
CREDENTIALS CONFERRED:
Bachelor of Arts Awarded 14 Jun 2024

EVERGREEN UNDERGRADUATE CREDIT:
Start End Credits Title

09/2020 12/2020 4 Algebraic Thinking
4 - Algebraic Thinking

09/2020 12/2020 4 Creative Writing: The Personal Essay, When You Got Something to
Say
4 - Creative Writing: Personal Essay

09/2020 12/2020 4 Writing as Craft
4 - Rhetoric and Composition

09/2020 12/2020 2 Climate Academy: Justice and Resilience
2 - Climate Change Studies: Justice and Resilience

01/2021 03/2021 4 Creative Writing: Indigenous Speculative Fiction
2 - Literature: Indigenous Speculative Fiction
2 - Creative Writing

01/2021 03/2021 4 Precalculus I
4 - Concepts of Precalculus I

01/2021 03/2021 4 Reimagining Community Safety
4 - Interdisciplinary Community Studies

03/2021 06/2021 8 Culture, Community, and Cosmos
2 - Writing and Research
2 - Service Learning
2 - Native American and Indigenous Studies
2 - Environmental Humanities

03/2021 06/2021 4 Creative Writing: Identity and Imagination
2 - Literature
2 - Creative Writing

09/2021 03/2022 28 Word Play: Literature, Creative Writing, and Poetics of Catastrophe
6 - Ancient Greek Literature
4 - Classics of World Literature
6 - Contemporary Experimental Literature
12 - Creative and Critical Composition

09/2021 12/2021 4 Creative Writing: "Savage Conversations"
2 - Literature: Indigenous Poetics
2 - Creative Writing

09/2021 12/2021 2 Greener Foundations
2 - Foundations of College Success

01/2022 03/2022 6 Creative Writing: Outside Ourselves, Open Letters
6 - Creative Writing
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EVERGREEN UNDERGRADUATE CREDIT:
Start End Credits Title

03/2022 06/2022 16 American Popular Music: A People's History
4 - US History since 1865
8 - History of American Popular Music
4 - American Cultural Politics

09/2022 03/2023 32 Borders, Walls and Refugees in the Age of Climate Change
8 - International Politics
8 - Border Studies
8 - Refugee and Migration Studies
8 - Immigration and Asylum Policy

04/2023 06/2023 16 Children, Curriculum, and the Clinical View: Childhood Development
and Psychopathology in the Education System
4 - Childhood Developmental Psychology
4 - Behavioral Disorders of Childhood
4 - Child Centered Interventions
4 - Elementary Education in the Public School System

09/2023 03/2024 32 Thinking in Indian: Democracy, Civic Engagement, and Resistance
4 - Native American Studies (River of Culture History)
4 - Reclaiming Indigenous Art
4 - Environmental Stewardship (Outdoor Sit Spot Lab)
4 - Writing (Research/Independent Projects, Poetry, Stokley Towles?
Writing Lab)
4 - Indigenous Studies - Tribes in Washington State
4 - Job Shadowing - Para Educator at Garfield Elementary
4 - Political Science - Seminar "What's Happening?
4 - Independent Projects (Research/Presentation on the Constitution/
Jonathan Rodriguez)

04/2024 06/2024 12 Master in Teaching: Spring 2024
2 - Learning Theory
2 - Social Foundations of Learning
2 - Assessment Practices for K-12
1 - Classroom Management
2 - Differentiated Instruction
3 - Professional Practices

Cumulative
186 Total Undergraduate Credits Earned
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Granting and offering others in need for help motivates me to become a better person. I find myself reflecting upon
transitioning towards into the world of adulthood, I find myself concerned with my own future and where I can go
from there. I am scared of being lost, like a lot of other people around this age, of fitting into human society, I feel
like I could be pushing the bubble of my own limits and fears and eventually doing something good for the world. My
purpose for coming to Evergreen is to create connections with people and learn how to become the best educator
there could ever be. The concern with that is how I feel inadequate of this doubt within me that this will lead to
disappointment in my own potential as a person, and leaving myself more than to be desired, I want to succeed in
life and go for my dreams, but also I have to understand that I have options. My classes with my English teachers
have been amazing. I really love talking about and reading literature as a whole. I love talking about how wonderful
the world of writing is, but also feel some disconnect within myself that I truly don’t understand what it means to be
a teacher. I feel as if my passion for writing has somewhat lost within me, sometimes I feel like my writing is worse
than my fellow peers in some way, I struggle on how I can improve on my writing, even when there isn’t anything
fundamentally wrong with my writings. The whole sentiment of “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it” applies to this idea. I’d
love to eventually get myself more involved in the world of education and making connections to fellow teachers,
but as of now I’m more happy than to just make friends on campus. I feel like I have accomplished something by
myself that benefits others.

Word Play has been an absolute adventure of learning to adjust being back in person and being able to
physically be around others, despite some limitations, I feel like this class is perfect for me to finally get back into in
person learning, in addition to online learning which was a much smoother transition than last year. I really do feel
more connected with my fellow peers overall, and gotten the chance to hang out with some of them during
Halloween. The workload has also been a lot more manageable in my opinion, I feel a lot more free to do what I
want to do in comparison to last year, where I felt a lot more lost.

Greener Foundations on the other hand feels reflective of this “lost” sentiment, I feel like the class is trying its’
hardest to confuse you in the worst way possible, it’s really weird how they try to shove these counter intuitive self
care practices that just feel really intrusive and quite stressful to do cause it’s considered “post class homework”
and the class just doesn’t do anything insightful for me, it just feels like a huge waste of everyone’s time and I don’t
want to pay 100 dollars out of pocket to get out of the class, it’s frustrating. I wish we didn't get buried with so many
unnecessary assignments

My Creative Writing class with Dawn continues to be super fun and exciting to be a part of her course again, she
still continues to be one of my most favorite professors ever, and she’s super chill about everything, which is great
cause I really like being not stressed out about life, and the assignments she gives out are pretty easy to manage.
And the readings she does give out are pretty fun, and I’m glad she allows her students to be as honest as
possible.

Overall my 2nd year so far in this institution has been nothing but a pure blast, I'm having so much fun meeting new
people and discovering the great things the campus offers in person.

I also have obtained a new job, which has added more in me connecting myself in the physical environment of this
campus, I get the chance to learn about the past of the older buildings around the campus and understand the
people around it.

The history of popular music class in my 2022 Spring Quarter was a very eye opening experience, I learned a lot
about how popular music has changed throughout history and how it coincides with American History and its' roots
in racism against POC.

In my time with RAD, I have learned a lot about developing my work ethic, I have met many amazing people along
my way in my journey as a student. I have been taking a course on Borders, Walls, and Climate Change for my
2022-2023 school year for my fall and winter quarters respectively. Steve Niva is a wonderful professor and he
helped me out a lot with my work and writing ethic, as I now feel a lot more comfortable writing more professional
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pieces of writing. In my spring quarter I'm taking a course on Child Psychology in School Education systems, this
class is a lot less tense, but it's going to help me out in the long run in me developing myself as a teacher.

In my final senior year of my 2023-2024 school year, I have went through many hoops and boundaries to be where
I am at now. My current Masters in Teaching Program has been a very eye opening experience, as I have also
been working as a work study paraeducator at Garfield Elementary, I look forward to my future as I look beyond the
horizon to become a future educator, and have the chance to take control of my destiny of my own goal of being a
teacher. It has been a amazing journey being able to connect with educators, teachers, and staff at these different
schools, I am blessed to be part of this great institution.
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April 2024 - June 2024: Master in Teaching: Spring 2024
12 Credits

DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Catherine Peterson, MAT, Daelyn Bailey, Ph.D., Sarah Grant, Ma-EdL

Teacher candidates were evaluated using the following standards:

InTASC Standards

Standard #1: Learner Development: The teacher understands how learners grow and develop,
recognizing that patterns of learning and development vary individually within and across the cognitive,
linguistic, social, emotional, and physical areas, and designs and implements developmentally
appropriate and challenging learning experiences.

Standard #2: Learning Differences: The teacher uses understanding of individual differences and diverse
cultures and communities to ensure inclusive learning environments that enable each learner to meet
high standards.

Standard #3: Learning Environments: The teacher works with others to create environments that support
individual and collaborative learning, and that encourage positive social interaction, active engagement in
learning, and self motivation.

Standard #6: Assessment: The teacher understands and uses multiple methods of assessment to
engage learners in their own growth, to monitor learner progress, and to guide the teacher’s and
learner’s decision making.

Standard #7: Planning for Instruction: The teacher plans instruction that supports every student in
meeting rigorous learning goals by drawing upon knowledge of content areas, curriculum, cross-
disciplinary skills, and pedagogy, as well as knowledge of learners and the community context.

Standard #8: Instructional Strategies: The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional
strategies to encourage learners to develop deep understanding of content areas and their connections,
and to build skills to apply knowledge in meaningful ways.

