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College of Arts and Sciences

Department of History of Art
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY Department of Comparative Studies
Pomerene Hall

1760 Neil Ave Building 067
Columbus, OH 43210

October 1, 2023

Graduate Admissions
The Evergreen State College
Olympia, Washington

To Whom It May Concern:

It is with great enthusiasm that | write this letter of support for Kolby Rowland’s application for the Master in
Teaching at Evergreen State College. | first met Kolby in 2015 when he enrolled in my first class as
Assistant Professor at the San Francisco Art Institute (SFAI). During my time at SFAI, | taught courses in
the History and Theory of Contemporary Art that focused on critical theory with an emphasis on post-1945
aesthetics and politics, social movement histories, and theories of performance. Kolby immediately left an
impression on me, and | can say with full confidence that his creatie acumen and collegial comportment will
compliment Evergreen’s reputation as a space of egalitarian and collective teaching and learning.

As an artist, Kolby’s work was undoubtedly reflective of his creative ingenuity. His work at that time was at
the intersection of film, video art, and installation. Kolby was adept at turning complex social, political, and
environmental issues into accessible forms of engagement. He turned to popular cultural references rooted
in his own upbringing as a way to transform the visual as a site for connection and engagement. | am taken
by how Kolby’s artwork is illustrative of his personhood. He always presents his work as something he can
do to give back — to his family, friends, communities, and the histories and peoples that came before him.
This is exactly the kind of spirit that | believe would make him an extraordinary teacher and | believe he
would make a tremendous impact on the next generation of artists.

Crucial to any academic and artistic ethos is a sense of a generous intellectual community. Kolby would
undoubtedly help facilitate and participate in the spirit of generosity, collaboration, and rigor already
embedded in the culture of your program. Upon several occasions, Kolby has extended his lucid insight and
intellectual generosity to her colleagues, and broader university community. | have seen Kolby challenge his
colleagues with kindness, inviting them to think critically about their subject positions while also offering
vulnerable investigations of his own subjectivity. Kolby has an expansive and creative approach to
transforming the learning environment into an open space of dialogue. He demonstrated this to me in a
seminar with his peers—one of the most challenging audiences for such a task—and I can imagine that he
would seamlessly provide spaces like this to his students.

With all this in mind, I highly recommend Kolby Rowland for your program. Please feel free to email me with
any further questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

fr—

Sampada Aranke

Associate Professor

History of Art and Comparative Studies
Associate Director, Center for Ethnic Studies
The Ohio State University
aranke.2@osu.edu




