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October 19, 2023

Please accept this letter as recommendation for Lee Anne Velez into The
Evergreen State College graduate program.

My name is Tina Pinto-Ellis and | work as a K-8 teacher for North Thurston Public
Schools. In 2013, Lee Anne and | piloted one of 2 new kindergarten classrooms for
the district - Highly Supported Kindergarten (HSK). The original vision for the
program was to give HSK students one more year of development and additional
support before making a placement decision into a Lifeskills, SCALs (Autism), EBD
or gen ed classes. Since then, Lee Anne and | have worked together to shape the
district’s HSK program into the model used today and the program has expanded
to include HSK classrooms at nearly every elementary in the district.

In the time we've been together, I've watched Lee Anne grow from a highly skilled
paraeducator into a highly skilled teacher. She is thoughtful, reflective, inquisitive,
and confident in her abilities. She understands the importance of building
relationships with students, setting firm boundaries, student voice in their choices
and has an impressive set of classroom management skills. As an education
professional, I've watched her advocate for students of color, lead our district in
its equity work and advocate and support fellow paraeducators as their union
president.

Over the years, Lee Anne has collaborated with our grade-level team extensively
and she often steps up to lead projects for all our kindergarten classes. In
addition, Lee Anne has her emergency certification and routinely steps in to work
as a substitute teacher for me and other teachers in our building.

Lee Anne is ready to begin this next journey. She’s ready to lead a classroom of
her own. I’'m immensely proud of the work we’ve done together in our HSK
classroom, and | can’t recommend her enough for this program.

Thank you for your time,
Tina



