Faculty Thesis Handbook

Choosing a Reader
A key decision regarding thesis work is your choice of faculty advisor, or "reader." The reader is selected for (1) her/his expertise on the topic you wish to explore, (2) personal compatibility with you as a student, and (3) availability during the time you are working on your thesis. Your reader will advise on content and methodology, as well as read and critique your drafts. Your reader will read your drafts for accuracy, grammatical adequacy, logical consistency, completeness, and other attributes, and has the ultimate responsibility of passing your completed thesis or returning it for another draft. The reader also writes your thesis evaluation and awards final credit. This person will become your most important faculty colleague in this process, and you should meet regularly.

During the Case Studies core class, you will indicate preferences for a reader. Your reader will be a member of the MES faculty unless otherwise arranged by the MES Director. Once students have indicated their preferences, MES faculty members work collaboratively to decide on reader assignments. In this process, every effort is made to match you with your first choice for reader, while also balancing faculty workload. To assist with making your decision, you are encouraged to begin talking about your project at any time with potential readers.  

Faculty,
I want to thank Gail for doing an excellent job helping the Registrar, faculty, and most importantly, thesis students registered for Winter Quarter.
Gail and I spent quite a bit of time Friday afternoon (and you can see by her email that she worked well past 5pm on a Friday afternoon) to figure out how to make registration happen.
I looked at my Records and Registration email Friday afternoon to discover that nearly all of my thesis students were only registered for 2 credits. Apparently there is something in Banner that makes it seem that 2 credits is the correct number of hours for thesis work.  This is not  the case.
 

After much consideration of all the possible combos of thesis credit registration with a reader, Gail and I worked to make the registartion as standard as possible. Please remember that we have agreed to move towards an 8/8 registration Winter and Spring. This year is very complicated because we have close to 60 students who have the option to choice from at least three handbooks to register. Fortunately, many of them are choicing the 8/8 option but some are not. 
 

What I want to see is as many students registered for 8 credits Winter Quarter as possible. Many of the students have not met with their reader so they should automatically register for 8 if they are doing the 8/8 = 16 credit thesis. In only a few cases should any new thesis registations be less than 8 for the Winter. I would assume that some thesis work will begin to need addtional time by Spring but nearly everyone now should be working towards completing half their work this winter. If you have already met with a student and agreed upon a different set of numbers to get to 16, please help the student register. 
I am going to do my best Tuesday night to get some idea of student registration. I expect you, as a reader, to have contacted your students and clearly stated to them that part of their thesis work is to attend the workshop and that your evaluation of them includes their attendance and participation in the workshop.
 

Please be sure to work with your students to get them registered with the idea that they will complete their thesis in June. We are only allowing students who have special data and/or analysis needs to continue into the summer. (This is our policy and I know there will be expections but the word on the street has to be that everyone tries to complete in June - this is a workload issue and I have to be firm on this.)
We all must use some patience as we work through this transition. We have all agreed that the 16 thesis is the best route for faculty and students. Please work with your student and Registration to make this as smooth a transition as possible. 
 

I regret having to be so forceful with this email but we must work together to make this transition and keep MES functioning as well as it can.
If you have any questions, please contact me or Gail. Heather is not in the office until later in the week. I expect Monday and Tuesday to be very busy around the MES admin office area. We will do the best we can to assist you and students.
 

Regards,
Martha
Conversation w/judy:

If thesis goes through summer only, faculty writes eval at end of summer quarter and doesn’t turn it in. student presents in first quarter, and if approved, faculty turns in eval immediately after.  Printed thesis is also turned in at end of summer and wait for signature after student presents. 

