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Department of Linguistics

MAKE WAVES. Bond Hall 418 - MS 9190
516 High Street, Bellingham, Washington 98225
(360) 650-3217
https://chss.wwu.edu/linguistics

November 13, 2024
Dear Graduate Admissions Committee,

| am writing to recommend Nick Walker very enthusiastically for admission into the
Masters in Teaching program at Evergreen. Nick was a student in my course Linguistics,
Education, and Social Justice (LING 370) in the spring of 2024, and | also served as one of
his academic advisors for the Linguistics major here at WWU.

Nick's passion for language and for learning and for learning about language is immense.
His contributions in our discussion-based class were always extremely thoughtful; his
assignments were thorough (and in fact in reviewing his course grades and assignments,
he had 100%)!); and his gentle guidance in collaborative projects was a keen example of a
(future) teacher at work. Nick's deep engagement with every reading, discussion, and
collaborative project was evident. This particular course content, on linguistics, education,
and social justice, focused not on linguistics and language study in the educational system
but also on the role of linguistics and knowledge about language in the broader public
realm. When Nick told me during the course of the class about his long-standing desire to
be a teacher, | was so glad to know that he would be about to build on what he knows
about language and identity and keep learning more to help make a difference in the
world.

Nick has a deeply held commitment to justice and inclusion, and he is eager to bring his
knowledge of linguistic and social justice to young students. It's been exciting to see
Nick's goals solidify over this year, and | am so glad that he’s planning to pursue high
school teaching. He will be a dedicated and committed graduate student and a fantastic
teacher. | recommend him wholeheartedly and without any reservation.

Sincerely,

Krictin Denham

Kristin Denham
Professor of Linguistics
Chair, Department of Linguistics

Active Minds Changing Lives



