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To Whom It May Concern:

I have had the privilege of knowing John Kaufman for many years now. I first met him when he entered
my freshman English class. I was fortunate enough to have him as a student the following year in my
sophomore English class as well. Let me share with you the ways in which John has walked the path of a
teacher long before seeking admittance to your program.

John has always been a thoughtful English student. During his sophomore year we were in the process of
a curriculum adoption. He was in my 1st period class and was an integral part of our final adoption
decision. This class was able to test and assess two curricula (Springboard and Pearson My Perspectives).
His evenhandedness when approaching pros and cons after two three week units, was fair and astute. I
invited the head of Teaching and Learning from the district office to participate in a final discussion
regarding both curricula. John was able to express with clarity his preferences and couched them in the
academic domain. For example, it was his acknowledgement of the need to interact with the text, have the
ability to annotate, and engage with readings which supported our final choice. We still use this
curriculum at Olympia High School today. He is a part of a legacy.

As an upperclassmen he then became my TA. This was an interesting situation because I was not only
working with English students but English language learners as well. John was able to communicate key
understandings. For example, helped students build knowledge and understanding of The Great Gatsby.
He actively engaged with students and went the extra mile to lead lessons with the support of a substitute
teacher in my absence. Due to his diligence in familiarizing himself with the material, he became an
invaluable asset.

After his time at Olympia High School, he continued to lead and to mentor. He has been working with
disabled youth for the past 2.5 years as a caregiver and also as an academic tutor. His mentorship and
guidance has been not only social but also academic, opening doors for these children. His dedication to
his community is boundless, and his connection with youth is stellar.

Overall, John is a natural teacher. He steps into the role understanding the importance of guiding and
instructing in such a way as to permit the student to be the lead. He has a nuanced approach where he
helps the student in self discovery of their own knowledge and skills, empowering them to be the driving
force of their own education. In this way, he helps to build lifelong learners who have the skills to
continue to grow regardless of the instructor or content. You need John in your program, and we need him
in the classroom.

Most Sincerely,

Chelsea Peterson




