma)  Help People For Puget Sound identify and count waterbirds at Titlow Lagoon and beach.  No experience is necessary.  Please bring your own binoculars, if you have them.  Meet on the walking path between the upper and lower lagoons (near the outdoor swimming pool) at 8 am.  Directions and parking: Titlow Park is a popular community park in Tacoma.  Parking is available at the Titlow Lodge and Community Center at 8425 6th Ave, Tacoma 98465, or at several nearby lots.  If the gates to the lodge and pool parking lots are not yet open, there is street parking available on 6th Ave in front of the lodge.  For more information and to sign up, contact Christina Donehower at cdonehower@pugetsound.org or at 360-754-9177 ext. 183. EVENT REVIEW
9am-12noon – NatureMapping at Wilcox Flats
We will be working with the Nisqually Land Trust on their property near Wilcox Farms.  They have been hard at work restoring the habitat and would like some NatureMapping data to be collected.  So, we will plan to do NatureMapping in the area as well as some invasive plant removal and general weeding around newly planted vegetation. If you are interested in this trip, please contact Jessica Moore at 360-832-7160 or at jessica.moore@nwtrek.org so she can put you on the list, get you directions and get a count of the estimated number of participants! EVENT REVIEW
10am – 12 noon—Percival Creek Planting
(Sapp Rd. in Tumwater, behind Streamland Estates)  Volunteers are needed to plant red-osier dogwood stakes and install weed matting along Percival Creek. Please wear waterproof boots if you have them. For location and further information, contact Debbie Smith at dmsmith@ci.tumwater.wa.us or at 360-754-4148.  EVENT REVIEW
10:30 am - 1:30 pm – Titlow Lagoon Restoration Work Day

(Titlow Park, Tacoma)  Join volunteers in removing invasive vegetation to protect native plantings.  Sponsored by People For Puget Sound.  Please bring your own hand tools and work gloves, if you have them.  If not, we will have some to share.  We will be removing Himalayan blackberry and other invasive species threatening our recently installed native plants.  Meet on the walking path along the upper lagoon shoreline at 10:30 am (from the outdoor swimming pool, walk past the playground on the right and continue over the small footbridge into the forest).  You may want to bring a sack lunch, though light snacks will be provided.  Directions and parking: Titlow Park is a popular community park in Tacoma.  Parking is available at the Titlow Lodge and Community Center at 8425 6th Ave, Tacoma, 98465 or at several nearby lots.  If you arrive for the waterbird survey and the gates to the lodge and pool parking lots are not yet open, there is street parking available on 6th Ave in front of the lodge.  For more information, contact Christina Donehower at 360-754-9177 ext. 183 or at cdonehower@pugetsound.org. EVENT REVIEW
10am - 4pm – Farms Forever Art Show & Dinner

(The Loft on Cherry in Olympia)  The South of the Sound Community Farm Land Trust is hosting an art show followed by an evening fundraiser this fall celebrating art in the world of farming.  The event will feature an afternoon public exhibit of fine art related to farming and agriculture and a farmers’ market poster contest. This is a wonderful opportunity for local artists.  The exhibit will be a judged event and cash and other awards will be given.  Our fundraising event starts at 5:30 following the art show and features a Farm to Table Dinner with local farm produce, silent auction and live art auction.  After dinner, we will be stompin’ to music with The Oly Mountain Boys and Yodelady at our “Hoedown Downtown” dance.  Proceeds benefit the on-going work of the South of the Sound Community Farm Land Trust.  Complete information, including on-line registration is available on our website, www.communityfarmlandtrust.org/events. 
November 7 (Sunday) 
9am - 1pm – Capitol Land Trust work party near TESC

