Join MESA Today!

Why join MESA?

· Networking opportunities:  MESA puts you in direct contact with professors, others at TESC, and with local organizations & businesses 

· Stay connected with your fellow MES students and the greater surrounding community

· Student Empowerment: MESA is a professional means of retaining students’ voices and opinions in the larger MES Program

· Resume building capacity: There are MANY positions, roles, & opportunities for you to plug into MESA

· MESA offers support and resources geared especially towards the unique needs of the graduate student population  – it can be difficult for MES students to utilize certain campus resources as night students

· Presence on campus: educate Evergreen about MES and local environmental issues

· This is an organization for you, run by you; what we focus on is from your input! 

What is MESA?

The Master of Environmental Studies Association (MESA) at The Evergreen State College is an active group of MES students dedicated to addressing academic and social needs of MES students. MESA designs events and services to increase student involvement in campus and community environmental issues.

What does MESA do?

Ultimately the types of events, opportunities, and purpose of MESA will be shaped by you, as the incoming leaders and participants in MESA.  It is a student organization whose purpose is to meet your needs and that may change from year to year and class to class.  But, fear not, you will not have to start from scratch with ideas and programs.  Every year MESA puts on the Rachel Carson Forum (see below) and works with our Student 
Representative positions serve as a direct line of communication between staff and the student body.  Some other things MESA has done in previous years:  host popcorn and movie nights to engage in conversation on environmental issues; provide opportunities for students to get involved in the greater Olympia communities through restoration projects and volunteerism; secure funding from Student Activities to help students cover costs for conferences and career building trainings; and plan fun outings such as hiking and camping. 


About the Rachel Carson Forum
MES students started the Rachel Carson forum in 1990 to celebrate author and activist Rachel Carson’s life and achievements.  As you all know from reading her book, “Silent Spring”, Carson’s work was monumental in changing policy that now affects our national and global communities.  We dedicate this annual event to Rachel Carson because her work embodies what MES students are training to do - make a difference in our community, and the Rachel Carson Forum is an opportunity for you to work on a program that is widely acknowledged and acclaimed in the TESC and Olympia communities.  This annual event has grown in the last 20 years to take on controversial subjects from climate change to local sustainability, and has become a monumental event at Evergreen.  MESA will be looking for a group of students to be on a planning committee for this event.  Might you be interested?

LEARN MORE!

Join us for our first meeting of the year!  We will be talking about the different roles that need to be filled in MESA and you can see where your interests and talents best fit in.  In the meantime, you can talk to one of our fine MESA coordinators from last year with any questions or interest you may have:  Fiona Edwards edwfio02@evergreen.edu. We look forward to seeing your bright shining faces soon!

First Meeting: Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2012; 4:00-5:30pm; Graduate Lounge (Lab I, 3rd Floor)
