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October 11, 2024

Masters in Teaching Program
The Evergreen State College
2700 Evergreen Parkway NW
Olympia, WA 98505

Dear Graduate Admissions Staff,

It is a pleasure to write this letter with the highest support for Carla Haddad’s application to
the Evergreen State College’s Masters in Teaching Program. I met Carla in winter of 2024, when she
took the program “Translenguadxs: Latinx Poetry and Translingual Practices,” which I taught as
faculty member at Evergreen. Carla came to that program with a clear goal of laying academic
foundations for applying to Evergreen’s MiT program and eventually becoming a teacher. Carla is
particularly interested in supporting multilingual and Latinx students, and showed exceptional skills
and talents for doing so, including advanced bilingual abilities in English and Spanish, a passion for
linguistic justice, and well-developed skills for working with diverse communities. This year I have
Carla again as a student in the program “The Spanish-Speaking World,” where Carla continues to
show strong leadership skills and high academic and ethical standards while refining advanced
Spanish language skills and strengthening skills in writing and literary analysis. Carla has also shown
leadership outside of the classroom, and has contributed in important ways to advancing racial and
linguistic justice at Evergreen through involvement as a Spanish/English writing tutor at the Writing
Center, as a member of the student group Familia, and as community liaison for the Cooper Point
Journal. In all of these roles, Carla has shown deep investment in the wellbeing of the community
and a particular interest in supporting historically marginalized communities. Carla’s humor,
sensitivity to differences, bilingual skills, and extensive experience with youth make her a
particularly good fit for the MiT Program at Evergreen, with its focus on Multilingual Education.
Carla shows exceptional promise as a future teacher, and I wholeheartedly recommend her to the
Masters in Teaching program.

From the very first days of the program “Translenguadxs,” Carla showed advanced leadership
abilities, a willingness to try new experiences, and talents for working with diverse communities.
“Translenguadxs” was a full-time one-quarter program that combined creative writing with the study
of contemporary Latinx poetry and an analysis of how the concept and practice of translanguaging
can support multilingual students and communities. Carla was quick to understand this concept and
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put it into practice in both analysis papers and creative texts that showed Carla’s poetic talents and a
sharp understanding of how translanguaging can lead to greater linguistic justice both in the
classroom and in the contemporary literary world. Having come to our program with previous
knowledge of Latinx communities, Carla enriched our program with perceptive observations of the
histories, contexts, and texts we were reading while showing excellent facilitation skills in seminar
and sharp critical abilities. Carla also played an important role supporting fellow students, naming
complex dynamics within the group, calling people in with firm and gentle invitations that fostered
collective and individual growth. Carla’s previous experience with students with disabilities and
students of color was particularly fruitful in providing frameworks that fostered an inclusive
classroom environment while highlighting the impacts of uneven power dynamics on minoritized
individuals and communities. Carla’s strengths as a future teacher were especially evident during her
craft essay and mini-lesson, which focused on how translingual practices can help combat the
devaluing of racialized languages and vernaculars, reclaiming Black and Indigenous modes of
expression in a broader struggle for linguistic justice.

Carla’s strong work ethic, critical talents, multilingual abilities, and teaching talents continue
to shine brightly this quarter (fall 2024). This quarter Carla is taking “The Spanish-Speaking World,”
a fast-paced 16-credit program that combines intensive study of Spanish language with the study of
the culture, history, and politics of Latin America. As part of the Advanced Spanish class, Carla is
reading all texts in their original Spanish and writing the majority of assignments in Spanish. Carla
also continues to pose key critical questions that invite others to think about how the histories we are
studying play a role both in the texts we are reading and in our learning community. Through work
in this program, Carla continues to expand her linguistic skills and capacities for working with
Spanish-speaking communities, a role that she already plays as a writing tutor at Evergreen.
Although the College had previously implemented a pilot program for offering writing tutoring in
both English and Spanish, this is the first year that the program is being consistently implemented,
with Carla as a key participant in providing tutoring services to multilingual students at Evergreen.
Carla’s bilingual skills, writing talents in both creative and analytical writing, supportive demeanor,
and knowledge of translanguaging make her an ideal candidate for this position. She is also playing
an important role in creating supportive spaces for Latinx students at Evergreen through the student
group Familia, and is involved in supporting community connections for the Cooper Point Journal.
Carla’s experience as a substitute teacher in K-12 schools, in both TX and WA, and as a camp
counselor and caregiver for youth and adults with developmental disabilities have allowed her to
develop additional knowledge and skills to work with diverse communities and students from a
broad range of backgrounds, abilities, and experiences.

Carla is clearly passionate about teaching, and about developing teaching practices that

support the broader work of justice in the world. With her humor, wit, critical questions, and
understanding of the impact of power dynamics on diverse communities, Carla enlivens every class I
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have had her in, and invites us to show up at our best. She will make a fantastic teacher, and would
contribute important knowledge and talents to the MiT program at Evergreen. Carla is very well
prepared to enter a Masters in Teaching program and has particularly well-developed skills for
working with multilingual learners and students from historically marginalized communities. I
cannot think of a better candidate for the MiT program at Evergreen, and I strongly recommend her
for the program. It would be a gift for Evergreen to have Carla continue at Evergreen as part of our
learning community. She is an excellent candidate and I recommend her wholeheartedly for the
program. If you have any further questions about Carla, feel free to reach me at
ocampoc@evergreen.edu or at my cell phone, (412) 378-1937.

Sincerely,

Catalina Ocampo Londofio

Member of the Faculty

Creative Writing, Spanish Language, and Latin American Studies

Co-Convener: Latinx Studies, Latin American Studies, and ML
Education Path of Study (El Camino)

Mailstop: SEM2 A2117
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