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William B. Parsons, Jr.
Associate Dean of Undergraduate Curricular Affairs, Duke Kunshan University 
Associate Professor of the Practice, Political Science, Duke University
Email: wbp6@duke.edu
Phone: 919-636-1492

9/15/2023

I write in strong support of Samantha Trudeau’s application to your teacher education 
program.  I know Sammi very well.  She was my strongest student during my last 3 years 
at Carroll College, during which time she worked as my research assistant, wrote an 
honors thesis under my direction, and served as the babysitter for my toddler.  I thought
enough of her to agree to supervise her honors thesis even after I had left Carroll 
College for my current position.

Sammi has intellectual abilities in the top 15% of all students I have taught during my 
career, including at Duke University.  Moreover, she is stalwart and direct, capable of 
leading children and guiding them to a love of learning.  I am extremely confident that 
her ability and character will allow her to thrive in your program and as a teacher. She is 
thoughtful, responsible, and caring—in addition to being very sharp.

I recommend her candidacy without reservation. Do not hesitate to contact me with any
questions.

Sincerely,

William B Parsons Jr.

Associate Dean of Undergraduate Curricular Affairs, Duke Kunshan University 
Associate Professor of the Practice, Political Science, Duke University
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