Summer 2014 MES Elective Course Descriptions
(Course descriptions and times are subject to change. All courses are worth four graduate credits. MES admits may take these courses as “special students.” Up to eight credits from any institution, including Evergreen special student credits, may be transferred into the MES degree.)
Environmental Education -- Jean MacGregor, Curriculum for the Bioregion Project Director, Evergreen
It is widely agreed that an environmentally literate and concerned citizenry is crucial to environmental quality and long-term sustainability—but how and where is environmental and sustainability literacy fostered? And where environmental education occurs, is it effective? This class will explore the history, philosophical underpinnings, and current trends in environmental and sustainability education for both youth and adults, in both formal sectors (schools and colleges) and non-formal ones. This class will provide a theoretical and practical introduction to the field of environmental education and interpretation. It will be useful to those of you who are interested in environmental teaching as a career, or to those whose environmental work might involve education or outreach components. There will be an all-day field trip on Saturday, July 12. Students should expect to pay an $8 entrance fee. Offered 6-10p Tue/Thu (June 24 – July 24).
Global Water -- Paul Picket, WA Department of Ecology

The United Nations has declared the access to affordable, clean water to be a human right. Yet around the world billions of people cannot exercise this right. In addition, people in the developing world often face challenges of drought, floods, and degradation of aquatic ecosystem services. This class explores the challenges of water in developing countries, emerging issues, and potential solutions. Issues to be explored include Integrated Water Resource Management, governance, privatization, gender equality, social justice, climate change, water security, and appropriate technology. Offered 5:30-9:30p Wed (June 25-July 23). 
Climate Change and Sustainability in the Fiji Islands -- Brittany Gallagher, Friends of Yaquina Lighthouses and Hatfield Marine Science Center

The Republic of Fiji is a collection of 322 islands in the South Pacific Ocean, home to about 858,000 people. MES students traveling to Fiji will observe firsthand how the Fijian government, NGOs, and everyday people address the effects of climate change; from adaptation activities at a local level to lobbying the international community through regional partnerships with other Small Island Developing States (SIDS). The social, cultural, and political dimensions of these complex environmental issues will be explored through visits to coastal and inland villages, government offices, NGOs, and the University of the South Pacific (USP).  Students will visit major environmental sites on Viti Levu, Fiji’s largest island, including two national parks and other private reserves. Religion in Fiji is an important and complex beast: students will have the opportunity to visit the most famous Hindu temple in the country, attend village church services, and learn about Islam in Fiji.  We will spend several days at an “eco-resort” in the Mamanuca islands, snorkeling on healthy and degraded reefs and engaging in mangrove conservation activities.  Students will also spend several nights in rural villages for an immersive experience alongside Fijians and expatriates working on community development initiatives. Total approximate cost is $3,150 plus tuition. Offered August 3 – August 20.
Research Design and Qualitative Methods -- Martha Henderson, MES Faculty
Research Design and Qualitative Methods is a graduate course primarily focused on research in social sciences and environmental studies. The class will explore major theoretical and philosophical constructs of knowledge and ask students to develop a theoretical perspective for graduate research projects. From theory, the class will move towards identifying specific research questions based on student interest. Students developing MES thesis projects or MPA capstone projects are encouraged to initiate research questions. Once questions have been developed, the class will examine a series of possible qualitative research methods including interview, archival, text examination, ethnography, and case studies. Each method will be practiced including data gathering and data analysis. Students will be asked to write a research design proposal including theoretical perspective, research identification, method development, and data analysis selection. Ethical issues of qualitative research and preparation of Human Subjects Review documents will be covered. Class work will include lecture, seminar, field testing, on-line data analysis selection, and participant observation. Offered 5-9p Tue/Thu (July 29 – August 28).
Approved MPA Courses for MES Students
MES students have the option of taking up to two 4-credit MPA electives for MES elective credit. This quarter, students are eligible to take:

Energy Policy - 6-10p Fri, 8:30-4:30 Sat/Sun (Jun 27-29, Jul 12-13 & 25) 

Grantwriting – 6-10p Tue, June 24 – August 26

Summer 2014 MES Pre-requisite Descriptions

(These are undergraduate courses offered at Evergreen this summer that will count toward our pre-requisite requirements. All are worth four credits. Course descriptions and times are subject to change)

