Spring ST Effective Teaching Comments
	Elements of Effective Teaching
	Optional Comments: mention any concerns, suggestions, extenuating circumstances, etc. – use the back side or additional pages as needed 



	I felt prepared to use research and experience-based principles of effective practice to encourage the intellectual development of my students.


	· (3,4) My questioning strategies developed throughout the quarter. I also used pair sharing to foster intellectual/emotional development.
· (4,4) I found that Readers’ and Writers’ Workshop and Literature Circles encouraged students to take risks as they strengthened their literacy and communication skills. Professors should continue to stress these language arts teaching methods.

· (4,3) still refining my own practice – will be for years to come.

	I felt prepared to use research and experience-based principles of effective practice to encourage the social development of my students.


	· (4,4) I held class meetings with grade 1. I asked children to participate in whole group discussions and to pair share. Students problem solved ho to work together.
· (4,4) I appreciated the work we did on adolescent development and compassionate communication. I would have liked more opportunity to practice teaching group process skills.

· (2,2) Lack of faculty with High School experience made this difficult.

· (4,3) It was hard to do as much as I would have liked because of the timing in the year.

· (4,4) I should say that I attempted to apply these principles, to varying degrees of success-this is true of all of these boxes.

· (4, 2-3) Again, still learning

	I felt prepared to use research and experience-based principles of effective practice to encourage the personal development of my students.
	-     (4,4) I differentiated instruction, met with students in small groups and individually, and motivated students enthusiastically.
-      (3,4) We focused on differentiated instruction which helped me to personalize my teaching.
-      (3,3) Lack of faculty with High School experience made this difficult.

-      (No scores given) I’m not sure exactly what ‘personal development’ means… I’m thinking it could mean very different things to different people. I tried to always encourage my students to express themselves in ways they felt fostered their own idea of personal development.

	I felt prepared to adapt learning experiences to include ethnic and racial diversity.


	· (4,4) I selected literature that was appropriate and relevant to my students, and designed writing prompts that gave students opportunities to reflect on their own communities.
· (4,4) Caveat – when possible based on subject matter.

· (3-4, 3) Felt better prepared than if I had gone through any other program – I am still learning how to teach in a culturally responsive way such that is appropriate and accessible for all students. This will be an ongoing effort, career long no doubt. MIT did provide me with significant tools and strategies with which to begin a responsive practice. So too did it increase and further my own awareness as well as fill me with a desire to always be better.

	I felt prepared to adapt learning experiences to address gender differences.


	· (3,2) I discovered that I was using gender-biased practices and worked to correct these about half way through my student teaching.
· (3,3) I was very prepared to use heterogeneous grouping strategies, and was able to apply this strategy consistently.

· (4,4) Caveat – when possible based on subject matter.

· (3,2) Mostly male students

· (3,3) The program was less effective in training us to deal with issues of gender bias, I thin, than racial and ethnic bias. I think this is something which could be strengthened.

	I felt prepared to adapt learning experiences to address linguistic diversity.


	· (3,2)I had no ELL students in my spring placement, but two students who were bilingual (i.e. English proficient & did not qualify for additional language support)
· (3,4) Much of my preparation for linguistic diversity came from my undergraduate work.

· (3,3) I selected literature that had characters and languages from other cultures which exposed children to different languages within the text that was also written in English. I recall four books that I used for this purpose of honoring linguistic diversity.

· (4,2) Monolingual English students. We discussed and used limited diverse languages during class.

· (1,2) 1st student teaching more so than 2nd student teaching. I had lots of ESL students in the fall and did not know how to deal. After winter quarter I learned more but I did not have ESL students in the spring.

· (4,3) Didn’t have linguistic diversity in my class or it would be 4.

· (4,2) No linguistic diversity in classroom – did use Greek and Latin roots for science terminology

· (3,3) I did this more in the fall…unfortunately, my group this spring, due to tracking in the school, was not linguistically diverse to a large degree. This is something I would like to have prepared more for and worked more with.


	I felt prepared to adapt learning experiences to address cultural diversity.
	-     (4,4) Texts were selected with care in order to ensure that culture diversity was addressed.
-     (2, 2-3) Would have helped to have a high school teacher as part of faculty – got good idea of how elementary and middle school children are, but high school was alien to me, especially a high school where many students came from privilege.

-     (3-4, 3) Tried to apply regularly – not always successful.



	I felt prepared to adapt learning experiences to include students with exceptionalities.


	-     (3,3)There is so much involved in this area. I feel like I have a good foundation (theoretical) but need more practical experience. 
-     (3,3) I was unprepared during my first student teaching to best address the needs of students on IEPs, though I was able to find resources to prepare me as I went. I was better prepared for my second student teaching.

