INTRODUCTION TO SPECIAL EDUCATION

SUMMER, 2003

FACULTY:  Sherry Walton

OFFICE: SEM 4172

PHONE:  867-6753

EMAIL:  waltonsl@evergreen.edu
This program will provide an overview of the history of special education, legislation affecting special needs students and their teachers, general considerations for working with students with disabilities, characteristics of disabilities, and responsibilities of educators.  The class is intended for pre-service teachers, practicing teachers who may wish an endorsement in special education, and any individuals interested in learning more about people with disabilities, their needs, and their rights.

Class Times: Mondays and Wednesdays, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., June 23 – August 1.

Room:  LIB 4300

Texts:

Required:   

· Vaughn, Sharon. (2003). Teaching Exceptional, Diverse, and At-Risk Students. Allyn and Bacon. ISBN: 0-205-34271-K.  
· Lee, Christopher. (1992). Faking It. Heinemann. ISBN: 0-86709-296-3. 

Participants choose ONE of the following: 

· Lane, Harlan. The Mask of Benevolence: Disabling the Deaf Community.  Dawn Sign Press.  ISBN: 1581210094. 

·  Willey, Liane Holliday. Pretending to Be Normal: Living with Asperger's Syndrome. Jessica King Pub. ISBN: 1853027499.

General Outline

WEEK ONE

Monday, June 23 

· Introductions and Course Overview

· Simulations/Assessing Campus Access

· Organizing for small group projects

Wednesday, June 25

· An Introduction to IDEA, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and ADA
· Small Group Work-time
WEEK TWO

Monday, June 30 
· Seminar:  Faking It
· A History of Special Education

Wednesday, July 2

· Learning Disabilities: Definitions, Characteristics, Identification, Prevalence, Guidelines

WEEK THREE

Monday, July 7

· Seminar: The Mask of Benevolence: Disabling the Deaf Community

· Hearing Loss:  Definitions, Characteristics, Identification, Prevalence, Guidelines

Wednesday, July 9

· Visual Loss:  Definitions, Characteristics, Identification, Prevalence, Guidelines

· Health and Physical Disabilities: Definitions, Characteristics, Identification, Prevalence, Guidelines

WEEK FOUR

Monday, July 14 

· Seminar: Pretending to Be Normal: Living with Asperger's Syndrome
· Emotional and Behavioral Disorders: Definitions, Characteristics, Identification, Prevalence, Guidelines

Wednesday, July 16

· Developmental Delay: Definitions, Characteristics, Identification, Prevalence, Guidelines

· Communication Disabilities: Definitions, Characteristics, Identification, Prevalence, Guidelines

WEEK FIVE

Monday, July 21 

· Seminar:  TBA

· Accommodating for At Risk Students

Wednesday, July 23

· TBA
To receive credit in this program, participants are expected to:

· Attend and participate in classes and workshops
· Complete an individual or small group project about one area of disability
· Demonstrate an understanding of program content
