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October 28, 2023

To the Master In Teaching Admissions Committee:

It is with great pleasure I write to recommend Cecilio Tamayo for the Master in Teaching
Program. I first met Cecilio in the Fall of 2020 when he registered for a program I taught called
“Critical Witnessing: Reproduction at the Intersections of Gender, Race, and Power”. He has
taken two other programs with me since then and I have been lucky enough to witness his
growth from an already strong foundation of critical thinking and collaborative skills to a leader
in seminar and one of the most skilled writers I’ve taught. It would be an understatement to say
that he is one of the most motivated, determined, and thoughtful students I have ever had the
pleasure of teaching. His eagerness to learn, critical thinking skills, and commitments to
community-building positions him to be an outstanding candidate for the Master In Teaching
Program.

The learning communities Cecilio has been a part of have learned an enormous amount
from Cecilio’s contributions. For one of his culminating projects, Cecilio wrote a compelling
autoethnography analyzing the impacts of heteronormativity on high school sexual education
curriculum, which I have often used as an example for students of how to integrate
autobiographical data with theory. He has a quiet intelligence when working with other students
and is an astute listener.

It has been clear in my interactions with Cecilio throughout the years that he is a
determined student with immense capacity for learning. He stands out as a student who was
deeply concerned with issues of individual and collective well-being, and extremely
knowledgeable about how individuals can make a larger change in society. I am thrilled to
support Cecilio’s application to the Master In Teaching Program. I have no doubt that he has the
skills and focus to take on new challenges, grow in his practice, and continue the impactful work
he has already started at Evergreen. I enthusiastically recommend him for this program.

Sincerely,

O

Arita Balaram

Member of the Faculty in Psychology
Evergreen State College
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