Come join your neighbors, friends, and volunteers of Capitol Land Trust for a planting work party (emphasis on party!) at the Harper property near the Evergreen State College.  We will be replanting native trees, shrubs, ferns and emergents in a forested wetland area that was damaged last spring by a runaway excavator.  Capitol Land Trust has been working with volunteers and WCC crews for many years to remove invasive species from the site and replant with natives. We encourage volunteers to bring their rain gear and boots.  We will provide gloves, tools, water and snacks.  (Feel free to bring your own as well!)  No experience is necessary, but we ask that children ten and under have adult supervision.  Contact our Stewardship Coordinator, Guy Maguire, at guym@capitollandtrust.org for directions and more information. EVENT REVIEW
November 8 (Monday) 
6:30-9pm – High Density Corridors (Eastside) Community Focus Meeting

(Ramada Inn on Martin Way E)  This meeting has been convened by the Olympia Planning Commission to get community input on the topic of high-density corridors.  Olympia's urban corridors serve as links between city centers and core employment areas in northern Thurston County.  Olympia’s Comprehensive Plan vision is for some areas of the corridors to gradually change from areas dominated by strip commercial development, and re-developable and under-developed land—into mixed-use, high-density areas where people enjoy walking, shopping, working, and living.  The areas identified by Olympia to become high-density corridors are along Martin Way, Pacific Avenue, State and Fourth Avenues, Harrison Avenue, and surrounding Capital Mall.  This meeting will focus on Eastside high-density corridors.
At the meeting, citizens will have an opportunity to learn more about the topic, discuss it with each other, and share their preferences and concerns with the City.  Much of the time will be spent working together in small groups, with notetakers capturing the discussions at each table.  For more information, go to www.olympiawa.gov/imagine-olympia/general-pages/whats-happening.aspx or contact Jennifer Kenny at jkenny@ci.olympia.wa.us or at 360-753-8031. EVENT REVIEW (Students need to stay for the entire event, interview several citizen attendees, and think about the environmental implications of this issue.)
November 9 (Tuesday) 
6:30-9pm – High Density Corridors (Eastside) Community Focus Meeting

(Garfield Elementary School Library, 325 Plymouth St NW, Olympia)  This meeting has been convened by the Olympia Planning Commission to get community input on the topic of high-density corridors.  Olympia's urban corridors serve as links between city centers and core employment areas in northern Thurston County.  Olympia’s Comprehensive Plan vision is for some areas of the corridors to gradually change from areas dominated by strip commercial development, re-developable, and under-developed land—into mixed use, high density areas where people enjoy walking, shopping, working, and living.  The areas identified by Olympia to become high-density corridors are along Martin Way, Pacific Avenue, State and Fourth Avenues, Harrison Avenue, and surrounding Capital Mall.  This meeting will focus on Westside high-density corridors. 

At the meeting, citizens will have an opportunity to learn more about the topic, discuss it with each other, and share their preferences and concerns with the City.  Much of the time will be spent working together in small groups, with notetakers capturing the discussions at each table.  For more information, go to www.olympiawa.gov/imagine-olympia/general-pages/whats-happening.aspx or contact Jennifer Kenny at jkenny@ci.olympia.wa.us or at 360-753-8031. EVENT REVIEW (Students need to stay for the entire event, interview several citizen attendees, and think about the environmental implications of this issue.)
7pm – Conservation Issues for Pacific Northwest Bats
(Batdorf & Bronson Coffee House, 516 Capitol Way S, Olympia)  Our speaker this month is Greg Falxa from Cascadia Research Collective in Olympia.  Eleven species of bats reside in western Washington, and several more on the arid side of the state.  Gradual changes in habitat and the use of pesticides have reduced their prey base—and in the eastern U.S., white-nose syndrome has been the cause of large numbers of hibernating bats.  This presentation will cover the different life-history strategies for bats in western Washington, as well as things we can be doing to slow or reverse the trend toward far fewer bats in our ecosystems.  EXTRA CREDIT
7pm: Centralia City Council     

November 10 (Wednesday) 
7-9pm – Poetry and Sustainability Workshop for Youth and the Young at Heart

