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August 26, 2023
To Whom It May Concern:

I have known Valerie since 2015, when she came to work as the second grade teacher at the International
School of El Salvador for two years. I was her direct supervisor during this time, and had the opportunity to
observe her compassion for students, professionalism with parents, and knowledge of the content and skills
she taught. Valerie’s responsibilities included teaching language arts (reading, writing, grammar, spelling), as
well as math, social studies, and science. Her position required flexibility and adaptation of curriculum to the
unique needs of each student. She worked in collaboration with the ESL teachers to decide when a child was
ready to transition into the regular classroom, and evaluated when a child would benefit from full immersion
or auditing. She also worked closely together with the teachers above and below her grade level to ensure
that curriculum was vertically aligned. When necessary, Valerie identified potential learning disabilities for
our educational team to address.

Valerie is responsible, organized, and a gifted teacher. She cares deeply for the well-being of each of her
students. She has a kind and collaborative spirit, working well alongside all of her coworkers. Valerie is a
wonderful person, as well as a wonderful teacher. I am certain she will be a loved and valued member of any
future educational team she may form part of.

Sincerely,

Lois Takemura

Head of Preschool and Primary