Standard #9: Professional Learning and Ethical Practice: The teacher engages in ongoing professional
learning and uses evidence to continually evaluate his/her practice, particularly the effects of his/her
choices and actions on others (learners, families, other professionals, and the community), and adapts
practice to meet the needs of each learner.

Standard #10: Leadership and Collaboration: The teacher seeks appropriate leadership roles and
opportunities to take responsibility for student learning, to collaborate with learners, families, colleagues,
other school professionals, and community members to ensure learner growth, and to advance the
profession.

Teacher candidates engaged in the following strands. Evidence used for their evaluation is described
within each strand.

Learning About Learning:

This strand focused on InTASC Standard 1. This course of study introduced students to major learning
theories of the 20th century and explored learning theories emerging in the 21st Century grounded in
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equity and cultural sustaining understandings of learning and growth. Learner progress was supported
and documented through in-depth readings of contemporary research and historical texts, in class and
online reflections and discussions, student research and presentations, and a final summative project
researching and presenting the practical applications and philosophical basis and use of learning theory
in contemporary PK-12 educational practices.

Equitable Assessment Practices:

This strand focused on InTASC Standard 6 and introduced students to pre-assessment, formative
assessment, summative assessment, and equitable grading practices. Through reading, discussion, co-
planning, and practice, students learned to design lessons and assessments that align with content
standards to improve learning. They read texts on grading and assessment and then used weekly
learning logs to summarize new knowledge and connect it to prior learning and experiences. Additionally,
students demonstrated their understanding of assessment alignment with state or national standards
through a mid-quarter Learning Targets Project and a final Teaching Triad performance assessment.

Inclusive and Differentiated Instruction:

This strand focuses on InTASC Standard 2; learner differences. Teacher candidates develop beliefs and
instructional practices that honors all students’ inherent value and assets and takes a strength based
approach to differentiating for all learners. Teacher candidates explore brain science and group work
research that demonstrates different strategies and ways of organizing instruction to support all learners.
Teacher candidates also explore the laws and practices around IEPs and 504s.

Contexts of Learning:

This strand focused on InTASC Standards 9 and 10. This course of study engaged students in an in-
depth exploration of the philosophical, historical, political and social context of schooling in the U.S.
These topics were explored in-depth through class lectures and framing, readings, class discussions,
online reflection and postings, and summative graduate level research and writing. Teacher candidates
were encouraged to reflect on and understand their positionality, point of view, and ethical stance and
responsibility as members of educational organizations and communities.

Culturally Responsive Classroom Environments:

This strand focused on InTASC Standard 3 and CCDEI standard 1. Students were introduced to K-12
classroom management and culturally responsive practices. Our learning was focused on understanding
how to listen, lead, and teach for equity in the face of implicit bias. Teacher candidates examined their
socio-cultural identities, exploring implicit biases and their impact on interactions. Students read and
reflected on building, developing, and maintaining relationships and classroom community through
student voice and restorative practices. Assessments included reflections and readings on socio-cultural
identity, classroom community, routines, equity, and restorative practices. Their core assignment was an
I am poem exploring and communicating their identities.

Professional Practice: Seminar, Professional Development, & Mediated Field Experience

Teacher candidates participated in three different strands focused on InTASC Standards 9 & 10 that
helped them develop strengths in our five dispositions and explore different ways of knowing. Through
self-reflection, seminar discussions, and K-12 classroom observations, teacher candidates developed
skills that helped them see all of the learning from spring quarter in action. Using evidence from the other
course work and their self-reflections, students shared their Professional Portfolio as their final
assessment defending their strengths and areas of growth around the dispositions. Students also
demonstrated that they had the tools, philosophy and strong plan to enter student teaching in the fall.
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EVALUATION:
Written by: Catherine Peterson, MAT, Daelyn Bailey, Ph.D., Sarah Grant, Ma-EdL

Standard 1: Learner Development

Liam actively engaged with the course materials, concepts and ideas. They engaged in discussion and
dialogue and developed greater capacities across the quarter to express their point of view and the
impacts of these points of view on learning and growth in themselves, their peers and in school learning
contexts. The depth of Liam’s investigation and critical thinking grew over the quarter, as did their skills
and capacity for presenting ideas verbally and in writing. They contributed meaningfully to in class and
online discussions, sharing insights and thoughtful responses to their peers’ ideas and points of view.
Liam showed a sincere interest in their work for this course and brought those dispositions to the class
weekly. Finally, Liam’s research, presentations and final project demonstrated depth of understanding of
course content and were creatively crafted, clear and accessible to all who read and heard them.

Standard 2: Learning Differences

Liam demonstrated growth and adequate learning towards this standard as evidenced by their
engagement in reading logs and reflections, the “Inclusive and Differentiated Toolkit”, the groupwork
readings and through classroom activities and discussions. They recognized that all learners bring their
own cultural assets to the table and that when starting with students’ strengths and building upon prior
knowledge, all students can meet rigorous outcomes. Through development of the “Inclusive and
Differentiated Toolkit” they developed a repertoire of evidenced based strategies pulled from readings
and teacher demonstrations to draw upon in student teaching. Through accurate reading reflections and
discussions, they also explored structures and systems for multi-tiered systems of support, special
education and students with 504s.

Liam demonstrated accomplished work in the Groupwork section of this strand. The chapter summaries
represented a clear understanding of the main ideas of the text and the reflections identified key insights
and important questions.

Standard 3: Learning Environments

Liam exhibited growth and a commitment to self-reflection on implicit biases, contributing to the
establishment of classrooms where diverse perspectives are valued. Additionally, they developed a
sociocultural identity profile concerning CCDEI 1, understanding self and others. Their organizational
skills, time management, collaboration with peers, and work ethic have positively contributed to the
learning experience. Liam can continue growing as an educator, incorporating these skills in the future
classroom and positively impacting the learning environment.

Standard 6: Assessment

Liam showed growth by the end of the quarter; ultimately exhibiting a good understanding of assessment
practices including pre-assessment, formative assessment, summative assessment, and grading
practices. Over the quarter, Liam reflected on new learning and made connections to other strands and
prior experiences in their learning logs. They showed a basic understanding of the texts through the
summary in their learning logs. Liam engaged in workshop activities and discussions to develop the
knowledge and skills associated with designing, selecting, interpreting, and using high-quality
assessments to improve student learning. Liam demonstrated a good grasp of backward design in
planning for assessment through their mid-quarter learning targets project and in their co-planning for
instruction for their end-of-quarter teaching triad. Overall, Liam has met the standards for the assessment
strand.
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Standard 7 & 8: Planning for Instruction & Instructional Strategies

Through the Standards Overview Project and the Mediated Field Experience Reflection, Liam
demonstrated adequate work towards these inTasc standards. In the Standards Overview Project, they
analyzed the Common Core State Standards for ELA grades 6-12 and demonstrated a basic
understanding of how the standards progress in complexity and connect with each other to develop deep
critical thinking and higher order thinking skills. In the Mediated Field Experience Reflection, Liam
compared the observations they made in the classroom at two different school sites to reflect upon the
impact of teaching practices and develop a mental model of instruction for student teaching in the fall.
They will need to continue developing the strategies they want to use in practice and how they connect
with the Danielson Teaching Framework.

Through the Teaching Triad, a summative assessment of multiple strands, Liam and two peers co-
planned an 8th grade ELA lesson on analyzing a speaker’s argument for relevant and irrelevant claims
using Backward Design. The triad then taught their 20-minute lesson to their peers. Their lesson plan
clearly addressed all criteria and demonstrated a comprehensive understanding of culturally relevant
classroom practices, inclusive and differentiated teaching strategies, and effective assessment practices.
The lesson was planned to intentionally engage learners in a variety of learning experiences and
included multiple effective strategies to support participation and engagement such as a launching
activity to active prior knowledge, an exploration and/or discussion task to make meaning of the content
and an assessment to gauge students’ learning towards the learning targets. The strengths of lesson
was the attention getting skit that also asked students to use deep listening skills two times through and
then their group processing structure to decided what claims were relevant and irrelevant. An area of
growth for Liam is developing their teacher persona and strength in leading whole group discussions.

Standard 9 &10: Professional Learning & Ethical Practice, Leadership & Collaboration

Contexts of Learning (10i): Liam grew over the quarter in this strand by expressing their ideas and points
of view, particularly through small group presentations. They demonstrated a sincere engagement with
the core ideas explored in this strand through small and large group discussion, small group activities,
weekly reading reflections, reflective and critical thinking exercises, and the final research project. Liam
demonstrates a solid understanding of research, critical thinking and graduate level writing skills. Liam
will have the opportunity to continue to develop their own stance regarding ethical practice and the role of
leadership and collaboration in professional contexts.

Liam demonstrated thoughtful and reflective insights of their strengths and areas of growth towards the 5
dispositions while sharing the Professionalism Portfolio & Dispositions during the evaluation conference.
Through demonstration of the September Entry Plan, teaching philosophy statement, and resume, Liam
equipped to enter student teaching and apply all of their learning from this quarter.

SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL: 12

2 - Learning Theory
2 - Social Foundations of Learning
2 - Assessment Practices for K-12
1 - Classroom Management
2 - Differentiated Instruction
3 - Professional Practices
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September 2023 - March 2024: Thinking in Indian: Democracy, Civic Engagement, and
Resistance
32 Credits

DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Gary Peterson, M.S.W., Yvonne Peterson, M.A.

Students in the Thinking in Indian: Democracy, Civic Engagement, Resistance program committed to
building a learning community to study Tribes in the State of Washington, Indigenous activism, and move
to praxis regarding their scholarly research and writing. An academic focus of study prepared students
for the scholarship of John Mohawk and historical issues impacting Tribes across the United States by
posing essential questions to understand the current state of the world and how to survive as both
individuals and as peoples. We studied United States history, and regional histories of the United States
in terms of the doctrine of discovery, sovereignty, self-governance, land and economics, education and
socialization of children, and liberation theory. Using the river of culture timeline as a template
highlighting laws and policies impacting the lived experience of American Indians, students conducted
research by proposing an independent project connected to the themes of sovereignty, democracy, civic
engagement, resistance, Iroquois Confederacy Laws, and food sovereignty. Students posed and
responded to essential questions about issues that continue to deprive American Indians of land,
economic opportunities, treaty rights, natural resources, religious freedom, culturally relevant education,
and access and protection of sacred sites and resources.

Fall quarter, students examined how knowledge becomes a tool of social change. While building a
learning community, students engaged in the academic work of how to effectively use research methods
using essential questions and Richard Paul’s 35 elements of Critical Thought to focus their independent
projects, write analysis essays and poetry about the academic topics for each week, move critical
thinking theory to praxis, utilize Bloom’s Taxonomy as the basis for essential questions, move River of
Culture historic dates to academic project timelines, and use educational technology. Over the quarter,
there was an emphasis on Indian Child Welfare, Indian education, oral tradition/poetry/reader’s theater,
reclaiming cultural arts and traditions, Tribes in Washington State, cultural competency, cross-cultural
communication, Indian treaties and sovereignty, laws/policies, and social justice. While establishing an
environment of collaboration, students identified topics of mutual interest and acted as partners in the
exploration of those topics when reporting on thematic topics from texts and selected readings.

Students worked weekly to focus academic projects. Students were responsible for identifying resources
and resource people, developing the historical background for their project by applying the river of culture
historical timeline, commit to honing three elements of critical thought from Richard Paul’s 35 elements,
and initiate individual and/or group projects. Academic projects were reported on during week 10.
Several students opted to job shadow at tribal centers in the area moving theory to practice in work
environments and at the end of the experience share what they learned by reporting back to the
program. For environmental stewardship credits, students committed to a “sit spot” activity tuning their
senses to take note of the environment changing seasons. Reclaiming cultural art activities involved
students experiencing a “sit beside” technique and reflection about the icons that have come forward
from the cultures from which they descend. Students completed 6 projects and often extended
techniques completing additional pieces. Students committed to volunteer activities to explore social
activism learning about intentional actions to bring about social, political, economic, and/or environmental
change. Students extended academic work by attending the 15th Annual Northwest Conference on
Teaching for Social Justice,

Texts included: Pedagogy of the Oppressed and selected articles 1) TIAHUI: A Decolonial Framework for
Pedagogy & Practice; Richard Paul, 35 Elements of Critical Thought; Benjamin Bloom, Bloom’s
Taxonomy of Learning; S.R. Lyons, Rhetorical Sovereignty: What Do Americans Indians Want from
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Writing? and Audra Simpson, Indigenous Interruptions – Mohawk Nationhood, Citizenship, and the
State. Students meeting prerequisites for social work and K-12 teaching read additional texts including
the on-line module for the ICW Act, James Banks titles for multicultural education topics, and the
Common Core Standards for grades K-12. Speakers included: Lincoln Bode and Dr. Michelle - Live
Food for Live People; Moniquetra Slater, UW-T CWTP-MA Social Work Presentation; Anita Fernandez-
Ethnic Studies in Education: Current Debates; Liza Rognas, Library Research Tips; Hailey Maria Salazar
– Intersectionality/SEAL Assessment; and Stokley Towles – Writing Prompts.

Winter quarter, students worked collaborative to study Tribes in Washington State (Treaty/Executive
Order/Non-federally Recognized, resources, governance, ceded territory, and issues facing Tribes),
supported each other’s art projects, and planned the Generations Rising: Tribal Youth/Make Art Day
concluding the quarter’s civic engagement and volunteerism projects. Students attended Stokley Towles’
writing lab, wrote poetry and weekly summaries, wrote grants and scholarship applications, researched/
presented an independent study, committed to a sit spot observation, and attended events on campus to
extend their study of the program theme. Several students attended the Boldt at 50 panel and a
presentation by Joy Harjo at the Town House Meetings in Seattle. Students attended the Hazel Pete
Institute of Chehalis Basketry “weavers teaching weavers” event at the Chehalis Community Center and
attended an Awl/Sheath workshop with Lindsey Howtopat, a Yakama Traditional Artist. Several students
opted to job shadow at tribal centers in the area, volunteered with non-profit gardens and gathered first
foods for Indian Tribes, committed to practicums and volunteering in K-6 classrooms, prepped for the
LSAT, and/or worked and studied to be competitive for international sports competition.

Selected articles included: River of Culture History Timeline Template, Seattle Times Indigenous articles/
letters to the editor/PacificNW, MLK’s Letter from Birmingham Jail, Chief Seattle Speech 1854 Oration-
The Suquamish Tribe, OSPI “From Boarding Schools to Self-Determination (Dr. Willard Bill), Levi
Rickert’s Native News Online and specifically “US Presidents in Their Own Words Concerning American
Indians”. Documentaries included the Institute for the Development of Indian Law “Treaties” and
“Sovereignty” and UW Native Voices “Half of Anything”. Students meeting prerequisites for social work
and K-12 teaching read additional texts including the on-line module for the ICW Act, James Banks titles
for multicultural education topics, and the Common Core Standards for grades K-12. Speakers included:
Liza Rognas, Library Research Tips; and Stokley Towles – Writing Prompts.

EVALUATION:
Faculty Evaluation by Yvonne Peterson, MA

Liam Nguyen evenly split time engaging in the work of the program, coordinating a group sit spot group
to connect with the changing of the seasons, attending Stokley Towles’ writing lab, completing projects
for the Reclaiming Indigenous Art workshops, and getting involved with contemporary issues brought
forward in the seminar - What’s Happening? Additionally, Liam secured a para educator position at
Garfield Elementary – ideal for an experience with kids and a master teacher to learn the about the public
school learning/teaching environment.

The writing Liam committed to included: 1) note taking in a collaborative group to research information
about Tribes in Washington State. Over a three-week period, Liam helped the information build so each
contributor walked away with information to track during the quarter. Although not one to be the person
reporting out, Liam is exceptional at making sure each voice is heard. 2) Journaling, poetry, maintaining
a program vocabulary list, writing weekly summaries, extending the prompts from Stokley Towles’ writing
lab, and summarizing the process of the cultural art projects emphasizing what they liked about their art.

Independent projects by Liam included a summary about “What Does the Constitution Say? – A Kid’s
Guide to How Our Democracy Works” by Ben Sheehan. A second project was an open letter to the
campus about events on campus leading to the accident in housing resulting in the death of Jonathan
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Rodriguez and the injury to others. Both presentations were met with discussion and questions and Liam
handled them with aplomb. Liam is an excellent public speaker.

Liam Nguyen met academic requirements for fall and winter quarters in the Thinking In Indian:
Democracy, Civic Engagement, Resistance program, finishing in good standing.

SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL: 32

4 - Native American Studies (River of Culture History)
4 - Reclaiming Indigenous Art
4 - Environmental Stewardship (Outdoor Sit Spot Lab)
4 - Writing (Research/Independent Projects, Poetry, Stokley Towles’ Writing Lab)
4 - Indigenous Studies - Tribes in Washington State
4 - Job Shadowing - Para Educator at Garfield Elementary
4 - Political Science - Seminar "What's Happening?
4 - Independent Projects (Research/Presentation on the Constitution/Jonathan Rodriguez)
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April 2023 - June 2023: Children, Curriculum, and the Clinical View: Childhood
Development and Psychopathology in the Education System
16 Credits

DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Jon Davies, Ed.D. and Ada J. Vane, M.A.

The program curriculum asked students to consider: How do children learn? What is “normal”
development, and who decides? When is it appropriate to diagnose a child? What does it mean to offer
relevant intervention in an educational setting and / or at home? How do educators decide what children
are ready to learn and when they are ready to learn it? How do schools make decisions about children’s
learning? How do biological, cognitive, and social factors influence “normal / abnormal” child
development?