(Traditions Café, 300 5th Ave SW, Olympia)  Dr. Don Foran will help fledgling and future poets of all ages focus on images from our bruised but brilliant world and show how poetry truly can save our world.  Free (donations accepted).  Co-sponsored by Earth Care Catholics of Olympia and Interfaith Works Earth Stewardship Committee.  For more information, call 459-5825. EXTRA CREDIT
November 11 (Thursday)

9 am - 1 pm – Veteran’s Day Planting at Powell Creek

(Yelm)  Join Nisqually Land Trust as they honor the service of our veterans by contributing to society in another way: planting trees near Powell Creek!  Great fun and exercise for kids of all ages.  Dress for the weather (we work rain-or-shine!) and bring a lunch & water.  We will provide tools and gloves—but feel free to bring your own.  All youths 16 and under must be accompanied by an adult.  RSVP to Candi Ziegert at staff@nisquallylandtrust.org or at 360-458-1111 for directions, and let her know if you need to cancel your RSVP.  EVENT REVIEW
November 13 (Saturday) 
9 am - 1 pm – Weekend Tree Planting at Powell Creek 

(Yelm)  The planting today and tomorrow is a continuation of the work done by Nisqually Land Trust volunteers on Veteran’s Day.  Dress for the weather (we work rain-or-shine!) and bring a lunch & water.  We will provide tools and gloves—but feel free to bring your own.  All youths 16 and under must be accompanied by an adult.  RSVP to Candi Ziegert at staff@nisquallylandtrust.org or at 360-458-1111 for directions, and let her know if you need to cancel your RSVP.  EVENT REVIEW
10am-noon—Salmon Stewards Field Training

(McLane Creek Nature Trail)  To register, contact Ann Marie at 360-754-3355 ext. 6857 or at finanam@co.thurston.wa.us. 

2-3:30 pm – Alan Bauer's Best Desert Hikes: Washington
(Olympia Timberland Library)  Join professional photographer Alan L. Bauer as he presents the adventure and beauty of the Washington Columbia Basin desert country covered in his book Best Desert Hikes: Washington, published by The Mountaineers Books. Regions ranging from the wildlife rich areas between the Cascades and Columbia River, the Grand Coulee Country, the Snake River Country, and all the way south to the Columbia River Gorge will be shared.  A question and answer period follows.  Books will be available for purchase and signing.  Bauer specializes in the natural history and local histories of the Pacific Northwest.  He has written eight books.  EXTRA CREDIT
2-3 pm – Archaeology in Washington
(Aberdeen Timberland Library)  Dr. Richard Daugherty, an Aberdeen native, and his wife, writer Ruth Kirk, will explain what archaeology is (NOT Indiana Jones!) and how sites are found.  They will show film clips of two Olympic Peninsula digs: the ancient mastodon hunted near Sequim 14,000 years ago and the cedar-plank houses at Ozette, south of Neah Bay. Dr. Daugherty is an emeritus professor of anthropology at Washington State University. Ruth Kirk is the author and photographer of many acclaimed natural and human history books about the Northwest.  A limited number of copies of their book, Archaeology in Washington, will be for sale, with the proceeds to be donated to the Friends of the Aberdeen Timberland Library, which is sponsoring the program.

8-9:30pm — South Sound "Pier Peer" Exploration

(Boston Harbor Marina, Olympia)  Fall in love with Puget Sound again, or for the first time!  A fun and exciting way to help Save Our Sound!  Join People For Puget Sound naturalists out on the docks for a night time adventure.  We’ll see the food web in action!  We may be joined by giant marine worms, colorful sea slugs, sea stars, larval fish, jelly fish and maybe even the luminescent squid!  AND –you never know when the harbor seal might swing by for a snack.  People For Puget Sound members free; non-member adults, $10.  Advance reservations are required; space is limited.  RSVP at http://pugetsound.org/forms/event_rsvp.  This is a family-friendly event but we advise parents not to bring children under 8.  All children must by supervised by an adult.  Please dress for the weather (and damp docks) and bring your own flashlights.  For more information, contact Gabby Byrne, (360) 754-9177 EXTRA CREDIT
November 14 (Sunday)

