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April 13th, 2025

To:

The Evergreen State College
Masters in Teaching program
Evans hall 1200

2700 Evergreen Parkway NW
Olympia, Washington 98505

To whom it may concern,

It is with great pleasure that I have this opportunity to recommend Micaela Byington for your
Masters in Teaching program. This past school year, [ have worked with Ms. Byington as her direct
supervisor in her role as our English language arts, ELA, department paraeducator here at Nisqually
middle school. My position is both the ELA department lead teacher and I also run our reading
intervention program. Ms. Byington’s role is to not only support our students in our intervention
class but also in their core, general education classes.

Ms. Byington has taken on a tremendous role in helping provide support to our students and has
truly excelled in this position. Working with our staff, Ms. Byington has consistently demonstrated
adaptability and initiative, seamlessly stepping into a variety of roles and taking on diverse
responsibilities as needed by both staff and students. In her position, she provides support for
students in over 11 different classes, varying not only by grade level but also by content area. Some
of these responsibilities have included supporting 8th graders breaking down informational texts in
a science class, providing small group instruction to 6th graders working through the writing
process, conducting fluency checks every Friday to monitor our students oral fluency and more. Our
school has a large population of multi language learners, particularly Spanish speaking students. As
a bilingual educator, Ms. Byington has been a real asset supporting such students in the general
education setting, helping them better access the lessons, build on the skills in focus and achieve
success. Ms. Byington’s work with students reflects a deep commitment to fostering growth and
well-being, always meeting needs with compassion and professionalism. [ have witnessed many
breakthrough moments from students as they worked alongside Ms. Byington.

Ms. Byington'’s consistent efforts and dedication to student success has been a steady and invaluable
presence in our community. [ am grateful such a passionate, dedicated educator is seeking such an
opportunity to continue her path in education through this program. I have every confidence that
Ms. Byington will make an exceptional addition to your program and the teaching profession. Please
don’t hesitate to reach out if I can provide any further insight into their qualifications.

Sincerely,

Christina Tollefson

ELA department lead teacher
Reading intervention program
Nisqually Middle School

(360) 250-6499