STATISTICS
Statistics 1 -- Alvin Josephy: The goal of this class will be to involve the student in exploring how Statistics is used to explain natural phenomena, promote public policy, and tell us things about the world that we can never know without it. Offered 6-10p Tue/Thu (July 29 – August 28). 
Statistics and Research Design, Introduction -- Ralph Murphy: This class covers key statistical concepts at the conceptual and computational level with an emphasis on how statistics is used in research in natural and social sciences.  Descriptive and inferential statistical tests are covered including scales of data, measures of central tendency, normal distributions, probability, chi square, correlation and linear regression, tests of hypothesis, and Type I and Type II errors. Students will develop a clear understanding of introductory statistics and the ability to correctly interpret findings in journals, newspapers, and books. Offered 6-10p Mon/Wed (Jun. 24 - Jul. 24) 
Statistics for Social Sciences -- Wenhong Wang: This class will put statistics into context. We will cover basic sociological concepts and theories and introduce students to basic statistics. Focus will be placed on real life scenarios and sense-making practices. Besides workshops and lectures, we will conduct social experiments and field work to get our feet wet in social scientific research. Offered 9a-12:30p Tue/Thu (July 29 – August 28). 
SOCIAL SCIENCE
Climate Change and Sustainability in the Fiji Islands (please see description above)

Energy Policy -- Laurance Geri: Cheap energy from fossil fuels has been essential to the US political economy and social system. But concern about climate change is forcing a global rethinking of energy systems and the public policies governing the energy sector.  This course will provide an introduction to the many dimensions of energy, including sources, technologies, energy markets, and the economic, social, national security and environmental implications of energy use. We will examine how public policy is crafted in the energy sector in the U.S., other countries, and at the global level, with a focus on policies that hasten the adoption of renewable energy. Offered Jun 27-29, Jul 12-13 & 25, 6-10p Fri, 8:30-4:30 Sat/Sun.  
Global Water (please see description above)

Human Geography: Cultural Interactions with the Physical Landscape – Michael Vavrus: The course encompasses human, political, cultural, social, and economic aspects of geography.  Central guiding questions we will be addressing in this course: How have human beings transformed the planet Earth?  What are the changing relations humans have with the planet? How have map makers represented (or misrepresented) the Earth’s surface and the ways in which people actually live? How have human societies adapted themselves to the natural environment? How have relations of power affected people's use of the environment? Concepts include locations of people; the difference in places of human habitats; relationships within places of human habitats; patterns and effects of movement of humans, products, and information; and how regions form and change. Offered on campus June 26, July 24 & 31, & Aug 21 and online July 3, 10, & 17, Aug 7, 14, & 28.
Immigration Law and History of the U.S. Southern Border -- Arleen Sandifer: Most people do not realize that the notion of the United States as a “white” majority nation is largely a construction of law. In this course, we examine how our understanding of immigration history and law changes if we shift our view from Ellis Island in New York’s harbor to the U.S. southern border.  We’ll examine the current landscape of immigration law and policy and restrictionist and immigrant-rights movements.  We’ll critically analyze how concepts of race are embedded in immigration law and policy and how those embedded concepts drive the current debates on immigration reform. Students will build some basic legal skills through reading and researching important cases and laws. We’ll look at the historical context within which immigration issues relating to the southern U.S. border have arisen and continue to be defined.  We will examine current controversies about immigration, immigrant workers, labor movements, and the varied ways communities respond to the most recent immigration boom. Offered Tue - Thu 5:30 pm - 8 pm, June 24 – July 24.
Research Design and Qualitative Methods (please see description above)

NATURAL SCIENCE
The Art and Science of Entomology -- Emilie Bess: From parasites to pollinators, insects have shaped human society from the beginning. This course explores our intimate relationships with the bugs that we rely on and the bugs that we fear, the central role that insects play in our biosphere, and the unique adaptations that have led to their unparalleled diversity. This class introduces students to insect diversity and ecology, field techniques, and specimen preservation. Each full-day session includes outdoor field work. We learn to draw insects, emphasizing the importance of careful observation of morphology and behavior as learning tools. We also discuss the influence of insects on pop culture and modern society. Graphic arts, such as graphic story telling (e.g. comics), design of insect costumes, and other visual learning tools are integrated into student projects. Offered Sat, 10a – 6p (August 2 – August 30).