9 am - 1 pm – Weekend Tree Planting at Powell Creek 

(Yelm)  The planting today is a continuation of the work done by Nisqually Land Trust volunteers on Veteran’s Day and yesterday.  Dress for the weather (we work rain-or-shine!) and bring a lunch & water.  We will provide tools and gloves—but feel free to bring your own.  All youths 16 and under must be accompanied by an adult.  RSVP to Candi Ziegert at staff@nisquallylandtrust.org or at 360-458-1111 for directions, and let her know if you need to cancel your RSVP.  EVENT REVIEW
November 15 (Monday)

6:30pm – public hearing on Olympia’s Shoreline Master Program Update

(Olympia City Council Chambers, 900 Plum Street SE, Olympia)  The City of Olympia Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on to receive public comments on the City of Olympia’s Shoreline Master Program Update.  The Update sets forth policies, regulations and procedures for uses and activities within the shoreline jurisdiction of Budd Inlet, Capitol Lake, Chambers Lake, Grass Lake, Ken Lake, Ward Lake, Percival Creek, and Black Lake Ditch.  The draft Shoreline Master Program is available on-line at www.olympiawa.gov/en/imagine-olympia/io-elements/shoreline-planning.aspx.  EVENT REVIEW
November 16 (Tuesday) 
7-9pm – Local Food Security 

(MIXX 96 Meeting Room, corner of State & Washington in downtown Olympia)  TJ Johnson from Sustainable South Sound will speak on local food security issues.  Local food security is an issue of growing concern with not only changing weather patterns but predicted rising costs and dwindling supplies of fossil fuels. This will take a toll on our highly energy-dependent agricultural and food distribution system. It's time to start thinking about food resilience.  TJ recently attended a national conference on Community Food Security in New Orleans. He will begin the local dialogue on this issue with a report from that conference.  Free and open to the public.  Please bring your own mug to enjoy a cup of coffee or tea.  For more information: Barb at 878-9901 or barb@scavezze.com 
Olympia City Council hearing on re-zone of Kaiser Heights development

Lacey City Council Meetings on the 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month (Nov-Dec)

Tuesday, November 16, 6:30pm: Tumwater City Council

November 18 (Thursday) 
6:30-9:30pm — Naturescaping for Water and Wildlife

Interested in sustainable landscaping practices that can result in reduced maintenance chores, including watering and mowing?  Join Stream Team and WSU’s Native Plant Salvage Project for this FREE, popular how-to course in landscaping methods that are satisfying to both humans and wildlife.  You’ll learn design ideas for creating landscapes that are beautiful year-round; attract birds, butterflies, amphibians and beneficial insects; and help protect and conserve our local waterways and groundwater.  Learn how to transform your landscape into your home sanctuary while also saving you time, money and resources. Participants will receive many free handouts to help them in creating more attractive and sustainable landscapes.  To register or for more information, please email nativeplantsalvage@gmail.com or call 360-867-2166. EXTRA CREDIT
November 19 (Friday)

1-5pm – Capitol Land Trust work party near TESC

Come join your neighbors, friends, and volunteers of Capitol Land Trust for a planting work party (emphasis on party!) at the Harper property near the Evergreen State College.  We will be replanting native trees, shrubs, ferns and emergents in a forested wetland area that was damaged last spring by a runaway excavator.  Capitol Land Trust has been working with volunteers and WCC crews for many years to remove invasive species from the site and replant with natives. We encourage volunteers to bring their rain gear and boots.  We will provide gloves, tools, water and snacks.  (Feel free to bring your own as well!)  No experience is necessary, but we ask that children ten and under have adult supervision.  Contact our Stewardship Coordinator, Guy Maguire, at guym@capitollandtrust.org for directions and more information. EVENT REVIEW
November 20 (Saturday) 
8-9:30pm — South Sound Hood Canal Pier Peer Exploration!

