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Bradley Proctor, PhD | Com Building 305 | (360)-867-6143 | proctorb@evergreen.edu 

The Evergreen State College | 2700 Evergreen Parkway NW | Olympia, Washington 98505 | evergreen.edu 

April 12, 2025 
 
 
Dear graduate admissions committee, 
 
 I write to recommend Tiernan Colson for admission to the Masters in Teaching program at the 
Evergreen State College. I first taught Tiernan in the fall of 2023 in the program America to 2025: 
History and Expressive Culture, co-taught with Dr. Sean Williams. Tiernan then took the Fall 2024 
program Forward/Freedom/Formation, an interdisciplinary program in U.S. history, literature, and 
cultural studies, co-taught by Prof. Kris Coffey, and has continued with us into winter and spring in 
the program Writing the South. Tiernan’s work in all three programs has been good. He is an 
enthusiastic student with a strong interest in being a social studies teacher, driven by a passion for 
history. 
 
 Tiernan has been successful in multiple components of the programs he has taken. He is a 
frequent contributor to both large and small group conversations, demonstrating great engagement as 
a constructive participant in class. His enthusiasm brings a positive presence to the classroom.  
Tiernan is also eager to talk about history outside of class. His engagement and enthusiasm strongly 
suggest his potential as a social studies teacher. 
 

Tiernan’s written work is good, although in both writing and speaking Tiernan has a tendency 
to overly complicate his words. Tiernan’s completed assignments have provided demonstration of 
both comprehension and analysis of program themes and topics. In America to 2025 last year, 
Tiernan completed several very successful papers, projects, and presentations. His essay exploring 
temperance movements and prohibition showed particular initiative. In Forward/Freedom/Formation, 
Tiernan’s main essay did a good job exploring the political economy of the Civil War era. His 
evident enthusiasm and engagement with nineteenth-century American history have been essential 
parts of his academic success.  
 
 Tiernan’s keen interest in history and evident enthusiasm will almost certainly make him a 
successful social studies teacher. I have no doubts that he will be a strong student in the MiT 
program. Please feel free to reach out with any questions about his candidacy or for further 
information. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bradley Proctor, PhD 
Member of the Faculty (Associate Professor), U.S. History 
The Evergreen State College 
 
 
 


