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October 25, 2023

Dear Evergreen MiT Admissions Committee:

This letter is to recommend Laura Jones for admission to The Evergreen State College, Master in
Teaching program, 2024-2025 cohort. | highly recommend Laura as candidate for graduate studies.
Laura was a strong, well-prepared student in our winter quarter 2023 program titled, “Teaching
English Language Learners in K-12 Classroom.”

Laura’s curiosity and enthusiasm for social and racial justice was evidenced by her active listening
skills and critical reflections as a future educator. She found her passion by learning about and
deepening her understanding of language learning theories, research, and practices specific to
teaching English language learners. Laura demonstrated understanding and improved writing skills
with each reflective journal, field placement tutoring, and various assignments she was tasked to
complete.

In preparation for a career in teaching, Laura completed over 20 hours of ML tutoring sessions at a
local high school and 5 hours in an elementary classroom during that quarter. Such field work
contributed to Laura's hands-on learning that she brought to our program with thoughtful insights
regarding ML students’ journeys in school and the community.

Laura also created and taught a solo grammar lesson for Kindergartner emergent/intermediate ML
students, which focused on nouns and action verbs. Students were encouraged to use their heritage
language in response to the instructional activity. Laura used language standards, specifically WIDA
ELD-LA.K-1. Narrate — Expressive. Laura’s lesson was interactive and engaging as students
accessed their various domains of proficiency (reading, writing, listening, speaking). These
approaches to ML curriculum design demonstrated Laura’s understanding of instructional strategies
to teach grammar.

Laura possesses the right dispositions for a graduate student and future elementary educator as
demonstrated by her preparedness, timeliness, and active participation. In one instance, Laura
showed leadership and professionalism when a fellow student failed to complete a critical
component of a collaborative teaching research project. Laura sought to resolve the conflict and
offer several strategies to support this student and the integrity of the project. Ultimately, Laura
ended up having to complete and present this project without the support of her student colleague
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and created a fantastic final project. These dispositions demonstrated her ability to remain
respectful, professional, and able to complete this difficult assignment with great skill and creativity.

In sum, Laura was a dedicated student. She studied hard, contributed to class discussions, and
showed interest in transformative education and social justice in teaching and learning. Overall, |
feel Laura has the potential to be a strong graduate student and teacher candidate in the MiT
program.

Sincerely,

Leslie Flemumer

Leslie A. Flemmer, Ph.D.
The Evergreen State College
Member of the Faculty