Lectures, workshops, seminars, and films helped to further contextualize program texts. Students
engaged written and other media formats throughout each academic week that included short papers in
preparation for seminars and short reflections in response to lectures, films, and treatment intervention
readings. Students also took weekly psychology quizzes and engaged in workshops that dealt with
diagnosing real world case studies. They prepared case notes on the same. At the end of the quarter,
students prepared a poster presentation that addressed a critical program theme.

Developmental Psychology: Using Ricardo and Rymond’s Understanding the Whole Child as a
framework, we explored psychological theories in human development from biological, socio-emotional,
and cognitive perspectives, with a focus on the period from in utero through adolescence. Emphasis was
placed on development in a cultural and environmental context.

Childhood Psychopathology: Using Bridley and Daffin’s Behavioral Disorders of Childhood as our guide,
we engaged in a comprehensive survey of childhood mental health problems, including Attachment
Disorders, Intellectual Disability Intellectual Development Disorder, and Learning Disorders, Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, Autism Spectrum, Disruptive, Impulse Control and Conduct Disorders,
Trauma Related Disorders, and Substance Induced Disorders. This program did not simply present a
checklist of symptomology. Through contextualization and bio-psycho-social perspectives, students
developed critical thinking skills as applied to theories, assessment, and treatments relevant for each
disorder.

Using Alexander and Hinrichs' Building Trauma-Sensitive Schools: Your Guide to Creating Safe,
Supportive Learning Environments for All Students, students wrote weekly responses to selected
quotations in preparation for discussion and analysis of how teachers and other education professionals
create structures and support systems to maximize opportunities for student success in the classroom
and schools.

Students were encouraged to consider the role of stigma and the public school system in mental illness.
The program highlighted current issues in the field of education and their impact on development.
Students inquired into how children develop, how the education system responds to their development,
and how scientific, evidence-based research informs both contexts.

EVALUATION:
Written by: Jon Davies, Ed.D. and Ada J. Vane, M.A.

Each week, students came together in treatment and intervention workshops to discuss an assigned
case study, make their best diagnosis by applying their understanding of key theories discussed in
psychopathology lectures, and to select a treatment intervention. Liam completed almost all case study
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notes, which were efficient and demonstrated good attention to the criteria for diagnosing behavioral
disorders, as well as good familiarity with terms related to those disorders and relevant treatment
interventions for the condition causing distress.

Weekly quizzes evaluated students’ ability to retain key terms. Liam completed all quizzes. Performance
on these quizzes demonstrated good knowledge of how to compare, contrast, organize and retrieve
information about terms and concepts in child developmental psychology and behavioral disorders of
childhood.

Students wrote weekly responses to selected quotes from assigned seminar readings in preparation for
discussion and analysis. Liam completed all seminar responses, which showed fair ability to reflect on
text material. Liam made consistently thoughtful contributions to group seminar discussions.

Liam completed all early childhood care and education workshop responses. The responses were
creative, succinct, and illustrated key ideas from the readings. Liam demonstrated significant growth in
knowledge and understanding of early childhood care and education, including basic knowledge,
effective approaches to use with young children, curriculum design, professional development, current
policies, and other critical information.

At the end of the quarter, Liam created a final poster project to summarize and synthesize
interdisciplinary content, including program sources. Liam chose to present on the way that the card
game Magic the Gathering can engage children's growing cognitive processes. The presentation
demonstrated thinking around this topic. Liam took this opportunity to interact with and support fellow
presenters at our program conference.

We congratulate Liam for successes in our program and can attest that Liam is prepared for more
advanced work in psychology and education.

SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL: 16

4 - Childhood Developmental Psychology
4 - Behavioral Disorders of Childhood
4 - Child Centered Interventions
4 - Elementary Education in the Public School System
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September 2022 - March 2023: Borders, Walls and Refugees in the Age of Climate Change
32 Credits

DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Steve Niva, Ph.D.

Borders, Walls and Refugees in the Age of Climate Change was an upper division political science
program that examined the global clash between the rise in restrictive nation-state border enforcement
and the rise in increased migration and refugee crises around the world.

The first part of the program explored the factors behind and theories about the dramatic surge in border
wall construction along over 60 nation-state borders around the world. Students explored different
theories about the rise in border restrictions ranging from Reece Jones’ Violent Borders to Wendy
Brown’s Walled States, Waning Sovereignty and were asked to write an 8-page thesis driven paper that
explained the global rise of border wall building today. Students then explored the increasing
externalization of border enforcement to prevent migrants and refugees from even reaching a country’s
borders by reading Andersson’s Illegality, Inc., Walia’s Border and Rule and Miller’s Storming the Wall
and wrote short papers about concepts like “border security industrial complex” and “border imperialism.”
Students wrote and presented final papers on the dynamics of contemporary border externalization and
created an art-based response to the material of the quarter which ranged from creative writing and
visual art to song-writing and performance art.

The second part of the program examined the causes of the dramatic rise in forced displacement and
refugee crises around the world, as well as the international refugee system established by the United
Nations after World War II and the expected role of climate change in driving future mass displacement.
Students developed case studies about the major refugee crises that have occurred in South Sudan,
Eritrea, Myanmar, Venezuela, Honduras and Syria and analyzed the root causes of mass displacement,
presenting their work to the class. Students then examined the 1951 international refugee system by
reading Serena Parekh’s No Refugee and Betts and Collier’s Refuge and were asked to develop a policy
paper that offered reforms to the global system adequate to the new circumstances of forced migration in
the twenty-first century. Students also read and responded to the novel Exit/West by Mohsin Hamid
about the refugee journey. Students then learned about the concept of asylum, drawing upon John
Washington’s text The Dispossessed, and examined the root causes of asylum seekers from Central
America who arrive at the United States’ border to seek asylum. Students concluded the program by
learning about the expected mass displacement that will be caused by climate change over the next
century. Drawing upon the visionary proposal by Gaia Vince in Nomad Century, students were asked to
develop their own vision of how climate migrants could be relocated in just and humane ways as the
human climate niche shrinks and shifts northwards.

Students were assessed on their mastery of concepts, theories and case-studies in the fields of Border
Studies and Refugee and Migration Studies and on their writing, participation and attendance.

Required Texts:

Reece Jones, Violent Borders: Refugees and the Right to Move

Jason De Leon, The Land of Open Graves: Living and Dying on the Migrant Trail

Wendy Brown, Walled States, Waning Sovereignty

Rueben Andersson, Illegality, Inc: Clandestine Migration and the Business of Bordering Europe
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Harsha Walia, Border and Rule: Global Migration, Capitalism and the Rise of Racist Nationalism

Todd Miller, Storming the Wall: Climate Change, Migration and Homeland Security

Suketu Mehta, This Land is Our Land: An Immigrants Manifesto

Serena Parekh, No Refuge: Ethics and the Global Refugee Crisis

Mohsin Hamid, Exit West (A Novel)

Betts and Collier, Refuge: Rethinking Refugee Policy in a Changing World

John Washington, The Dispossessed: A Story of Asylum at the US-Mexico Border

Valeria Luiselli, Tell Me How It Ends: An Essay in 40 Questions

Gaia Vince, Nomad Century: How Climate Migration Will Reshape Our World

EVALUATION:
Written by: Steve Niva, Ph.D.

Liam is a good-natured student who is very interested in contemporary politics and social justice issues.
He took this program to engage with broader global issues and his attendance was good. He turned in all
his required work and he ended up showing real improvement as a student in terms of his ability to read
difficult texts and write undergraduate level papers. This upper division course of study challenged him to
gain mastery of concepts and theories in Border Studies and Refugee and Migrant Studies and then
apply them to case studies and formulate his own thesis in papers. This was a new way of approaching
his learning and it took him a while to develop his academic skills to be able to produce this higher-level
work, but he has made progress. For example, Liam’s first papers did not offer much by way of analysis
or a thesis. His mid-quarter paper on why we are seeing border walls built around the world today
addressed our theorists such as Reece Jones’ concept of how border walls reflect the re-articulation of
state sovereignty by the powerful countries and Wendy Brown’s theory that many border walls are a
symbolic performance of sovereignty by countries with waning sovereignty but lacked an overall thesis.
In response to feedback, however, Liam’s next paper did a much better job developing an introduction
and offering an analysis of Hungary’s anti-migrant transit camps that were built in response to the
refugee crisis of 2015. It was his best work of the first quarter and shows where he needs to improve in
the future although it still had some deficits in grammar and structure.