(Hood Canal Marina, 5101 State Route 106, Union)  Join Sound Educator J Cookson as he night-lights Hood Canal!  You may be joined by a variety of fish species including the seahorses’ relative–the pipefish!  Polycheate marine worms—the creepy swimming centipedes of the sea—abound, as do large colorful jellyfish.  Green marine isopods, and larval flatfish have been spotted.  And, J has spotted something glowing just off shore under the water too–could there be schools of squid?!  This event is free for People For Puget Sound members; non-member adults are $10; kids are free.  Advance reservations are required, and space is limited.  RSVP at http://pugetsound.org/forms/event_rsvp. This is a family-friendly event, but we advise parents not to bring children under 8.  All children must by supervised by an adult.  Please dress for the weather (and damp docks) and bring your own flashlights.  For more information, contact Gabby Byrne at (360) 754-9177. EXTRA CREDIT
Tuesday, November 23, 7pm: Centralia City Council     

Lacey City Council Meetings on the 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month (Nov-Dec)

DECEMBER 3 (FRIDAY) – ALL EVENT REVIEWS DUE ! ! 

December 8 (Wednesday)

8:30 am - 10:30 am – Titlow Park Waterbird Survey

(Titlow Park, Tacoma)  Help People For Puget Sound identify and count waterbirds at Titlow Lagoon and beach.  No experience is necessary.  For more information and to sign up, contact Christina Donehower at cdonehower@pugetsound.org or at 360-754-9177 ext. 183.

December 9 (Thursday) 

6:30-9pm – Downtown, Part 2

(The Olympia Center)  The Olympia Planning Commission is seeking to engage citizens in deeper conversations that build on comments they have received from the website, various community meetings and interviews.  This meeting has been convened to get community input on the topic of downtown Olympia.  At the meeting, citizens will have an opportunity to learn more about the topic, discuss it with each other, and share their preferences and concerns with the City.  Much of the time will be spent working together in small groups, with notetakers capturing the discussions at each table.  

Tuesday, December 14, 7pm: Centralia City Council     

December 15 (Wednesday)

1-5pm – Capitol Land Trust work party near TESC

Come join your neighbors, friends, and volunteers of Capitol Land Trust for a planting work party (emphasis on party!) at the Harper property near the Evergreen State College.  We will be replanting native trees, shrubs, ferns and emergents in a forested wetland area that was damaged last spring by a runaway excavator.  Capitol Land Trust has been working with volunteers and WCC crews for many years to remove invasive species from the site and replant with natives. We encourage volunteers to bring their rain gear and boots.  We will provide gloves, tools, water and snacks.  (Feel free to bring your own as well!)  No experience is necessary, but we ask that children ten and under have adult supervision.  Contact our Stewardship Coordinator, Guy Maguire, at guym@capitollandtrust.org for directions and more information. 
December 18 (Saturday)

9am - 1pm -- Mud Bay Restoration Work Day
(Randall site, Olympia)  Help People For Puget Sound remove invasive vegetation to protect native plantings.  For more information and to sign up, contact Christina Donehower at cdonehower@pugetsound.org or at 360-754-9177 ext. 183.

Tuesday, December 28, 7pm: Centralia City Council  

January 8
9am-noon – Neighborhood Planning, Part 1

(The Olympia Center)  The Olympia Planning Commission is seeking to engage citizens in deeper conversations that build on comments they have received from the website, various community meetings and interviews.  This meeting has been convened to get community input on the topic of neighborhood planning.  At the meeting, citizens will have an opportunity to learn more about the topic, discuss it with each other, and share their preferences and concerns with the City.  Much of the time will be spent working together in small groups, with notetakers capturing the discussions at each table.