-     (4,4) I had the opportunity to attend an IEP conference early on and this was really helpful.

 -     (3,4) There are many exceptionalities – very individualized. I collaborated with a student’s aide.
-      (4,3) Lack of time



	I felt prepared to effectively use instructional strategies to develop students’ abilities in reading.


	· (3,4) Teaching phonemic awareness became more routine with time. Comprehension strategies are more natural to teach based on preparation in program.
· (3,1) Reading and writing strategies were not a focus in my classroom.

· (2,3) Be it the program’s fault or my own, I’m not sure, but I didn’t feel like, other than the briggs assessment,I had very many practiced skills to help assess and assist with reading.

	I felt prepared to effectively use instructional strategies to develop students’ abilities in writing.


	· (3,4) My skills at teaching writing developed as I integrated writing into many content areas.
· (4,3) The classroom I worked in was not set up in such a way that I could apply all I had learned about Writer’s Workshop in my MIT program.

· (4,4) Again, might be me more than the program and writing is just easier because you can see it.

	I felt prepared to effectively use instructional strategies to develop students’ abilities in critical thinking.


	· (4,3) I attempted to apply this regularly, but found some difficulty balancing my techniques for engaging students in critical thinking, and my techniques for ELL students.
· (4,4) I felt prepared to use appropriate questioning strategies and used Bloom’s taxonomy.

	I felt prepared to effectively use instructional strategies to develop students’ abilities in problem solving.


	· (4,4) I feel most confident in the area of math for this one
· (4,3) I felt somewhat constrained by the curriculum and brought problem solving in when I had discussions about literature and math.

· (3,2) I just didn’t use this or think about it much…this is something I’ll have to put into the hopper for next year.

	I felt prepared to diagnose reading difficulties and use research-based intervention strategies.


	· (3,3) My school had a leveled reading program and I only worked with grade level readers in the literacy block. I made adaptations in other content areas for students with reading difficulties, but I need more practical experience in using reading intervention strategies.
· (3,2) The research base in reading intervention strategies is different depending on the school district and whether schools receive title 1 funding.

· (3,2) Being the end of the year, most students were already diagnosed and interventions were in place.

· (3,3) I worked closely with students so I cold monitor reading, and talked to them about multiple strategies.

· (3,2) My school used ability grouped reading. I had ^ level for grade.

· (2,2) I didn’t feel like I knew much and consequently didn’t use much.

· (3,3) Felt prepared – Had I taken the language Arts content area instruction I would have been even more prepared.




	I felt prepared to use individual and group motivation for encouraging positive social interaction.


	· (3,4) Applied regularly with varying degrees of success
· (4,4) I taught this explicitly through dialogue with students.

	I felt prepared to use individual and group motivation for encouraging active engagement in learning.


	· (4,4) I talked to students individually about their work and enthusiastically taught literacy which provided group motivation.

	I felt prepared to use individual and group motivation for encouraging self-motivation.


	· (4,4) Consistency with providing students with feedback and always showing interest with enthusiasm motivated students to learn even more.
· (3,4) Preparedness depends on level of understanding of each student.

· (4,2) Effectiveness . Call on this one would be higher if it worked – cultural differences made this difficult.

	I felt prepared to use effective verbal communication for fostering active inquiry, collaboration, and supportive interactions in the classroom.


	· (4,3) Especially in my Language Arts class where we did peer review conferences.
· (4,4) Questioning strategies promoted active inquiry – always going back to students and asking them ‘why?’ instead of telling. Consistency in giving explicit directions and treating students with fairness and respect.

	I felt prepared to use effective non-verbal communication for fostering active inquiry, collaboration, and supportive interactions in the classroom.


	· (4,4) I sued clapping sequences that varied in order for students to focus. I also used kinesthetic movement for relaxation techniques, writing integration with math.
· (4, 2-3) Cultural differences made effectiveness questionable

· (2,1) don’t know what this means, really

· (2,1) This is a weak point with me, and I don’t recall ever learning about effective non-verbal communication

	I felt prepared to use effective media communication for fostering active inquiry, collaboration, and supportive interactions in the classroom.


	· (4,2) School had limited resources making use of media challenging.
· (3,3) I found an interactive website on the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics website

· (no score given) don’t know what this means, really

· (2,2) Not sure what this would mean…?


	I felt prepared to communicate effectively with my students’ parents, relatives, or guardians.