In the second quarter, Liam continued to produce better written work and showed a good ability to
understand the international refugee system that was created in 1951 and the debates over policy
reforms about this system. He worked with a team to understand the root causes of the refugee crisis in
Somalia that has resulted in mass population displacement and wrote a clear paper addressing this
issue. He showed good learning in his policy paper on how to reform the global refugee regime where he
emphasized the need to expand the definition of refugees to include those impacted by structural
injustice and on the need for creating transit cities for refugees to enhance their agency. He then critically
examined the “border crisis” narrative that shapes policy debates in the United States about the U.S.-
Mexico border and argued that it was best understood as a crisis of misinformation in which the real
drivers of displacement are rarely discussed. Liam finished the program by showing a good ability to
think about how climate change will produce a major crisis of displacement over the next century and
gave a creative public presentation about the likely political debates that we will see over climate change
and migration in a fictional country.
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Liam was not always a consistent or active participant in many class discussions due to his focus on his
cellphone, and while on occasion he offered valuable comments, he can do much more to participate
because he was often not following the conversation. The main area of positive growth was that Liam
has clearly become a better writer in response to feedback and although he still has work to do to
improve, he has left the program with a much higher level of written work. In sum, Liam has added some
important new elements to his understanding of global politics and his academic journey that should help
him in his future studies.

SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL: 32

8 - International Politics
8 - Border Studies
8 - Refugee and Migration Studies
8 - Immigration and Asylum Policy
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March 2022 - June 2022: American Popular Music: A People's History
16 Credits

DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Bradley Proctor, PhD

This program explored the history of popular music in the United States from the early nineteenth century
to the present. Musical genres studied included blackface minstrelsy, ragtime, social dance, jazz, blues,
swing, rock and roll, country music, the counterculture, disco, alternative, and hip hop. Broad themes
included the dichotomy between high and low culture, racism and racial stereotypes, gender and
sexuality, the abilities of marginalized people to use music as a means to resist structural oppression,
and historical changes to the values expressed in popular music. The program served as a survey of the
social history of modern America as well as an exploration of the cultural politics of American popular
culture.

Classroom activities included lectures, film screenings, workshops, and discussions. Experiential learning
activities included a guest lecture about drumming, a tour of the KAOS 89.3 FM radio station, and
workshops where faculty and students brought in physical media artifacts. Students watched
documentary and concert films, read selections from academic books and historical primary sources, and
completed two book reports on academic books of their choosing related to program content. As a record
of program engagement, students submitted a short log of academic work completed each week. Essay
assignments included a guided research paper analyzing historical sheet music and an ethnography
essay about a live or live-streamed concert or radio broadcasts. Students gave five-minute “lightning”
presentations about book reports and essays. Students also completed essay-based, take-home
midterm and final exams. For a final project, students had the option to write an analytical essay or to
produce a creative “unessay” project applying the analytical tools of the program to the contemporary
popular music of the twenty-first century. On the final day of the class, students presented their final
projects in a gallery sharing workshop.

EVALUATION:
Written by: Bradley Proctor, PhD

Liam Nguyen did very good work this quarter. Liam had near perfect attendance in program activities and
was a constructive participant. One example of Liam’s enthusiastic engagement with the program was
evidenced when Liam brought in a multiple-LP live album collection by the jazz pianist Keith Jarrett for a
day of sharing examples of physical media.

Liam’s written work was thorough and detailed. Liam completed every weekly log with brief but engaged
descriptions of the work completed each week. Liam completed strong handouts for reports about a book
analyzing Miles Davis’s career and another book exploring the roots of house music.

For the sheet music assignment, Liam researched examples of how death was depicted in mid-
nineteenth-century sheet music. The paper contained strong descriptions of the songs and some
interesting historical insights into the popular music of the 1800s. Liam volunteered to give the first
student presentation of the quarter about this paper, demonstrating initiative and good support for the
learning community.

Liam listened to KAOS 89.3 FM to analyze it for the second major essay. Liam thoroughly documented
the songs and formatting of the radio station. As with much of the writing that Liam completed, this paper
would have benefitted from a little more academic analysis, although the descriptions demonstrated a
strong command for specific details.
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Liam successfully completed both the midterm and the final exam. Both exams contained good short
essays that did a strong job of connecting ideas and examples from across the program. In particular, the
final exam included a very thoughtful analysis of the role of nostalgia in popular music, including
numerous excellent examples of recent popular musicians.

For the final project of the quarter, Liam wrote an essay about the influential Korean pop group f(x). This
essay explored the group’s founding and success and contained thorough explorations of the bands
major singles. Liam presented the paper with a detailed PowerPoint presentation of visual images from
their singles and videos. Liam also brought in photobooks of some of another pop group's singles
showing f(x)'s legacy in the genre. This essay and presentation did an excellent job of bringing in a global
perspective to the program’s themes, as well as demonstrating good connections with various aspects of
the study of popular music.

In sum, Liam completed very successful work this quarter. It was a pleasure having Liam as part of our
learning community.

SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL: 16

4 - US History since 1865
8 - History of American Popular Music
4 - American Cultural Politics
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January 2022 - March 2022: Creative Writing: Outside Ourselves, Open Letters
6 Credits

DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Dawn Barron, MFA

"Outside Ourselves, Open Letters" was a creative writing course designed for students of all levels and
practices of writing, from introductory through advanced, to explore and examine the phenomena of
"open letters." The purpose of an open letter is for the author to share an opinion, a protestation, or an
investigative inquiry directed primarily toward a specific person but in contemporary times, we are also
seeing the open letter addressing particular groups of people. The open letter serves to influence,
publicly and as visibly as possible, and is freedom of speech in action. The open letter is intended for a
wide, diverse audience and often distributed through print (magazines, newspapers), as well as online
forums. To engage with writing an open letter, one needs to move outside of their own self to the degree
that they can expand their lens to include a greater than the single being; one must be able to critically
analyze and synthesize the world around them rather than focus on their singular place within the world.

Open letters can be a passive and active form of social activism, and in this course we investigated what
roles and impacts writers/artists can have in their communities and beyond. Students read a series of
published open letters and reflected on these during weekly interactive Discussion Forums. Students
worked in small groups to analyze elements of open letters such as voice, tone, POV, structure,
organization, and overall resonance and purpose. Students participated in writing exercises during Zoom
class and responded to writing prompts in Canvas. Students wrote weekly open letters following various
themes of social justice, personal narrative, and political events locally and globally. The final project
included revisions to a chosen open letter read to the class, as well as a portfolio of all the open letters
written during the quarter.

EVALUATION:
Written by: Dawn Barron, MFA

In the course, "Creative Writing: Outside Ourselves, Open Letters," Liam showed strong critical thinking
by analyzing and articulating findings about published open letters, both in written reflections, discussion
forums, and small group work with peers. Liam consistently produced well-organized, creative, and
compelling weekly open letters that illustrated a clear understanding of the elements of voice, POV, tone,
and purpose in writing open letters. By participating in small group work, Liam was respectful, insightful,
and helpful in the learning community. Critical inquiry during class discussions was on point and provided
perspective from Liam's unique worldview. Areas of growth included confidence in choosing topics,
organization of thoughts, and writing with a clearly defined purpose. Liam excelled at writing to an
appropriate audience, crafting compelling open letters for the final project portfolio. Liam exceeded
minimum requirements for the course.

SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL: 6

6 - Creative Writing
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September 2021 - December 2021: Greener Foundations
2 Credits

DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Jasmin Faulk-Dickerson, Sara Huntington

First-Year students’ academic skill development was supported by their participation in Foundations of
College Success, a module of instruction and community-building activities where students were
introduced to college support services and practices, wellness strategies, seminar skills, reflective
writing, time management strategies and more to foster both personal and academic growth.

EVALUATION:
Written by: Jasmin Faulk-Dickerson and Sara Huntington

Liam successfully completed all aspects of the course, submitting his work in a timely fashion and
engaging in the community-building and academic support activities. Liam’s writings were authentic and
demonstrate his dedication to craft.

SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL: 2

2 - Foundations of College Success
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September 2021 - December 2021: Creative Writing: "Savage Conversations"
4 Credits

DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Dawn Barron, MFA

Creative Writing: "Savage Conversations," was designed around LeAnne Howe's Savage Conversations,
exploring Mary Todd Lincoln's addiction and madness through the ever-present backdrop of President
Lincoln's mass hanging of the Dakota 38. Author Philip J. Deloria wrote that the book "…explodes with
the stench of guilt and insanity that undergirds the American story...." Students wrote in their chosen
genre (prose, poetry, lyric essay, hybrid forms), weaved a time or event in the historical or current
American story into their creative works. Students discussed how having conversations about almost
anything today can lead to controversy, conflict, and confusion; but creative writers could present
information in storied packages, bringing readers into conversations they may not otherwise have. This
course examined kaleidoscope perspectives when approaching and choosing topics and themes to write
about, considering cultural appropriation, story ownership, and multiple, intersecting historical narratives
surrounding pivotal and traumatic events. Students examined Layli Long Soldier's debut book, Whereas,
where they explored social and cultural histories, paid attention to language, the consequences of words,
and created a platform to expose injustices and acts of oppression. Students worked in small groups and
as a whole class during seminars. Students participated in a robust Discussion Forum every week,
discussing the readings, sharing ideas, and creating a community of learners, and writers. This was a
writing intensive course, focused on different genres of poetry. Students turned in weekly writing
assignments, self-reflection assignments, and a final creative writing essay project.