January 12 (Wednesday) 
7-9pm – (video) Food, Inc.
(Traditions Café, 300 5th Ave SW, Olympia)  Food, Inc. lifts the veil on our nation's food industry, exposing the highly mechanized underbelly that has been largely hidden from the American consumer.  Video showing will be followed by discussion.  Free (donations accepted).  Co-sponsored by Earth Care Catholics of Olympia and Interfaith Works Earth Stewardship Committee.  For more information, call 459-5825.

January 23 (Sunday)

10am-12:30pm OR 1-3:30pm – Winter Twig Identification field course
NPSP
January 26
6:30- 9pm -- Environmental Stewardship, Part 1

(The Urban Onion Ballroom)  The Olympia Planning Commission is seeking to engage citizens in deeper conversations that build on comments they have received from the website, various community meetings and interviews.  This meeting has been convened to get community input on the topic of the environment.  At the meeting, citizens will have an opportunity to learn more about the topic, discuss it with each other, and share their preferences and concerns with the City.  Much of the time will be spent working together in small groups, with notetakers capturing the discussions at each table.

February 9 (Wednesday) 
7-9pm – (video) Hidden Dangers in Kids Meals: Genetically Engineered Foods
(Traditions Café, 300 5th Ave SW, Olympia)  Research results, inadequate regulations, and warnings from eminent scientists explain why genetically modified foods are dangerous and should be removed from kids' meals, and why GMOs threaten your health, the environment and future generations.  Video showing will be followed by discussion.  Free (donations accepted).  Co-sponsored by Earth Care Catholics of Olympia and Interfaith Works Earth Stewardship Committee.  For more information, call 459-5825.

February 15 (Tuesday)

9am- 4pm — annual Environmental Citizens’ Lobby Day 2011

Contact: Rein Attemann, (206) 382-7007

February 23
6:30- 9pm – Neighborhood Planning, Part 2

(The Urban Onion Ballroom)  The Olympia Planning Commission is seeking to engage citizens in deeper conversations that build on comments they have received from the website, various community meetings and interviews.  This meeting has been convened to get community input on the topic of neighborhood planning.  At the meeting, citizens will have an opportunity to learn more about the topic, discuss it with each other, and share their preferences and concerns with the City.  Much of the time will be spent working together in small groups, with notetakers capturing the discussions at each table.

March 9 (Wednesday) 
7-9pm – (video) Good Food
(Traditions Café, 300 5th Ave SW, Olympia)  Good Food offers an intimate look at the farmers, ranchers, and businesses that are creating a more sustainable food system in the Pacific Northwest.  Video showing will be followed by discussion.  Free (donations accepted).  Co-sponsored by Earth Care Catholics of Olympia and Interfaith Works Earth Stewardship Committee.  For more information, call 459-5825.

March 26 () 
9am- noon – Environmental Stewardship, Part 2

(The Olympia Center)  The Olympia Planning Commission is seeking to engage citizens in deeper conversations that build on comments they have received from the website, various community meetings and interviews.  This meeting has been convened to get community input on the topic of the environment.  At the meeting, citizens will have an opportunity to learn more about the topic, discuss it with each other, and share their preferences and concerns with the City.  Much of the time will be spent working together in small groups, with notetakers capturing the discussions at each table.

1:30-2:30 pm – Mushroom Hunting  

(Tumwater Timberland Library)  Tom Keller of the South Sound Mushroom Club will discuss mushroom hunting in the Pacific Northwest and help you identify the best edibles and the ones to stay away from.

April 9 (Saturday) 
10am-noon – Discover the Wonders of Nature at the Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge
(Nisqually Wildlife Refuge)  Aimed especially at families and educators, this program includes a tour of the Education Center, Nature Explore Area, and information about the Refuge’s environmental education programs.  Free (donations accepted).  Co-sponsored by Earth Care Catholics of Olympia and Interfaith Works Earth Stewardship Committee.  For more information, call 459-5825.