	· (3,2) This was difficult during my ESL student teaching due to language barriers.
· (4,1) The school provided me with little/no opportunity to do this and as a student teacher, discouraged from interacting with families because of recent public relations issues at the school (trusted administrator charged with a crime)

· (3,4) This included behavioral sheets home for two students on a daily basis.

· (3,4) Most family communication I learned through my ECE experience

· (2,3) I only say somewhat unprepared because this type of confidencd only comes with practice.

· (2,2) Culture too outside of my experience

· (4,4) I think life prepared me more than the program

· (3,3) Not until I had more significant experience with this real experience did I feel even the least bit prepared.

	I felt prepared to actively engage my students’ families in planning and implementing curriculum.


	· (3,2) This is something I plan to work on a great deal in my future teaching position
· (3,2) I sent home a homework sheet with letter re: community helpers. Parents helped their children to notice community helpers in their own community

· (2,2) Culture too outside of my experience

· (3,1) N/A in my context

	I felt prepared to use knowledge of subject content to plan and implement instruction.


	· (3,4) Some of the content I had to follow was what the master teacher had in place. Phonemic awareness was the most challenging to teach.
· (4,4) I’m not sure if the program prepared me, or if it was life and my own affection for the subject matter.

· (4, 3-4) Can always improve.

	I felt prepared to use knowledge of my students’ communities to content to plan and implement instruction.


	· (3,3) I feel like I have an excellent theory base for this but, again, need practical experience and time (i.e. my own classroom and connections made over time)
· (3,4) To be very proud re: knowledge of students’ communities would take more time. I learned much from my students by talking to them and giving writing prompts.

· (3,3) Had knowledge of the two communities I taught in – would need to develop knowledge in another place

· (1,1) Knew nothing of High School students in communities with little to no diversity

· (4,3) Again, can always improve

	I felt prepared to use knowledge of curriculum goals to plan and implement instruction.


	· (4,4) I studied curriculum goals and researched EALRs and GLEs, making additions when necessary.
· (3, no score given) Unusual circumstances – no set curriculum, I relied on EALRs and student interest

· (4,4) Totally prepared on this one…YEAH MIT!

	I felt prepared to reflect on my teaching and set goals for improving instruction and student learning.


	· (4,4) Most prepared after winter quarter 2007.
· (4,4) Everyday!

· (4,4) I did this on a daily basis. I monitored student progress/understanding while teaching and made adjustments. I used work as formative assessments to plan.

· (4,2) Not enough time!

	I felt prepared to use educational technology including the use of computers and other technologies in instruction.


	· (3,2) The overhead projector was the only technological tool I had access to in this placement.
· (4,4) During student teaching I integrated technology into math, reading, and writing instruction.

· (4,4) I <3 (love) document cameras!

· (4,2) Limited tech. resources at the school.

· (2,3) It was difficult to have first graders navigate to a webpage even with the help of fifth grade buddies. Computers were also used for A.R. reading tests.

· (4,4) Applied regularly and then some.

· (3,1) No tech available at site.

· (3,3) I had a stiff learning curve on this one.

· (3,3) School had limited access to computer


	I felt prepared to use educational technology including the use of computers and other technologies in assessment.


	· (1,1) I’ve never worked with a computer assessment program
· (3,1) Included technology in learning experiences and instruction, but did not have the resources available in my student teaching to fully use it for assessment purposes.

· (4,1) Limited tech. resources at the school

· (2,2) Formative assessment based on student response to a website.

· (3,4) This is a professional goal of mine.

· (4, 1 for computers, 4 for everything else) Not convenient to do so – computer lab vs. computers in classroom.

· (2, no score given) N/A at my site

· (?,?) Don’t get it

	I felt prepared to use educational technology including the use of computers and other technologies in professional productivity (eg. Electronic grade-books, websites for homework help, etc.)


	· (3,1)I feel confident that I could work on a website for my classroom. Electronic gradebooks are something I’m unfamiliar with.
· (4,4) During student teaching maintained classroom website and electronic grading system.

· (2,1) The classroom teacher kept records on paper not on the computer.

· (1,4) Does this include online gradebooks? Oh. This is something that I don’t think MIT could train me in – schools use different programs. I picked up on this quickly.

· (2, no score given) N/A at my site

· (4,4) Maybe life prepared me for this as well…

	I felt prepared to participate effectively in group decision-making.


	· (4,4) I felt very comfortable attending all meetings with staff and grade band. I was prepared to work with mentor teacher re: decisions regarding curriculum and students.
· (4,2) Tried. Not much success so far.

· (2,1) Culture differences made this difficult due to dissimilar communication styles.


General Comments:

-     Note: Most of these are not marked ‘very prepared’ because until I practice in the classroom I never feel totally prepared.
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