EVALUATION:
Written by: Dawn Barron, MFA

In "Creative Writing: Savage Conversations," Liam actively engaged in class seminars and small group
work with an open-mind and positive attitude. Liam did excellent work critically examining the works of
LeAnne Howe and Layli Long Soldier, as evidenced in the reading reflections and mid-term creative
writing project. By asking relevant questions, practicing active listening, and sharing insights, Liam
contributed in a positive way during class seminars. The final project was a strong display of writing,
creativity, and incorporating musicality into the work. Liam successfully met all requirements for this
course.

SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL: 4

2 - Literature: Indigenous Poetics
2 - Creative Writing
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September 2021 - March 2022: Word Play: Literature, Creative Writing, and Poetics of
Catastrophe
28 Credits

DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Miranda Mellis and Andrew Reece

Participants in this inquiry-driven, foundational program in the Literary Arts Path of Study read ancient
and contemporary literature with a focus on the poetics of catastrophe. We studied the formal properties
and historical contingencies of a range of kinds of writing in a number of genres and styles with a focus,
on the one hand, on catastrophe, and on the other hand, on play – our keywords. We explored the
mutability and historicity of words, how language changes over time, and, as meaning-makers and
pattern-readers, we creatively and critically participated in the changing significance of words and literary
forms. We hypothesized that critical and creative reading and writing are mutually enabling processes.
Our practice as writers was accordingly sharpened through a practice of careful reading and study in an
expansive range of genres, texts, styles, and modes – from epic to elegy, sc-fi to comedy, novel to essay
– the better to enrich our repertoire of ways in the world of words and word play. We read a broad range
of contemporary and ancient literature and literary theory and familiarized ourselves with key elements of
contemporary literary practice. The program demanded intensive reading and writing, independent
initiative, the ability to work autonomously, shared leadership, and collaborative learning. Each week
involved a mix of lectures, seminars, writing and performance workshops, and student-facilitated creative
and critical writing units.

In fall, students read Homer’s Iliad, Sharnush Parsipur’s Touba and the Meaning of Night, Anne Carson’s
Nox, Bocaccio’s Decameron, excerpts from Counter-Desecration: A Glossary for Writing Within the
Anthropocene, edited by Marthe Reed and Linda Russo, and three Gospels in The New Covenant,
translated by William Barnstone. Weekly readings also included excerpts and short pieces by a wide
range of authors including Ted Chiang, Giorgio Agamben, Sappho, Peter Elbow, Alice Notley, Angela
Hume, Jonathan Culler, Verlyn Klinkenborg, and many others. Participants in Word Play synthesized and
expanded their understanding of the readings by means of a range of writing exercises and assignments
in and out of class. They wrote and revised two literary critical essays on central texts, six short
exegetical essays, and several creative writing pieces including inventive and speculative writing
modeled on excerpts from Robert Kocik’s Overcoming Fitness and elegies, text-image works, and text-
by-erasure pieces inspired by engagements, respectively, with Anne Carson’s Nox and M. NourbeSe
Philip’s Zong! The first quarter of the program also entailed two ambitious collective writing experiments
in which students wrote and performed short stories and essays collaboratively in small groups, inspired
in part by our readings and seminars on Boccaccio’s Decameron. Students offered responses to each
other’s works both in Canvas Discussions and in peer review workshops of rough drafts.

In winter, students read Camus's The Plague and "The Myth of Sisyphus"; Anne Boyer's The Undying;
selections from Thucydides' History of the Peloponnesian War; Sophocles' Antigone, Oedipus the King,
and Oedipus at Colonus; Aristophanes' Lysistrata; George Saunders's Lincoln in the Bardo; Claudia
Rankine's Don't Let Me Be Lonely; Eugene Lim's Search History; César Aira's Conversations; Walter
Benjamin's "On the Concept of History"; and a novella from John Keene's Counternarratives, in addition
to several shorter works of poetry, criticism, and critical theory. As in fall, students often composed – both
individually and collaboratively – creative and interpretive pieces in class, experimenting with the forms
and styles that we encountered in the readings. The major writing assignments of winter quarter were a
collection of annotated bibliography entries and short exegetical essays on all of the books and plays,
and a creative and/or interpretive project that began at the beginning of the quarter with a proposal and
was developed in three stages with the benefit of peer review and faculty guidance. Students also
participated in two performance workshops; in one, they were coached in improvisational theater
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techniques by Aretha Sills, and in the other, they wrote and performed short poets theater plays with the
guidance of Steve Orth and Lindsey Boldt.

EVALUATION:
Written by: Andrew Reece and Miranda Mellis

Liam’s performance in the first quarter of Word Play was good overall and very good in several respects.
Liam demonstrated substantial learning and increasing facility with exegesis, interpretation, creative
composition, and collaboration. Here I offer specific observations on Liam’s fulfillment of the program’s
assignments and expectations:

Participation and collaboration: Liam was one of our most consistently engaged students, with excellent
attendance, readiness to contribute to discussions and group projects, and completion of all assignments
when due, at a regularly advanced level of preparation.

Short exegeses: Liam’s analyses and discussions of the Iliad, the Gospels of Matthew and Mark, Touba
and the Meaning of Night, and the Decameron all worked closely with the language of specific passages
and demonstrated good understanding of the various narratives. One strength of Liam’s exegetical
writing is a tendency to write towards surprising or strange turns or perspectives in the texts, which
provide a good hook for both exegete and audience; this was especially evident in a reading of Jesus’
strict condemnation of divorce and remarriage in the Gospels.

Longer interpretive essays: Liam wrote on the Iliad for the first essay, establishing the pervasiveness of
fate in the world of the Homeric heroes and drawing an intriguing connection between “reading” one’s
murky destiny to reading the parable form as it is wielded by authors such as Kafka. The second essay,
on Touba, developed well Liam’s earlier exegesis into a thoughtful description of how Parsipur’s
protagonist is shaped by her troubled relationships with various men in her life. Like the exegeses, these
essays showed a thorough grasp and nuanced understanding of the texts and their details.

Liam’s essay composition has important strengths upon which to build, including a direct, uncluttered
style, a good sense for the evidence needed to demonstrate and illustrate claims, and a well-attuned
sense of the scope needed to give a topic its appropriate attention. There are a few formal rough edges
and instances of a lack of clarity that will need careful work as Liam adapts excellent observations and
valuable ideas to the interpretive essay structure.

Creative writings: Much of Liam’s most effective, and affecting, writing emerged in the two creative
pieces. The first, building on an “I remember…” formula proposed by an in-class exercise, offered a story
about, and meditation on, the narrator’s relationships prior to the current pandemic and then during it.
The piece got its hands on the reader especially with its subtle shifts in perspectives, pronouns, and
sensory details. For the second piece, Liam assembled a multi-page collage of images, verses, and
reflections that worked as elegy, as an exploration of identity, and as commentary on the elegiac mode.
This was a visually rich and consistently emotionally and intellectually engaging composition.

Winter quarter of Word Play asked each student to develop an original, major writing project of their own,
in addition to continuing to write analytically on, and participate in, seminars on required books, and
attend lectures and workshops. Liam’s participation and overall engagement was excellent and
demonstrated continued growth and learning in all areas of the program. Liam’s inquiries and
observations in seminar showed careful and original thought and the ability to think complexly and apply
knowledge across domains. Liam’s major writing project used short stories as a way of exploring life
lessons. One explored the trope of the Faustian bargain. In another, the main protagonist looks back
from a 1000 years in the future. One notable vignette, “Situations,” stood out for its crossing of absurdism
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and noir. These parables had range, each one differing from the last. They were various, inventive, and
each one had a strong concept at the center. Liam completed the Word Play program with flying colors.

SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL: 28

6 - Ancient Greek Literature
4 - Classics of World Literature
6 - Contemporary Experimental Literature

12 - Creative and Critical Composition
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March 2021 - June 2021: Creative Writing: Identity and Imagination
4 Credits

DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Dawn Barron, MFA

Creative Writing: Identity and Imagination explored elements of creative writing across genres,
focusing on hybrid writing forms as a tool to develop a stronger sense of authorial identity and practice
creating outside the traditional, mainstream literary world. Even if you are writing traditional stories,
working outside of your typical comfort zone can provide a myriad of new perspectives, new writing tools
and tricks, and deepen the writer's understanding of the creative process. Designed for the emerging, as
well as advanced writer, we focused on the themes of Identity and Imagination to craft creative works in
prose, poetics, and hybrid forms. Students presented works in collage, photo stories, prose poetry, as
well as traditional and other hybrid forms.

Writer Natalie Goldberg states in her seminal work, Writing Down the Bones, "Our bodies are garbage
heaps: we collect experience, and from the decomposition of the thrown-out eggshells, spinach leaves,
coffee grinds, and old steak bones of our minds come nitrogen, heat, and stories." Our lived experience
and identities (fluid in both memory and place) provide the scaffolding for creative writing. Students kept
an organized writing journal to record observations and ideas, in addition to weekly writing prompts and
creative writing assignments. Students participated in student-led class seminars that were inquiries into
weekly thematic concepts, text examples, and student analyses and work.

