Join MESA Today!

Why join MESA?

· MESA offers support not found in the program or school – it can be difficult for MES students to utilize certain campus resources as night students

· Stay connected with your fellow MES students and the greater surrounding community

· Student Empowerment: MESA is a professional means of retaining students’ voices and opinions in the larger MES Program
· Presence on campus: educate Evergreen about MES and local environmental issues
· Networking opportunities with local organizations & businesses  

· Resume building capacity: great experience for future careers!

· This is an organization for you, run by you; what we focus on is from your input! 

What is MESA?

The Master of Environmental Studies Association (MESA) at The Evergreen State College is an active group of MES students dedicated to addressing academic and social needs of MES students. MESA designs events and services to increase student involvement in campus and community environmental issues.

What does MESA do?

Our primary function is hosting the Rachel Carson Forum every spring. We also provide opportunities for students to get involved in the greater Olympia and Thurston County community through restoration projects, work parties and volunteerism. We plan to host movie nights on environmental issues and host fun outings such as hiking trips. We have a small pool of funds available to students to help cover costs of conferences or other education-related expenses.
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MESA also serves as a communication avenue between MES Faculty/Staff and MES students – a MESA student representative attends MES Faculty meetings periodically and serves as a voice for student concerns.  

About the Rachel Carson Forum
MES students started the Rachel Carson forum in 1990 to celebrate author and activist Rachel Carson’s life and achievements. Carson is known for her groundbreaking 1962 book exposing the dangers of pesticides, “Silent Spring.” Her contributions played an integral role leading to the ban of DDT use in the U.S.  Carson’s work embodies what MES students are training to do – make a difference.  This annual event has included speakers from climate change to local sustainability, and is a monumental event at Evergreen. 

LEARN MORE!

Join us at our first meeting of the year.  We will discuss priorities and interests of this year’s MES students and discuss the role of officers.  If you are interested in becoming a MESA student representative attend this meeting or contact kowalewh@evergreen.edu 

First Meeting: Tuesday, Oct. 4, 2011; 4:30-5:30pm; Graduate Lounge (Lab I, 3rd Floor)
For more information, or to be added to the MESA email list, contact: Heather Kowalewski, kowalewh@evergreen.edu
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