This course provided synchronous learning (via Zoom) for a minimum of 70% of the credit hours;
asynchronous learning done through Canvas Discussions, Small Group and Partner Projects, and other
work as assigned. Students presented a final ePortfolio, a culmination of all work completed.

EVALUATION:
Written by: Dawn Barron, MFA

In the course, Creative Writing: Identity and Imagination, Liam demonstrated excellent creative writing
skills throughout the quarter. Liam wrote with depth, insight, and curiosity for the journal writing, in class
writing exercises, reading reflections, personal collage project, as well as the two major projects, "Color
Walks Into" based around Maggie Nelson's Bluets and the Final Project that used Claudia Rankine's
Citizen: An American Lyric as the scaffolding. Liam participated in a respectful and thoughtful manner in
class seminars and discussions by asking questions and sharing perspectives cognizant of personal
biases and lived experiences. Liam completed a high quality, organized, and creatively formatted final
ePortfolio that successfully showcased a strong command of the written word, creative ideas put on the
page, and knowledge of the writing process (brainstorming, prewriting, drafting, editing, revising) and
elements of creative writing (metaphor, imagery through descriptive language, storytelling, dialogue).
Liam's vast knowledge of music was beautifully integrated into all the assignments, through the lens of
imagination and identity, especially examining the "change of culture" between Prince and the Revolution
and D'Angelo in the final project. Liam successfully met all course requirements.

SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL: 4

2 - Literature
2 - Creative Writing
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March 2021 - June 2021: Culture, Community, and Cosmos
8 Credits

DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Corey Larson and Toby Sawyer

Culture, Community, and Cosmos (CCC) was an 8-credit, half-time program designed to introduce
students to a diverse learning environment for expanding critical thinking, academic writing and research,
knowledge, and history of the environment (the Pacific Northwest), and how to sustain individual and
community well-being. This quarter CCC focused on the concept of the Anthropocene, or “the age of
humanity,” which suggests that humans have had such an impact on the planet that it warrants its own
epoch. Historian Carolyn Merchant notes that “climate change is the most critical issue for the long-term
well-being of humanity” which is “directly linked to human (anthropogenic) causes” and any potential
resolutions require “collaboration not only of scientists but also humanists.” CCC explored how regional
tribes, communities, organizations, and state and federal governments are addressing these vital issues.
This program was taught primarily through an Indigenous lens but incorporates and critically analyzes
both Indigenous and western thought and practice. To accomplish this, students examined Indigenous
concepts such as reciprocity and relational accountability and put them into conversations with western
approaches of environmentalism and sustainability. Learning to put our knowledge to practical
application, this quarter focused on a brief overview of fall and winter discourse and learning, identifying,
and explaining terminology, and crafting a short case-study for an all-program anthology. By leaning in
on research methodologies and methods, community assessment, and personal investment/interest,
students developed and implemented service-learning projects as a culmination of the program.

EVALUATION:
Written by: Corey Larson and Toby Sawyer

During the spring 2021 Culture, Community, and Cosmos program, Liam Nguyen explored a wide range
of complex historical and contemporary environmental issues through the broad conceptual framework of
the Anthropocene. This theme and associated material provided examples and essential background
information for students to build their own case studies throughout the quarter. Liam energetically
participated in both synchronous large group and small group discussions over course material via video
conference. The student regularly attended class and eagerly offered a unique perspective to the
material. Liam also readily participated in asynchronous discussion threads regarding the readings and
students’ individual case studies.

Liam competently worked through several stages in constructing a teaching case study. In the
developmental phase, the student developed a topic and articulated a dilemma related to the issue. From
there, Liam shifted emphasis toward organizing the case study through outlining and reviewing sources.
In the final weeks, the student ably assembled a written draft of the case and informally presented it in a
series of workshops with classmates. Liam collaborated with fellow students by both providing and
receiving feedback on each other’s projects ahead of their final submission. Overall, Liam wrote an
interesting case study examining program support for homeless people in the City of Olympia,
Washington. Therefore, Liam has sufficiently completed all program requirements and will receive full
credit for the quarter.

SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL: 8

2 - Writing and Research
2 - Service Learning
2 - Native American and Indigenous Studies
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2 - Environmental Humanities

FACULTY EVALUATION OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
The Evergreen State College - Olympia, Washington 98505

OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT DOCUMENT

Nguyen, Liam A00424131
Last, First Middle Student ID

INFORMATION FROM THIS RECORD MAY NOT BE RELEASED TO ANY OTHER PARTY WITHOUT OBTAINING CONSENT OF STUDENT

Page 2 of 2



January 2021 - March 2021: Reimagining Community Safety
4 Credits

DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Eirik Steinhoff, Ph.D.

This course, which was conducted remotely during the COVID-19 pandemic, featured a series of
lectures, screenings, and public seminars on the topic of “reimagining community safety.” Students
participated in weekly discussions and documented their learning in a variety of ways: in a journal, in
weekly posts to Canvas, and in midterm and final portfolios of their work. In addition to alternatives to
policing (such as Olympia’s community crisis responder model and Chicago’s Operation CeaseFire), our
reading and viewing was focused on a broad range of approaches to the question of “community safety.”
These included: settler colonialism and indigenous resistance (with special attention to the Medicine
Creek Treaty); Atul Gawande’s paradigm of “slow ideas” and Rob Nixon’s theorization of “slow violence”;
social resilience and mutual aid; liberation education in a prison setting; and climate justice in a global
perspective. We also participated in (1) a public seminar on Octavia E Butler’s 1993 novel Parable of the
Sower and (2) a community roundtable with local Black womxn organizers; both of these events were
designed to showcase Evergreen’s ongoing commitment to multimodal intersectional community-based
action-oriented interdisciplinary inquiry.

EVALUATION:
Written by: Eirik Steinhoff, Ph.D.

Liam did good work meeting the expectations set for students in this course. He participated in classroom
discussion, completed both required portfolios, and receives full credit. Liam's portfolios added up to 15
single-spaced pages of wide-ranging engagement with our materials. It has been a pleasure working with
Liam, and I look forward to learning where his studies lead him next in the months and years to come.

SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL: 4

4 - Interdisciplinary Community Studies
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January 2021 - March 2021: Precalculus I
4 Credits

DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Vauhn Foster-Grahler, M.S., M.Ed.

This was a problem-solving-based overview of functions that model change that was taught remotely due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Classes were held twice weekly via Zoom. Students participated in group
work during our virtual class meetings, and submitted weekly problem sets and took resource-limited
exams. We studied functions and functional notation, linear, exponential and logarithmic functions and
their applications in depth and represented them and worked with them algebraically, numerically,
graphically, and verbally. There was an emphasis on context-based problem solving and collaborative
learning. The text was Functions Modeling Change: A Preparation for Calculus, 5th Ed. Connally,
Hughes-Hallett, Gleason, et al. Chapters 1 - 6 and parts of chapter 10. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
all class sessions were held via Zoom. In addition to the content of the course, the students were
assessed and self-assessed on the following eight outcomes for each content area.

1. Used correct mathematical notation
2. Used appropriate mathematical procedures
3. Developed and correctly interpreted mathematical models.
4. Used technology appropriately to investigate and solve problems
5. Linked algebraic, graphic, verbal, and numeric representations and solutions
6. Demonstrated an understanding of functions
7. Used logical and correct critical reasoning
8. Communicated mathematics for the clarity of the receiver

EVALUATION:
Written by: Vauhn Foster-Grahler, M.S., M.Ed.

Liam had regular attendance at our synchronous Zoom sessions and was an active participant in group
work and in the class. Liam's submitted problem sets and assessments inconsistently demonstrated
satisfactory performance for each of the outcomes above for the course content. Because of the
inconsistent nature of Liam's assessments, it is difficult to assess Liam's learning. Liam is encouraged to
take precalculus I again before attempting precalculus II.

SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL: 4

4 - Concepts of Precalculus I
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January 2021 - March 2021: Creative Writing: Indigenous Speculative Fiction
4 Credits

DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Dawn Barron, MFA

In the course Creative Writing: Indigenous Speculative Fiction, students examined the elements of
creative writing through the lens of Indigenous Speculative Fiction. Weekly assignments were based
around identification and practice using elements such as story, plot, character development, description
language, metaphor, diction, and setting by writing reflections and analyses of the texts, Trinity Sight and
Mongrels, as well as short stories in the Indigenous Speculative Fiction, Afrofuturims, and Science
Fiction genres. Students participated in weekly discussions and student led seminars. The final portfolio
included all writing assignments, self-evaluations of progress meeting the course learning objectives, and
a final project illustrating their knowledge and skill drafting and revising a 7 to 12 page speculative fiction
story. The final project was presented in class for practice sharing creative work with a peer audience,
and giving and receiving feedback.

EVALUATION:
Written by: Dawn Barron, MFA

In Creative Writing: Indigenous Speculative Fiction, Liam demonstrated understanding and
knowledge of the elements of creative writing (plot, story, character, setting, exposition, scene, language,
and construction of world building) through participating in all class seminars and discussions analyzing
literary works of Indigenous Speculative Fiction and Afrofuturisms. Liam presented ideas, perspectives,
feedback, and questions with a respectful, thoughtful approach, illustrating strong community building
and leadership skills. By developing a portfolio of creative works focused on Speculative Fiction as a
genre of writing, Liam examined his own worldview and cultural lived experiences through both western
and Indigenous lenses. Liam's creative writing was grounded in braiding pop culture, especially music
and film, into his compelling storytelling. His final project, "Untitled," was an excellent example of world
building, strong narrative voice, and storytelling, as evidenced in the example below:

Something that always bugs me about the town is just how close everything is, not that I mind it, I don’t
mind that I can simply take my son on a short ride home from school. But it leaves so much for the lack
of the imagination. The alien doesn’t make things better, people are constantly complaining how I give it
too much of a hassle for what he’s doing. He nearly disintegrated a neighbor’s dog with his spit, like if he
didn’t have this utterly convenient ability to keep his literal existence contained in this town, he’d be dead
by now.

Liam successfully met all requirements for this course.

SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL: 4

2 - Literature: Indigenous Speculative Fiction
2 - Creative Writing
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September 2020 - December 2020: Climate Academy: Justice and Resilience
2 Credits

DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Rachel Hastings, Ph.D.

This was a two-credit class which brought a multidisciplinary perspective to the study of climate justice
and resilience. The class followed an Evergreen event series which brought guest speakers and panels
to campus (remotely, since the physical campus was closed due to a pandemic). In addition to attending
this online lecture series, students engaged with weekly reading assignments through web annotation
and seminar discussions. Students also wrote two short papers, reflecting initially on their goals and
synthesizing their learning at the end of the quarter. Reading and lecture topics and materials were
drawn from: Solnit's A Paradise Built in Hell, the Thurston Climate Mitigation Plan, Mendez's Climate
Change From the Streets, articles on Indigenous Climate Change Studies (Whyte; Grossman), and food
systems lectures on climate impacts on local agriculture and aquaculture.

EVALUATION:
Written by: Rachel Hastings, Ph.D.

Liam completed Climate Academy: Justice and Resilience with a good record of learning demonstrated
through assignments, participation, and thoughtful engagement with our materials. Liam submitted most
of the assignments and participated very well in our online seminar discussions. Liam wrote one
reflection essay which showed strong engagement with our topic and a good ability to find connections
among ideas and sources.

SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL: 2

2 - Climate Change Studies: Justice and Resilience
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September 2020 - December 2020: Writing as Craft
4 Credits

DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Eirik Steinhoff, PhD

This course was designed as an opportunity for students to define, develop, and deepen their craft as
writers. Weekly reading and writing assignments were geared towards cultivating a robust repertoire of
readerly and writerly reflexes. “Reading as a writer” and “writing as a reader” were at the core of our
practice, which placed a premium on analyzing rhetorical situations and eliminating clutter. The essay as
a genre was prised free from the monopoly of the 5-paragraph theme and returned to its root meaning:
an “attempt” in language that recruits readers to the inquiry.

Weekly writing assignments provided a specific set of challenges that allowed students to build their
reflexes in relation to our objectives. Peer review was a key component of our work together; workshops
and seminars served to deepen our skills in collaborative inquiry. At the end of the quarter students
collected their work in a final portfolio capped off by a cover letter in which they reflected on their
metamorphoses, their accomplishments, and their aspirations.

Assigned reading included texts by bell hooks, John Warner, William Zinsser, Verlyn Klinkenborg,
Siegfried Kracauer, Rosmarie Waldrop, David George Haskell, Arthur Plotnik, Lydia Davis, Daniel
Dennett, Ursula K. Le Guin, and others.

The motto supervising our inquiry this quarter was: The only way to do this right is by writing!

EVALUATION:
Written by: Eirik Steinhoff, PhD

Liam successfully defined, developed, and deepened his craft as a writer this quarter. His participation in
class demonstrated a dynamic engagement both with assigned texts and with people in the (virtual)
room. He completed all required writing assignments, and receives full credit.

Liam's portfolio nicely documents his growth as a writer. He engaged in thoughtful and deliberate peer
review, and his peers, in turn, were able to name what they valued in his writing. One peer reviewer
commented: “I think you really did a good job of capturing the parts of your previous education that really
shaped your interests, life, and decision to come to Evergreen.” I concur completely. Liam came in with
good reflexes as a reader and writer and made good use of the tools the course introduced to expand his
range in productive and inventive ways. An ongoing practice of vigilant proofreading will go a long way in
ensuring that Liam's writing continues to showcase his thinking at its best.

It has been a pleasure working with Liam this quarter, and I look forward to learning where his studies
take him in the months and years to come.

SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL: 4

4 - Rhetoric and Composition

FACULTY EVALUATION OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
The Evergreen State College - Olympia, Washington 98505

OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT DOCUMENT

Nguyen, Liam A00424131
Last, First Middle Student ID

INFORMATION FROM THIS RECORD MAY NOT BE RELEASED TO ANY OTHER PARTY WITHOUT OBTAINING CONSENT OF STUDENT

Page 1 of 1



September 2020 - December 2020: Creative Writing: The Personal Essay, When You Got
Something to Say
4 Credits

DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Dawn Barron, MFA

Creative Writing: The Personal Essay, When You Got Something To Say was designed for any level
writer wanting to study and write personal essays. In this course, students examined the personal essay
from cross-cultural perspectives, including their own. This course explored a wide-range of personal
essayists, paying close attention to their structure, voice, and purpose. We began the quarter by reading
and then writing "open letters," practicing the process of writing (brainstorm, prewriting, research, mind-
mapping, story boards, drafting, workshop, revision and editing). Students worked in small groups and as
a whole class during seminars. Students participated in a robust Discussion Forum every week,
discussing the readings, sharing ideas, and creating a community of learners, and writers. Topics
covered voice, tone, syntax, metaphor, POV, narrative structures, dialogue, and ethical issues around
writing topics. This was a writing intensive course, with attention to finding or narrowing down topics,
strengthening voice, and practicing effective editing and revising. Students turned in weekly writing
assignments, self-reflection assignments, and a final Personal Narrative Essay project.

EVALUATION:
Written by: Dawn Barron, MFA

In Creative Writing: The Personal Essay, When You Got Something to Say, Liam engaged with the
writing prompts, readings, and class seminars with respect, deep insights, and a clear understanding of
the elements of creative writing. Liam excelled at creating strong and compelling metaphors and writing
vivid descriptions that conveyed powerful imagery. Personal essays rely on voice and tone to create the
mood and resonance for the reader; Liam developed his writing voice during the quarter to fit the
intention and content of his essays exploring family, pop culture, and music. Liam was a strong champion
of classmates work during peer workshops and delivered feedback with grace and asked questions with
authentic curiosity. His final essay project showed the care and diligence Liam practiced all through the
course, and was a powerful piece of creative writing. Liam successfully completed all requirements for
the course.

SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL: 4

4 - Creative Writing: Personal Essay
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September 2020 - December 2020: Algebraic Thinking
4 Credits

DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Vauhn FosterGrahler MS, M.Ed.

The course, Algebraic Thinking, covered concepts and algebra of functions, as well as linear, quadratic,
and exponential functions and their applications. Students worked with these topics algebraically,
graphically, numerically, and verbally. Context-based problem solving and collaborative learning were
emphasized. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, students attended class via synchronous Zoom sessions.
Classes were recorded so students could access them asynchronously as well. Text: Algebraic Thinking
for Science by Vauhn FosterGrahler and Megan Olson-Enger, 2020. In addition to the content, students
were assessed and self-assessed on the following eight outcomes.

1. Used correct mathematical notation.

2. Used appropriate mathematical procedures.

3. Developed and/or correctly interpreted mathematical models.

4. Used technology appropriately to investigate and solve problems.

5. Linked algebraic, graphic, verbal, and numeric representations and solutions.

6. Demonstrated an understanding of functions.

7. Used logical and correct critical reasoning.

8. Communicated mathematics for the clarity of the receiver.

EVALUATION:
Written by: Vauhn FosterGrahler

Liam had regular attendance at our synchronous Zoom classes and completed 7 of 7 problem sets and 3
of 3 exams. Liam’s submitted written problem sets and assessments demonstrated satisfactory
performance for each of the process outcomes including use of correct mathematical notation and
procedures; development and/or interpretation of mathematical models; use of technology; use of
multiple representations to solve and model problems; understanding of functions; use of logical and
correct critical reasoning; and effective communication of mathematics for the entire course content.
Liam was a fully engaged member of our learning community and is prepared for and encouraged to take
Precalculus I.

SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL: 4

4 - Algebraic Thinking
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